
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 

July 19, 2017 

HDRC CASE NO: 2017-345 

ADDRESS: 325 E PARK AVE 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 1751 BLK 6 LOT 8 

ZONING: RM-4 H 

CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 1 

DISTRICT: Tobin Hill Historic District 

APPLICANT: Adan Ochoa/AO Design 

OWNER: Andrew Liguori 

TYPE OF WORK: Exterior modifications, fencing, rear accessory structure modifications 

REQUEST: 

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to: 

1. Add a new rail element above the existing second story balcony.

2. Modify the fenestration of an existing rear accessory structure.

3. Add a deck and pergola to an existing rear accessory structure.

4. Install a wooden rear privacy fence to be eight feet in height.

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 

Historic Design Guidelines, Chapter 2, Exterior Maintenance and Alterations 

1. Materials: Woodwork

A. MAINTENANCE (PRESERVATION)

i. Inspections—Conduct semi-annual inspections of all exterior wood elements to verify condition and determine

maintenance needs.

ii. Cleaning—Clean exterior surfaces annually with mild household cleaners and water. Avoid using high pressure power

washing and any abrasive cleaning or striping methods that can damage the historic wood siding and detailing.

iii. Paint preparation—Remove peeling, flaking, or failing paint surfaces from historic woodwork using the gentlest

means possible to protect the integrity of the historic wood surface. Acceptable methods for paint removal include

scraping and sanding, thermal removal, and when necessary, mild chemical strippers. Sand blasting and water blasting

should never be used to remove paint from any surface. Sand only to the next sound level of paint, not all the way to the

wood, and address any moisture and deterioration issues before repainting.

iv. Repainting—Paint once the surface is clean and dry using a paint type that will adhere to the surface properly. See

General Paint Type Recommendations in Preservation Brief #10 listed under Additional Resources for more information.

v. Repair—Repair deteriorated areas or refasten loose elements with an exterior wood filler, epoxy, or glue.

B. ALTERATIONS (REHABILITATION, RESTORATION, AND RECONSTRUCTION)

i. Façade materials—Avoid removing materials that are in good condition or that can be repaired in place. Consider

exposing original wood siding if it is currently covered with vinyl or aluminum siding, stucco, or other materials that have

not achieved historic significance.

ii. Materials—Use in-kind materials when possible or materials similar in size, scale, and character when exterior

woodwork is beyond repair. Ensure replacement siding is installed to match the original pattern, including exposures. Do

not introduce modern materials that can accelerate and hide deterioration of historic materials. Hardiboard and other

cementitious materials are not recommended.

iii. Replacement elements—Replace wood elements in-kind as a replacement for existing wood siding, matching in

profile, dimensions, material, and finish, when beyond repair.

B. ALTERATIONS (REHABILITATION, RESTORATION, AND RECONSTRUCTION)

i. Doors—Replace doors, hardware, fanlight, sidelights, pilasters, and entablatures in-kind when possible and when

deteriorated beyond repair. When in-kind replacement is not feasible, ensure features match the size, material, and profile

of the historic element.



 

 

ii. New entrances—Ensure that new entrances, when necessary to comply with other regulations, are compatible in size, 

scale, shape, proportion, material, and massing with historic entrances.  

iii. Glazed area—Avoid installing interior floors or suspended ceilings that block the glazed area of historic windows.  

iv. Window design—Install new windows to match the historic or existing windows in terms of size, type, configuration, 

material, form, appearance, and detail when original windows are deteriorated beyond repair.  

v. Muntins—Use the exterior muntin pattern, profile, and size appropriate for the historic building when replacement 

windows are necessary. Do not use internal muntins sandwiched between layers of glass.  

vi. Replacement glass—Use clear glass when replacement glass is necessary. Do not use tinted glass, reflective glass, 

opaque glass, and other non-traditional glass types unless it was used historically. When established by the architectural 

style of the building, patterned, leaded, or colored glass can be used.  

vii. Non-historic windows—Replace non-historic incompatible windows with windows that are typical of the architectural 

style of the building.  

viii. Security bars—Install security bars only on the interior of windows and doors.  

ix. Screens—Utilize wood screen window frames matching in profile, size, and design of those historically found when 

the existing screens are deteriorated beyond repair. Ensure that the tint of replacement screens closely matches the original 

screens or those used historically.  

x. Shutters—Incorporate shutters only where they existed historically and where appropriate to the architectural style of 

the house. Shutters should match the height and width of the opening and be mounted to be operational or appear to be 

operational. Do not mount shutters directly onto any historic wall material.  

