
 

 

 HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 
December 06, 2017 

 
HDRC CASE NO: 2017-612 
ADDRESS: 517 E HOUSTON ST 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 422 BLK 26 W 26 FT OF 5 ARB A2 
ZONING: D,HS 
CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 1 
DISTRICT: Alamo Plaza Historic District 
LANDMARK: Rosenberg, Frank Building 
OWNER: Michael Litofsky 
TYPE OF WORK: remove plywood boards and install temporary plastic screens in storefront 
APPLICATION RECEIVED: November 8, 2017 
60-DAY REVIEW: January 7, 2018 

REQUEST: 

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to replace the plywood first floor 
façade with a SecureView Clearboarding system.  

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 
 
10. Commercial Facades  
B. ALTERATIONS (REHABILITATION, RESTORATION, AND RECONSTRUCTION)  
i. New features—Do not introduce new facade elements that alter or destroy the historic building character, 
such as adding inappropriate materials; altering the size or shape of windows, doors, bulkheads, and transom 
openings; or altering the façade from commercial to residential. Alterations should not disrupt the rhythm of the 
commercial block.  
ii. Historical commercial facades—Return non-historic facades to the original design based on photographic 
evidence. Keep in mind that some non-original facades may have gained historic importance and should be 
retained. When evidence is not available, ensure the scale, design, materials, color, and texture is compatible 
with the historic building. Consider the features of the design holistically so as to not include elements from 
multiple buildings and styles. 

FINDINGS: 
a. The structure at 517 E Houston is a constructed circa 1920, in a contributing structure to the Alamo 

Plaza Historic District, and is a locally designated landmark known as the Frank Rosenberg Building. 
b. PRIOR APPROVAL – In May 2015 the HDRC approved a proposal to restore portions of the storefront 

and Houston Street façade. This work was requested by a previous owner and never initiated. 
c. FAÇADE – The façade originally featured a recessed storefront with Art Deco architectural details. The 

original façade at the ground level was previously removed and replaced with gray painted plywood that 
mimicked the second floor profile down to the ground level. In November 2017, the plywood façade 
was replaced with SecureView Clearboarding in order to improve security and visibility into the site. 

d. CLEARBOARDING – The applicant has proposed to install plastic screens supported by wood studs. 
The specific product is called Clearboarding and is manufactured by SecureView. The applicant notes in 
the request that Clearboarding is a temporary installation material, but no plans for a long-term solution 
have been submitted at this time. According to the guidelines for commercial facades, new façade 
elements that alter the historic building character or materials are not recommended. Staff finds that the 
proposed material and configuration is not consistent with the guidelines and is not appropriate as a 
long-term solution for the treatment of the façade. 



 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff does not recommend approval of the installation SecureView Clearboarding based on findings d as a long 
-term solution. Staff recommends that the Clearboarding be removed within 90 days and that applicant submit 
an updated plan with a timeline for a permanent solution that is consistent with the Historic Design Guidelines. 
The applicant may utilize the previously-approved storefront design as a reference.   

CASE MANAGER: 

Huy Pham 
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Property
Address 517 E Houston

District/ Overlay Alamo Plaza

Owner Information Michael Litofsky

Location Map

Lat: 29.4264929137187 Long: -98.4872859189776

Site Visit
Date 11/01/2017

Time 02:23 PM (-5 GMT)

Present Staff Huy Pham

Present Individuals None

Types of Work Observed Exterior Maintenance and Alterations

Amount of Work Completed Completed

Description of work Non-original plywood enclosure replaced with clear plastic.

Action Taken
Violation Type No Certificate of Appropriateness (Code 35-451a)

OHP Action posted "Notice of Violation", Other [see field notes]

Deadline to contact office 11/01/2017

Field Notes Letter sent to owner 11/1/2017.
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Documentation
Photographs
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