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HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 
February 03, 2016 
Agenda Item No: 

HDRC CASE NO: 2016-050 
ADDRESS: 204 ALAMO PLAZA 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 143 BLK P-101A & LOT 1 THRU 4 
ZONING: D H HE RIO-3 
CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 1
DISTRICT: Alamo Plaza Historic District 
LANDMARK: Menger Hotel 
APPLICANT: Mike Stellato 
OWNER: 1859 Historic Hotels Ltd 
TYPE OF WORK: Restoring Main Entry Canopy 
REQUEST: 

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to remove the existing unoriginal panels on the 
entry canopy of the Menger Hotel and replace them with polycarbonate in order to restore the original glazed look of the 
canopy as it appeared in the early 20th century.  

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 

Historic Design Guidelines, Chapter 2, Guidelines for Exterior Maintenance and Alterations 

11. Canopies and Awnings  

A. MAINTENANCE (PRESERVATION)  
i. Existing canopies and awnings—Preserve existing historic awnings and canopies through regular cleaning and periodic 
inspections of the support system to ensure they are secure.  

B. ALTERATIONS (REHABILITATION, RESTORATION, AND RECONSTRUCTION)  
i. Replacement canopies and awnings—Replace canopies and awnings in-kind whenever possible.  
ii. New canopies and awnings—Add canopies and awnings based on accurate evidence of the original, such as 
photographs. If no such evidence exists, the design of new canopies and awnings should be based on the architectural 
style of the building and be proportionate in shape and size to the scale of the building façade to which they will be 
attached. See UDC Section 35-609(j).  
iii. Lighting—Do not internally illuminate awnings; however, lighting may be concealed in an awning to provide 
illumination to sidewalks or storefronts.  
iv. Awning materials—Use fire-resistant canvas awnings that are striped or solid in a color that is appropriate to the period 
of the building.  
v. Building features—Avoid obscuring building features such as arched transom windows with new canopies or awnings.  
vi. Support structure—Support awnings with metal or wood frames, matching the historic support system whenever 
possible. Minimize damage to historic materials when anchoring the support system. For example, anchors should be 
inserted into mortar rather than brick. Ensure that the support structure is integrated into the structure of the building as to
avoid stress on the structural stability of the façade.  

FINDINGS: 

a. The Menger Hotel is located on the southern side of Alamo Plaza. It was built in 1859 by architect John M. Fries and 
owned by William Menger. The hotel changed hands several times after Menger’s death in 1871. In 1909 architect 
Alfred Giles was hired to renovate the hotel, and added a glazed iron canopy across the main floor supported by iron 
columns.  



b. The applicant is requesting to remove the existing canopy panels, which appear to be made of a synthetic material and 
unoriginal to the canopy, and replace them with 6mm thick translucent polycarbonate panels in order to replicate the 
original glazed appearance of the canopy.  

c. According to the Guidelines for Exterior Maintenance and Alterations 11.B.ii, new canopies should be based on 
evidence of the original, such as photographs. The applicant has provided staff with photographs of the original 
canopy and how it appeared in the early 20th century at its time of construction. The photographs illustrate the metal 
canopy as having individual glass panels set into the metal frame. The proposal to remove the existing non-glass 
panels and install clear panels of polycarbonate is consistent with the Guidelines as well as the Secretary of Interior 
Standards for Restoration as a treatment. 

d. Staff finds that polycarbonate panels are an acceptable and comparable material in lieu of glass. When choosing 
restoration as a treatment, the Secretary of the Interior emphasizes that only those designs that can be documented as 
having been built should be re-created in a restoration project, and repairs may also include the limited replacement in 
kind--or with compatible substitute material--of extensively deteriorated or missing parts of existing features when 
there are surviving prototypes to use as a model.  

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends approval based on findings a through d with the following stipulations: 

i. The installation method of the new polycarbonate should not damage or compromise the existing metal canopy 
frame.

CASE MANAGER: 

Katie Totman 






