 

7. Architectural Features: Porches, Balconies, and Porte-Cocheres  

A. MAINTENANCE (PRESERVATION)  

i. Existing porches, balconies, and porte-cocheres—Preserve porches, balconies, and porte-cocheres. Do not add new 

porches, balconies, or porte-cocheres where not historically present.  

ii. Balusters—Preserve existing balusters. When replacement is necessary, replace in-kind when possible or with balusters 

that match the originals in terms of materials, spacing, profile, dimension, finish, and height of the railing.  

iii. Floors—Preserve original wood or concrete porch floors. Do not cover original porch floors of wood or concrete with 

carpet, tile, or other materials unless they were used historically.  

 

B. ALTERATIONS (REHABILITATION, RESTORATION, AND RECONSTRUCTION)  

i. Front porches—Refrain from enclosing front porches. Approved screen panels should be simple in design as to not 

change the character of the structure or the historic fabric.  

ii. Side and rear porches—Refrain from enclosing side and rear porches, particularly when connected to the main porch or 

balcony. Original architectural details should not be obscured by any screening or enclosure materials. Alterations to side 

and rear porches should result in a space that functions, and is visually interpreted as, a porch.  

iii. Replacement—Replace in-kind porches, balconies, porte-cocheres, and related elements, such as ceilings, floors, and 

columns, when such features are deteriorated beyond repair. When in-kind replacement is not feasible, the design should 

be compatible in scale, massing, and detail while materials should match in color, texture, dimensions, and finish.  

iv. Adding elements—Design replacement elements, such as stairs, to be simple so as to not distract from the historic 

character of the building. Do not add new elements and details that create a false historic appearance.  

v. Reconstruction—Reconstruct porches, balconies, and porte-cocheres based on accurate evidence of the original, such as 

photographs. If no such evidence exists, the design should be based on the architectural style of the building and historic 

patterns.  

 

9. Outbuildings, Including Garages  

A. MAINTENANCE (PRESERVATION)  

i. Existing outbuildings—Preserve existing historic outbuildings where they remain.  

ii. Materials—Repair outbuildings and their distinctive features in-kind. When new materials are needed, they should 

match existing materials in color, durability, and texture. Refer to maintenance and alteration of applicable materials 

above, for additional guidelines.  

B. ALTERATIONS (REHABILITATION, RESTORATION, AND RECONSTRUCTION)  

i. Garage doors—Ensure that replacement garage doors are compatible with those found on historic garages in the district 

(e.g., wood paneled) as well as with the principal structure. When not visible from the public right-of-way, modern 

paneled garage doors may be acceptable.  



 

 

ii. Replacement—Replace historic outbuildings only if they are beyond repair. In-kind replacement is preferred; however, 

when it is not possible, ensure that they are reconstructed in the same location using similar scale, proportion, color, and 

materials as the original historic structure.  

iii. Reconstruction—Reconstruct outbuildings based on accurate evidence of the original, such as photographs. If no such 

evidence exists, the design should be based on the architectural style of the primary building and historic patterns in the 

district. Add permanent foundations to existing outbuildings where foundations did not historically exist only as a last 

resort.  

 

Historic Design Guidelines, Chapter 5, Guidelines for Site Elements  

 

1. Topography  

A. TOPOGRAPHIC FEATURES  

i. Historic topography—Avoid significantly altering the topography of a property (i.e., extensive grading). Do not alter 

character-defining features such as berms or sloped front lawns that help define the character of the public right-of-way. 

Maintain the established lawn to help prevent erosion. If turf is replaced over time, new plant materials in these areas 

should be low-growing and suitable for the prevention of erosion.  

ii. New construction—Match the historic topography of adjacent lots prevalent along the block face for new construction. 

