HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION
February 01, 2017
Agenda Item No: 1

HDRC CASE NO: 2017-043

COMMON NAME: Koehler House

ADDRESS: 600/ 611 HEMISFAIR PLAZA WAY

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 13814 BLK 3 LOT 15 & SW IRR 416.30FT OF 12
ZONING: D HHS RIO-3

CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 1

DISTRICT: Hemisfair Historic District

APPLICANT: Rene Balderas

OWNER: Hemisfair Park Redvelopment Corporation

TYPE OF WORK: Installation of a communal garden, communal dining area and signage
REQUEST:

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to:
1. Construct a communal garden.
2. Construct an outdoor community dining area.
3. Install a blade sign to feature twelve square feet.
4. Install a painted wall sign to feature approximately eighteen square feet.

APPLICABLE CITATIONS:
Historic Design Guidelines, Chapter 5, Guidelines for Site Elements
2. Fences and Walls

B. NEW FENCES AND WALLS

i. Design—New fences and walls should appear similar to those used historically within the district in terms of their scale,
transparency, and character. Design of fence should respond to the design and materials of the house or main structure.
ii. Location—Avoid installing a fence or wall in a location where one did not historically exist, particularly within the
front yard. The appropriateness of a front yard fence or wall is dependent on conditions within a specific historic district.
New front yard fences or wall should not be introduced within historic districts that have not historically had them.

iii. Height—Limit the height of new fences and walls within the front yard to a maximum of four feet. The
appropriateness of a front yard fence is dependent on conditions within a specific historic district. New front yard fences
should not be introduced within historic districts that have not historically had them. If a taller fence or wall existed
historically, additional height may be considered. The height of a new retaining wall should not exceed the height of the
slope it retains.

iv. Prohibited materials—Do not use exposed concrete masonry units (CMU), Keystone or similar interlocking retaining
wall systems, concrete block, vinyl fencing, or chain link fencing.

3. Landscape Design

A. PLANTINGS

i. Historic Gardens— Maintain front yard gardens when appropriate within a specific historic district.

ii. Historic Lawns—Do not fully remove and replace traditional lawn areas with impervious hardscape. Limit the removal
of lawn areas to mulched planting beds or pervious hardscapes in locations where they would historically be found, such
as along fences, walkways, or drives. Low-growing plantings should be used in historic lawn areas; invasive or large-scale
species should be avoided. Historic lawn areas should never be reduced by more than 50%.

iii. Native xeric plant materials—Select native and/or xeric plants that thrive in local conditions and reduce watering
usage. See UDC Appendix E: San Antonio Recommended Plant List—All Suited to Xeriscape Planting Methods, for a list
of appropriate materials and planting methods. Select plant materials with a similar character, growth habit, and light
requirements as those being replaced.

iv. Plant palettes—If a varied plant palette is used, incorporate species of taller heights, such informal elements should be
restrained to small areas of the front yard or to the rear or side yard so as not to obstruct views of or otherwise distract



from the historic structure.

v. Maintenance—Maintain existing landscape features. Do not introduce landscape elements that will obscure the historic
structure or are located as to retain moisture on walls or foundations (e.g., dense foundation plantings or vines) or as to
cause damage.

Historic Design Guidelines, Chapter 6, Guidelines for Signage
1. General

A. GENERAL

i. Number and size—Each building will be allowed one major and two minor signs. Total requested signage should not
exceed 50 square feet.

ii. New signs—Select the type of sign to be used based on evidence of historic signs or sign attachment parts along the
building storefront where possible. Design signs to respect and respond to the character and/or period of the area in which
they are being placed. Signs should identify the tenant without creating visual clutter or distracting from building features
and historic districts.

iii. Scale—Design signage to be in proportion to the facade, respecting the building’s size, scale and mass, height, and
rhythms and sizes of window and door openings. Scale signage (in terms of its height and width) to be subordinate to the
overall building composition.

C. PLACEMENT AND INSTALLATION

i. Location—Place signs where historically located and reuse sign attachment parts where they exist. Do not erect signs
above the cornice line or uppermost portion of a facade wall, or where they will disfigure or conceal architectural details,
window openings, doors, or other significant details.

ii. Obstruction of historic features—Avoid obscuring historic building features such as cornices, gables, porches,
balconies, or other decorative elements with new signs.

iii. Damage—Avoid irreversible damage caused by installing a sign. For example, mount a sign to the mortar rather than
the historic masonry.

iv. Pedestrian orientation—Orient signs toward the sidewalk to maintain the pedestrian oriented nature of the historic
districts.

