
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 

August 19, 2015 

Agenda Item No: 5 

 

HDRC CASE NO: 2015-325 

COMMON NAME: 531Brackenridge Avenue / Brackenridge Park Conservancy 

ZONING: UZROW 

CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 2 

APPLICANT: RVK, Inc. / Kim Wolf 

OWNER: COSA, COSA 

TYPE OF WORK: Exterior Alterations - doors, windows, etc. 

REQUEST: 

The applicant is requesting approval to make the following exterior alterations at the Brackenridge Park Conservancy 

Office: 

1. Remove two existing doors located on the westside of the structure and replace openings with new wood windows 

to match the structure’s existing window condition. 

2. Remove an existing vent fan and exhaust fan on the east side of the building and patch with masonry to match 

existing.  

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 

UDC Sec. 35-643. - Alteration, Restoration and Rehabilitation. 

 

In considering an application for a certificate to alter, restore, rehabilitate, or add to a building, object, site or structure the 

historic and design review commission shall be guided by the following general standards of the Secretary of the Interior's 

Standards for Rehabilitation in addition to any specific design guidelines included in this article: 

 

(a)Every reasonable effort shall be made to adapt the property in a manner which requires minimal alteration of the 

building, structure, object, or site and its environment. 

(b)The distinguishing original qualities or character of a building, structure, object, or site and its environment, shall not 

be destroyed. The removal or alteration of any historic material or distinctive architectural features should be avoided 

when possible. 

(d)Changes which may have taken place in the course of time are evidence of the history and development of a building, 

structure, object, or site and its environment. These changes may have acquired significance in their own right, and this 

significance shall be recognized and respected. 

(e)Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship which characterize a building, structure, object, or 

site shall be kept where possible. 

(f)Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather than replaced, wherever possible. In the event replacement is 

necessary, the new material should reflect the material being replaced in composition, design, color, texture, and other 

visual qualities. Repair or replacement of missing architectural features should be based on accurate duplications of 

features, substantiated by historical, physical, or pictorial evidence rather than on conjectural designs or the availability of 

different architectural elements from other buildings or structures. 

(h)Every reasonable effort shall be made to protect and preserve archaeological resources affected by, or adjacent to, any 

project. 

(i)Contemporary design for alterations and additions to existing properties shall not be discouraged when such alterations 

and additions do not destroy significant historical, architectural or cultural material, and such design is compatible with 

the size, scale, color, material, and character of the property, neighborhood or environment. 

(j)Wherever possible, new additions or alterations to buildings, structures, objects, or sites shall be done in such a manner 

that if such additions or alterations were to be removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the building, 

structure, object, or site would be unimpaired. 

FINDINGS: 



a. Consistent with the UDC Sec. 36-643(a), the proposed alterations will be made to adapt the building in a manner 

which will require minimal changes to improve the functionality of the structure for its current use.  

b. The subject structure was constructed in 1979. The proposed removal of two hollow metal doors and an existing 

vent and exhaust fan would not destroy any distinguishing or significant features on the building. This is 

consistent with the UDC Sec. Sec. 36-643(b,d, and e). 

c. The two existing door openings will be replaced with two wood windows. New wrought iron grilles will be 

installed over the windows. The proposed window installation will match the existing windows in material, design 

and size. The existing wall will be cut to match the existing window head height and a masonry base will be 

constructed below the window bays to match the fabric of the façade. This is consistent with the UDC Sec. 36-

643(f)(j)&(i).  

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends approval based on findings a through c. 

CASE MANAGER: 

Alyson Smith 
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The City of San Antonio does not guarantee the accuracy, adequacy, completeness or usefulness of any information. The City does not warrant the completeness, timeliness, or positional, 

thematic, and attribute accuracy of the GIS data. The GIS data, cartographic products, and associated applications are not legal representations of the depicted data. Information shown on 

these maps is derived from public records that are constantly undergoing revision. Under no circumstances should GIS-derived products be used for final design purposes. The City provides 

this information on an "as is" basis without warranty of any kind, express or implied, including but not limited to warranties of merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose, and assumes no 

responsibility for anyone's use of the information.
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