Do not excavate raised lots to accommodate additional building height or an additional story for new construction.  

iii. New elements—Minimize changes in topography resulting from new elements, like driveways and walkways, through 

appropriate siting and design. New site elements should work with, rather than change, character-defining topography 

when possible.  

 

2. Fences and Walls  

A. HISTORIC FENCES AND WALLS  

i. Preserve—Retain historic fences and walls.  

ii. Repair and replacement—Replace only deteriorated sections that are beyond repair. Match replacement materials 

(including mortar) to the color, texture, size, profile, and finish of the original.  

iii. Application of paint and cementitious coatings—Do not paint historic masonry walls or cover them with stone facing 

or stucco or other cementitious coatings.  

B. NEW FENCES AND WALLS  

i. Design—New fences and walls should appear similar to those used historically within the district in terms of their scale, 

transparency, and character. Design of fence should respond to the design and materials of the house or main structure.  

ii. Location—Avoid installing a fence or wall in a location where one did not historically exist, particularly within the 

front yard. The appropriateness of a front yard fence or wall is dependent on conditions within a specific historic district. 

New front yard fences or wall should not be introduced within historic districts that have not historically had them.  

iii. Height—Limit the height of new fences and walls within the front yard to a maximum of four feet. The 

appropriateness of a front yard fence is dependent on conditions within a specific historic district. New front yard fences 

should not be introduced within historic districts that have not historically had them. If a taller fence or wall existed 

historically, additional height may be considered. The height of a new retaining wall should not exceed the height of the 

slope it retains.  

iv. Prohibited materials—Do not use exposed concrete masonry units (CMU), Keystone or similar interlocking retaining 

wall systems, concrete block, vinyl fencing, or chain link fencing.  

v. Appropriate materials—Construct new fences or walls of materials similar to fence materials historically used in the 

district. Select materials that are similar in scale, texture, color, and form as those historically used in the district, and that 

are compatible with the main structure. Screening incompatible uses—Review alternative fence heights and materials for 

appropriateness where residential properties are adjacent to commercial or other potentially incompatible uses.  

C. PRIVACY FENCES AND WALLS  

i. Relationship to front facade—Set privacy fences back from the front façade of the building, rather than aligning them 

with the front façade of the structure to reduce their visual prominence.  

ii. Location – Do not use privacy fences in front yards.  

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 

 



 

 

Historic Design Guidelines, Chapter 2, Exterior Maintenance and Alterations 

1. Materials: Woodwork  

A. MAINTENANCE (PRESERVATION)  

i. Inspections—Conduct semi-annual inspections of all exterior wood elements to verify condition and determine 

maintenance needs.  

ii. Cleaning—Clean exterior surfaces annually with mild household cleaners and water. Avoid using high pressure power 

washing and any abrasive cleaning or striping methods that can damage the historic wood siding and detailing.  

iii. Paint preparation—Remove peeling, flaking, or failing paint surfaces from historic woodwork using the gentlest 

means possible to protect the integrity of the historic wood surface. Acceptable methods for paint removal include 

scraping and sanding, thermal removal, and when necessary, mild chemical strippers. Sand blasting and water blasting 

should never be used to remove paint from any surface. Sand only to the next sound level of paint, not all the way to the 

wood, and address any moisture and deterioration issues before repainting.  

iv. Repainting—Paint once the surface is clean and dry using a paint type that will adhere to the surface properly. See 

General Paint Type Recommendations in Preservation Brief #10 listed under Additional Resources for more information.  

v. Repair—Repair deteriorated areas or refasten loose elements with an exterior wood filler, epoxy, or glue.  

B. ALTERATIONS (REHABILITATION, RESTORATION, AND RECONSTRUCTION)  

i. Façade materials—Avoid removing materials that are in good condition or that can be repaired in place. Consider 

exposing original wood siding if it is currently covered with vinyl or aluminum siding, stucco, or other materials that have 

not achieved historic significance.  

ii. Materials—Use in-kind materials when possible or materials similar in size, scale, and character when exterior 

woodwork is beyond repair. Ensure replacement siding is installed to match the original pattern, including exposures. Do 

not introduce modern materials that can accelerate and hide deterioration of historic materials. Hardiboard and other 

cementitious materials are not recommended.  

iii. Replacement elements—Replace wood elements in-kind as a replacement for existing wood siding, matching in 

profile, dimensions, material, and finish, when beyond repair.  