D. DESIGN

i. Inappropriate materials—Do not use plastic, fiberglass, highly reflective materials that will be difficult to read, or other
synthetic materials not historically used in the district.

ii. Appropriate materials—Construct signs of durable materials used for signs during the period of the building's
construction, such as wood, wrought iron, steel, aluminum, and metal grill work.

iii. Color—Limit the number of colors used on a sign to three. Select a dark background with light lettering to make signs
more legible.

iv. Typefaces—Select letter styles and sizes that complement the overall character of the building facade. Avoid hard-to-
read or overly intricate styles.

E. LIGHTING

i. Lighting sources—Use only indirect or bare-bulb sources that do not produce glare to illuminate signs. All illumination
shall be steady and stationary. Internal illumination should not be used.

ii. Neon lighting—Incorporate neon lighting as an integral architectural element or artwork appropriate to the site, if used.

FINDINGS:

a. The applicant has proposed to construct a communal garden and outdoor dining area at Hemisfair Park to the
immediate south of the location of the Koehler and Espinoza Houses. Constructed circa 1890, both the Koehler
and Espinoza houses feature brick facades, symmetrical plans and standing seam metal roofs.

b. COMMUNAL GARDEN - The applicant has proposed to construct a communal garden adjacent to the side and
rear of the Espinoza House. The applicant has proposed for the gardens to contain raised planters to feature corten
walls, tree pots and a chicken coop to feature wood panels and a chicken wire fence. The applicant has proposed a
location at the rear of the primary historic structure which staff finds appropriate. Additionally, the applicant has
proposed materials, including wood fencing elements, that are commonly found throughout historic districts. Staff
finds the proposed communal garden appropriate.



c. COMMUNAL DINING AREA - Between the Koehler and Espinoza Houses, the applicant has proposed to
construct a communal dining area. The communal dining area is to feature tree pots, wood table and benches and
will feature the existing surface materials. Staff finds this installation appropriate.

d. BLADE SIGN - Attached to the front porch of the Koehler House, the applicant has proposed to install one blade
sign to feature twelve (12) total square feet in size. The applicant has proposed for the signage to feature both
internal and external illumination, a custom fabricated sign cabinet and a custom fabricated bracket. Staff finds
the proposed installation, location and lighting method appropriate. The applicant should remain consistent with
the Guidelines for Signage and install a sign that features metal materials and faces.

e. WALL SIGN — At the rear of the primary historic structure, the applicant has proposed to install a painted or
applied graphic element wall sign on the north wall of an existing rear addition. The proposed sign is to match the
blade sign in graphics and will feature an overall square footage of approximately eighteen (18) square feet. Staff
finds the proposed installation to be appropriate and consistent with the Guidelines for Signage. Both a painted
and applied element wall sign would be located on a non-original portion of the structure on a material, stucco,
that can be refinished or repainted to remove any signage elements.

f. ARCHAEOLOGY - The development project shall comply with all federal, state, and local laws, rules, and
regulations regarding archaeology.

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends approval of items #1 through #4 based on findings a through e with the following stipulation:
i.  That the applicant remain consistent with the Guidelines for Signage and install a sign that features metal
materials and faces.
ii.  The development project shall comply with all federal, state, and local laws, rules, and regulations regarding
archaeology.

CASE MANAGER:
Edward Hall
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SCOPE OF WORK

1) COMMUNAL GARDEN

With a passion for quality and the freshest ingredients, CommonWealth’s French chefs and
bakers enjoy stepping outside the kitchen to hand-pick herbs and spices: tarragon for our
chicken tarragon salad, mint for the infused water, and basil for our tomato basil soup. The
chicken coop will house three chickens along with a chicken run, where families get to see first
hand how a community garden works. Not to mention those that come early get fresh eggs in
their omelet or breakfast tacos.