 

B. ALTERATIONS (REHABILITATION, RESTORATION, AND RECONSTRUCTION)  

i. Doors—Replace doors, hardware, fanlight, sidelights, pilasters, and entablatures in-kind when possible and when 

deteriorated beyond repair. When in-kind replacement is not feasible, ensure features match the size, material, and profile 

of the historic element.  

ii. New entrances—Ensure that new entrances, when necessary to comply with other regulations, are compatible in size, 

scale, shape, proportion, material, and massing with historic entrances.  

iii. Glazed area—Avoid installing interior floors or suspended ceilings that block the glazed area of historic windows.  

iv. Window design—Install new windows to match the historic or existing windows in terms of size, type, configuration, 

material, form, appearance, and detail when original windows are deteriorated beyond repair.  

v. Muntins—Use the exterior muntin pattern, profile, and size appropriate for the historic building when replacement 

windows are necessary. Do not use internal muntins sandwiched between layers of glass.  

vi. Replacement glass—Use clear glass when replacement glass is necessary. Do not use tinted glass, reflective glass, 

opaque glass, and other non-traditional glass types unless it was used historically. When established by the architectural 

style of the building, patterned, leaded, or colored glass can be used.  

vii. Non-historic windows—Replace non-historic incompatible windows with windows that are typical of the architectural 

style of the building.  

viii. Security bars—Install security bars only on the interior of windows and doors.  

ix. Screens—Utilize wood screen window frames matching in profile, size, and design of those historically found when 

the existing screens are deteriorated beyond repair. Ensure that the tint of replacement screens closely matches the original 

screens or those used historically.  

x. Shutters—Incorporate shutters only where they existed historically and where appropriate to the architectural style of 

the house. Shutters should match the height and width of the opening and be mounted to be operational or appear to be 

operational. Do not mount shutters directly onto any historic wall material.  

 

7. Architectural Features: Porches, Balconies, and Porte-Cocheres  

A. MAINTENANCE (PRESERVATION)  

i. Existing porches, balconies, and porte-cocheres—Preserve porches, balconies, and porte-cocheres. Do not add new 

porches, balconies, or porte-cocheres where not historically present.  



 

 

ii. Balusters—Preserve existing balusters. When replacement is necessary, replace in-kind when possible or with balusters 

that match the originals in terms of materials, spacing, profile, dimension, finish, and height of the railing.  

iii. Floors—Preserve original wood or concrete porch floors. Do not cover original porch floors of wood or concrete with 

carpet, tile, or other materials unless they were used historically.  

 

B. ALTERATIONS (REHABILITATION, RESTORATION, AND RECONSTRUCTION)  

i. Front porches—Refrain from enclosing front porches. Approved screen panels should be simple in design as to not 

change the character of the structure or the historic fabric.  

ii. Side and rear porches—Refrain from enclosing side and rear porches, particularly when connected to the main porch or 

balcony. Original architectural details should not be obscured by any screening or enclosure materials. Alterations to side 

and rear porches should result in a space that functions, and is visually interpreted as, a porch.  

iii. Replacement—Replace in-kind porches, balconies, porte-cocheres, and related elements, such as ceilings, floors, and 

columns, when such features are deteriorated beyond repair. When in-kind replacement is not feasible, the design should 

be compatible in scale, massing, and detail while materials should match in color, texture, dimensions, and finish.  

iv. Adding elements—Design replacement elements, such as stairs, to be simple so as to not distract from the historic 

character of the building. Do not add new elements and details that create a false historic appearance.  

v. Reconstruction—Reconstruct porches, balconies, and porte-cocheres based on accurate evidence of the original, such as 

photographs. If no such evidence exists, the design should be based on the architectural style of the building and historic 

patterns.  

 

8. Architectural Features: Foundations  

A. MAINTENANCE (PRESERVATION)  

i. Details—Preserve the height, proportion, exposure, form, and details of a foundation such as decorative vents, grilles, 

and lattice work.  

ii. Ventilation—Ensure foundations are vented to control moisture underneath the dwelling, preventing deterioration.  

iii. Drainage—Ensure downspouts are directed away and soil is sloped away from the foundation to avoid moisture 

collection near the foundation.  

iv. Repair—Inspect foundations regularly for sufficient drainage and ventilation, keeping it clear of vegetation. Also 

inspect for deteriorated materials such as limestone and repair accordingly. Refer to maintenance and alteration of 

applicable materials, for additional guidelines.  

B. ALTERATIONS (REHABILITATION, RESTORATION, AND RECONSTRUCTION)  

i. Replacement features—Ensure that features such as decorative vents and grilles and lattice panels are replaced in-kind 

when deteriorated beyond repair. When in-kind replacement is not possible, use features matching in size, material, and 

design. Replacement skirting should consist of durable, proven materials, and should either match the existing siding or be 

applied to have minimal visual impact.  

ii. Alternative materials—Cedar piers may be replaced with concrete piers if they are deteriorated beyond repair.  

iii. Shoring—Provide proper support of the structure while the foundation is rebuilt or repaired.  

iv. New utilities—Avoid placing new utility and mechanical connections through the foundation along the primary façade 

or where visible from the public right-of-way.  

 

9. Outbuildings, Including Garages  

A. MAINTENANCE (PRESERVATION)  

i. Existing outbuildings—Preserve existing historic outbuildings where they remain.  

ii. Materials—Repair outbuildings and their distinctive features in-kind. When new materials are needed, they should 

match existing materials in color, durability, and texture. Refer to maintenance and alteration of applicable materials 

above, for additional guidelines.  

B. ALTERATIONS (REHABILITATION, RESTORATION, AND RECONSTRUCTION)  

i. Garage doors—Ensure that replacement garage doors are compatible with those found on historic garages in the district 

(e.g., wood paneled) as well as with the principal structure. When not visible from the public right-of-way, modern 

paneled garage doors may be acceptable.  

ii. Replacement—Replace historic outbuildings only if they are beyond repair. In-kind replacement is preferred; however, 

when it is not possible, ensure that they are reconstructed in the same location using similar scale, proportion, color, and 

materials as the original historic structure.  

iii. Reconstruction—Reconstruct outbuildings based on accurate evidence of the original, such as photographs. If no such 



 

 

evidence exists, the design should be based on the architectural style of the primary building and historic patterns in the 

district. Add permanent foundations to existing outbuildings where foundations did not historically exist only as a last 

resort.  

 

Historic Design Guidelines, Chapter 5, Guidelines for Site Elements  

 

1. Topography  

A. TOPOGRAPHIC FEATURES  

i. Historic topography—Avoid significantly altering the topography of a property (i.e., extensive grading). Do not alter 

character-defining features such as berms or sloped front lawns that help define the character of the public right-of-way. 

Maintain the established lawn to help prevent erosion. If turf is replaced over time, new plant materials in these areas 

should be low-growing and suitable for the prevention of erosion.  

ii. New construction—Match the historic topography of adjacent lots prevalent along the block face for new construction. 

Do not excavate raised lots to accommodate additional building height or an additional story for new construction.  

iii. New elements—Minimize changes in topography resulting from new elements, like driveways and walkways, through 

appropriate siting and design. New site elements should work with, rather than change, character-defining topography 

when possible.  

 

2. Fences and Walls  

A. HISTORIC FENCES AND WALLS  

i. Preserve—Retain historic fences and walls.  

ii. Repair and replacement—Replace only deteriorated sections that are beyond repair. Match replacement materials 

(including mortar) to the color, texture, size, profile, and finish of the original.  

iii. Application of paint and cementitious coatings—Do not paint historic masonry walls or cover them with stone facing 

or stucco or other cementitious coatings.  

B. NEW FENCES AND WALLS  

i. Design—New fences and walls should appear similar to those used historically within the district in terms of their scale, 

transparency, and character. Design of fence should respond to the design and materials of the house or main structure.  

ii. Location—Avoid installing a fence or wall in a location where one did not historically exist, particularly within the 

front yard. The appropriateness of a front yard fence or wall is dependent on conditions within a specific historic district. 