¢ afenced area for families

¢ raised planters that allow community gardening

e a chicken coup and chicken run

e potted fig trees

e ADA accessible

¢ fence to be made out of: natural cedar and square wire mesh
® raised planters to have exterior panels that will rust over time
e tree pots: to be made out of resin material

2) COMMUNITY DINING AREA

As the community coffeehouse, CommonWealth prides itself in the diversity of its patrons as
well as contributing to the growth of our city. The community table would serve as the perfect
means not just to welcome park-goers and patrons to meet and mingle but also as a setting for
community activities. Hemisfair plans on organizing various student-oriented functions around
art and music and CommonWealth has a history of working with local non profits affiliated with
foster care centers, literacy groups, refugee resettlement agencies, and veteran’s affairs. This
table would serve as the gathering space for our greater community.

e afamily style large table with bench seating

e potted fig trees

e table and bench: natural cedar solid timber construction
e tree pots: to be made out of resin material
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KOEHLER AND ESPINOZA HOUSE KEY SITE PLAN
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Commonwealth
Koehler House

611 Hemisfair Boulevard San Antonio, TX 78205
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PROJECT

HDRC Hemisfair Park Retail Exterior Signage

AUSTIN, TEXAS

PROJECT DESIGNERS DATE PAGE

Page/Dyal Branding & Graphics 23 December 2016

Page Southerland Page, Inc
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Not For Construction 15



Commonwealth
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Commonwealth
Koehler House
611 Hemisfair Boulevard San Antonio, TX 78205

1. Front Exterior Sign
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Koehler House
611 Hemisfair Boulevard San Antonio, TX 78205
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Commonwealth
Koehler House
611 Hemisfair Boulevard San Antonio, TX 78205

2. Rear Exterior Sign

SPECIFICATION FEATURES
Material
Housing, hood, straightarm and  Lens Electrical
wall mounting plate are precision- Tempered glass lens, factory sealed Remote 12V transformer required
machined from corrosion- with high temperature adhesive to (not included). Available from Lumi#
resistant billet stock 6061-T6 prevent water intrusion and breakage  as an y - see the A ies
aluminum. Premium metals such gy to thermal shock. &Technical Data ion of the log
as C360 brass, C932 bronze, C110 for details. NOTE: initial power draw on
copper or 303/304 steel  Adjustable Mounting Arm LED equipped fixtures is 15 watts.
are available on request. . Straight arm as standard, providing ~ When sizing transformer use 15 watts
Finish 195° of ical adjt Op per LED fixture. Nominal power draw
Fixtures constructed from 6061-T6 127 187 247 30" or 36" straight after start up is 6 watts or 10 watts

umi are double p d arms are available (specify option accordingly.
by a chemical film undercoating  “SA12 -SA18, -SA24, -SA30 or
and polyester powdercost -SA36). Stainless steel aim-locking Lamp ) 922-CRS
paint finish, surpassing the hanisms are dard. 4-1/4" Halogen lamp not included. Soraa lamp CAMBRIA
rigorous di ds of the outd: di wall ing plate attaches compatible (6W Max). LED modules
environment. A variety of directly to standard J-box with are included and are available in four
standard colors are available. provided screws. L 's exclusi color temp (2700, 3000, 4000, LED

Siphon Protection System (S.PS.) and 5700) and three distributions HALOGEN

Hood p water from siphoning into (spot, narrow, and flood). Both color ——
Hood is removable for easy the fixture through its own lead wires. temperature and distribution must be
relamping and accepts up to three specified when ordering. APPLICATIONS:
internal accessories at once Hardware SIGN LIGHT
(I , | filters) to ach Stainless steel hardh is d
multiple lighting effects. Weep to provide maximum corrosion- Warranty .
holes prevent water and mineral o ciceance Lumi its g
stains from collecting on the lens, defects in ials & work hil
even in the straight-up position. Socket for three (3) years. Auxiliary equipment
Gasket Ceramic socket with 250° CTeflon® rud1 as trantfhomers, blallasts faand e

as! . lamps carry the original manufacture:
Housing and hood are sealed with gz::d lead wires and GUS.3 bi-pin warranty.

a high temperature silicone o-ring
gasket to prevent water intrusion.

2-3/8" L7 S, [ S . 30 36" 232
"lsomml "7 (305mm) [457mm) (610mm) " [762mm] — [915mm) _—rr (17mm]

_—l CERTIFICATION DATA
UL and cUL Wet Location Listed
/\ A\ . LM79/LM80 Compliant
¥l > l & ¥ s micogmampmmmt jon Rated
TECHNICAL DATA
Low Voltage:
50W Max Halogen MR16
6W LED, L70/60,000 hours at 25°C
;’;;J.i:}\/ 10W LED, L70/60,000 hoursat 26°C
5‘(#‘“‘EY AVE & BEGg/g sy 3
PIGEONHOLE - = Painted or
applied graphic element
EGINSTILL
FRGIECT PROJECT DESIGNERS DATE B PAGE
N PROGRESS
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Koehler House
611 Hemisfair Boulevard San Antonio, TX 78205
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