New front yard fences or wall should not be introduced within historic districts that have not historically had them.  

iii. Height—Limit the height of new fences and walls within the front yard to a maximum of four feet. The 

appropriateness of a front yard fence is dependent on conditions within a specific historic district. New front yard fences 

should not be introduced within historic districts that have not historically had them. If a taller fence or wall existed 

historically, additional height may be considered. The height of a new retaining wall should not exceed the height of the 

slope it retains.  

iv. Prohibited materials—Do not use exposed concrete masonry units (CMU), Keystone or similar interlocking retaining 

wall systems, concrete block, vinyl fencing, or chain link fencing.  

v. Appropriate materials—Construct new fences or walls of materials similar to fence materials historically used in the 

district. Select materials that are similar in scale, texture, color, and form as those historically used in the district, and that 

are compatible with the main structure. Screening incompatible uses—Review alternative fence heights and materials for 

appropriateness where residential properties are adjacent to commercial or other potentially incompatible uses.  

C. PRIVACY FENCES AND WALLS  

i. Relationship to front facade—Set privacy fences back from the front façade of the building, rather than aligning them 

with the front façade of the structure to reduce their visual prominence.  

ii. Location – Do not use privacy fences in front yards.  

 

UDC Sec. 35-514. - Fences.  

(a) General. 

(1) No fence may be constructed, repaired, or expanded within the city limits without first obtaining a building permit for 

such work, with the exception of any fence work specifically exempted by chapter 10, subsection 10-6(e) of the City 

Code. 

(2) Fence Clear Vision Area. 

a. Street Intersections on Residential Corner Lots. No fence exceeding three (3) feet in height within the city or ETJ shall 



 

 

be erected, constructed, or built on a corner lot within the area formed by measuring twenty-five (25) feet in each 

direction from the street curb. 

b. Driveway, Accessway, or Alley Intersections on Residential Lots. No fence exceeding three (3) feet in height within the 

city or ETJ shall be erected, constructed, or built within a triangle formed by measuring fifteen (15) feet in each direction 

from the point where a driveway, accessway, or alley intersects with the street curb. 

c. Administrative Exception. Subsections a. and b. above notwithstanding, where it can be demonstrated that a lesser 

fence clear vision area would be required utilizing the standards of subsection 35-506(d)(5) intersection sight distance, an 

administrative exception may be granted to allow a lesser fence clear vision area than otherwise would be required for a 

similarly situated property. 

d. Variances. Variances to this section may be permissible in accordance with section 35-482. 

e. Review. All fence clear vision areas are subject to review by the development services department. 

(3) Freestanding walls, not an integral load bearing portion of a structure, whether constructed of masonry or wood 

framing, shall be considered fencing. Walls connected to a building and designed as a visual and noise barrier between a 

loading dock or similar use and a residential use, shall not be considered fencing and may extend to a height of sixteen 

(16) feet and a distance of fifty-five (55) feet from the building. Walls to be constructed in excess of eight (8) feet in 

height shall require certification by a licensed engineer that the foundation and support structure are designed to sustain 

wind loads in accordance with the International Building Code. 

(4) All solid screen fences allowed to be constructed in excess of eight (8) feet in height shall require certification by a 

licensed engineer that the foundation and support structure are designed to sustain wind loads in accordance with the 

International Building Code. 

(5) If the subject property is within a historic district, corridor overlay or a neighborhood conservation district the historic 

preservation officer (or their designee) or the director of development services (or their designee) shall make a finding of 

compliance and compatibility with the provisions of the historic, corridor and/or neighborhood conservation district prior 

to issuance of a building permit for any fence. 

(6) All fences shall be constructed of wood, chain link, stone, rock, concrete block, pre-cast concrete panels, masonry 

brick, brick, decorative wrought iron or other material(s) which are similar in durability. 

 

(c) Height Limitation. 

(1) Except for the provisions in section (b) above no fence shall exceed the following table of heights. In addition, the 

maximum permitted fence height shall not exceed that of the maximum permitted fence height for the abutting property 

except as provided in subsection (c)(2). The board of adjustment may allow fences of greater height by special exception, 

subject to section 35-399.04 of this chapter or by variance subject to Section 35-482 if the height of the fence exceeds that 

height allowances for a special exception. The height shall be the vertical distance measured from the lowest adjacent 

ground level (either inside or outside the fence) to the top of the tallest element of the fence material, excluding decorative 

features affixed to the top of any column, pillar or post. The height of any existing retaining walls, either an integral part 

of a fence or upon which a fence may be erected, shall be calculated in the height of the fence, except in the following 

instances: 

A. The retaining wall is necessary for structural soundness/integrity of building construction on the lot; or 

B. The retaining wall is abutting a drainage easement or drainage infrastructure. (2) 

Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (c)(1), above, a fence may be erected or altered up to a height of eight (8) 

feet where: 

A. The ground floor elevation of either the principal dwelling on the property or the principal dwelling on an abutting lot 

is at least four (4) feet higher than the elevation at the shared lot line; or 

B. The fence is erected along a side or rear lot line which abuts an alley or a street with a classification other than a local 

street; or 

C. The fence is a sound barrier or a security fence for a public or institutional use; or 

D. The additional fence height is permitted by the city council pursuant to a rezoning or specific use authorization; or 

E. The fence is located on a side or rear lot line of a single-family, duplex, or mixed-residential use which abuts a multi-

family residential, commercial, industrial, or park use. 

F. In any side or rear yard where a slope is present, the height of a fence may be adjusted to allow the top of the fence to 

be level, and perpendicular to the support posts at a height greater than six (6) feet, provided that the height of the fence at 

the highest elevation does not exceed eight (8) feet. In order to maintain a uniform appearance, whenever a fence higher 

than six (6) feet is allowed by this subsection, all side and rear yard fences may be allowed up to eight (8) feet in height 

above grade. 



 

 

 

Permitted Use Front Yard 

Side 

Yard 

Rear 

Yard 

Single-Family or Mixed Residential Use 

3'0" solid fence  

5'0" combined or  

predominantly open fence  

Except as provided by (b)(2) 6'0" 6'0" 

Multi-Family Use  

(see also subsection 35-514(f) below) 

3'0" solid fence  

5'0" combined or  

predominantly open fence 6'0" 6'0" 

Commercial & Office Use 

3'0" solid fence  

5'0" combined or  

predominantly open fence 6'0" 6'0" 

Industrial Use 1 8'0" 1 8'0" 1 8'0" 1 

Government Facilities, Churches, Schools, Swimming Pools, 

Stormwater Management Facilities, & Parks (Public property, 

including parks, require HDRC review) 8'0" 8'0" 8'0" 

Vacant Lots, Parking Lots 

3'0" solid fence  

6'0" combined or predominantly 

open (see also subsection 35-

514(b)(3) above 6'0" 6'0" 

 

FINDINGS: 

 
a. The structure located at 325 E Park is a two-story single-family home constructed in approximately 1920 in the 

Craftsman style. The house features a distinctive 2-story asymmetrical front porch with square columns. The 

house is a contributing structure in the Tobin Hill Historic District. The property also contains a 1-story rear 

accessory structure. The structure does not appear on the 1951 Sanborn Map, but its materiality, configuration, 

and design make it a contributing structure in the district. The applicant is proposing to extend the second story 

railing of the primary structure, install a new window on the rear accessory structure, add a deck and pergola to 

the rear accessory structure, modify the skirting of the rear accessory structure, and install a wooden privacy fence 

in the rear of the lot measuring eight feet in height. 
b. RAILING MODIFICATIONS – The applicant has proposed to extend the height of the railing on the second floor 

balcony of the primary structure’s porch by adding an additional rail above the existing railing. The proposed 

height is requested to be 35 inches. According to the Historic Design Guidelines for Maintenance and Alterations, 



 

 

existing balusters should be preserved. Any new elements that are introduced should not district from the historic 

material or be incongruent with the style of the historic structure. The proposed railing mimics similar 

installations on 2-story Craftsman structures with 2-story porches directly across the street on E Park, and 

preserves the existing railing and balustrades in place. Staff finds the proposal consistent with the Guidelines. 
c. WINDOW INSTALLATION – The applicant has proposed to install a triangular window in the east dormer of 

the rear accessory structure. The window will be operable. According to the  Guidelines, new windows to 

match the historic or existing windows in terms of size, type, configuration, material, form, appearance, and 

detail. The proposed window form is compatible with the architecture of the structure, and will not be visible 

from the public right-of-way. Staff finds the proposal acceptable. 
d. DECK AND PERGOLA – The applicant has proposed to install a new deck and pergola to the east of the existing 

primary structure. The deck will extend approximately 11’-8” and measure 18’-4” in depth. The pergola will 

measure 11’-6” in height, which closely matches the eave end height of the existing structure. An existing porch 

railing will be removed to connect the deck to the front door. According to 7.B.iv for Maintenance and 

Alterations, replacement elements should be designed to be simple so as to not distract from the historic character 

of the building. The proposed deck and pergola do not convey a false sense of history, is simple relative to the 

rear accessory structure, and does not obscure the historic elements of the structure. Staff finds the proposal 

consistent with the Guidelines. 
e. SKIRTING – The applicant has proposed to remove existing lattice skirting on the rear accessory structure and 

install solid board skirting. The latticework is not characteristic of the style of the rear accessory structure, and as 

indicated by the 1951 Sanborn Map, the material is not original to the property. Staff finds the proposal 

acceptable. 
f. PRIVACY FENCE – The applicant as proposed to install an eight foot privacy fence in the rear of the property. 

According to the UDC, privacy fences in residential settings should be no taller than six feet unless it meets a 

requirement outlined in section 35-514(c)(2). Historic Design Guidelines state that fences should be consistent 

with the height found in the vicinity of the property and with those found in the historic district. Fences eclipsing 

6’ are not common in the Tobin Hill Historic District. Staff does not find an 8’ fence consistent with the 

Guidelines or the UDC. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 
Item 1, Staff recommends approval of the railing height modification based on finding b with the stipulation that the 

applicant submit final drawings that indicate the dimensions and configuration of the railing to staff for final approval. 

 

Item 2, Staff recommends approval of the window installation based on finding c with the stipulation that the applicant 

submits final manufacturer specifications to staff for final approval. Staff finds a wood window to be appropriate. 

 

Item 3, Staff recommends approval of the deck and pergola based on finding d with the stipulation that the applicant 

submit final drawings indicating the dimensions of all new proposed railing elements. 

 

Item 4, Staff recommends approval of the skirting modifications based on finding e. 

 

Item 5, Staff does not recommend approval of the privacy fence installation based on finding f. 

CASE MANAGER: 

Stephanie Phillips 
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425 N. Main Ave. San Antonio, Tx. 78215   Cell: 210-632-2154 

AO Design, LLC. 
 

Written Narrative  
June 27, 2017 

 
 The applicant at 325 E. Park Ave. is requesting changes to be made to the smaller 
structure behind the main house. A deck will be added on to the east side of the existing 
building that extends about 12' off of the wall. A 10' tall pergola will then be built on top 
of the new deck with railing wrapping around it. The existing railing on the porch will be 
replaced with the new style of railing. A new operable triangular clerestory window will 
go on the east facade of the building, above where the pergola will extend to. New light 
fixtures will also be put on the east facade, along with new electrical outlets. Part of the 
existing railing will be removed all together to allow for direct access to the deck from 
the porch. The existing light fixtures will be removed and replaced with up to date 
fixtures that match the ones on the deck. The front door of this small building will be 
replaced with a new one as well. The lattice the wraps the bottom of the building will be 
replaced with solid board. Behind the building, an 8' privacy fence will be added. 
 
 
 

Material Description 
 
 
1.    Deck-             2x treated boards 
2.    Pergola-         2x's Cedar 
3.    Window-        Operable vinyl double glazed window 
4.    Lighting-        Gooseneck  
 
 
 
 
 
5.    Outlets-          GFCI Plugs 
 

 
 

 





2003 TOBIN HILL SURVEY PHOTO



EXAMPLE BALCONY RAILING CONDITION - 324 E PARK
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