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June 21, 2017 
To: Historic and Design Review Commission 
From: Adrienne Davis and Nicole Garza 
Subject: Narrative: 309 Pierce Avenue San Antonio, TX 78208 
 

 

The following is requesting approval for a new home build in Government Hill at 309 Pierce 
Avenue, San Antonio, Texas.  

• New Home Build  
• 2 Story, 2 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath, with attached 2 Car Garage.  
• Exterior Materials:  

o Hazel Nut Cream Horizontal and Vertical Board and Batty Siding with 1x4 Trim 
o Gray Standing Seam Metal Roof 7:12 Roof Pitch   
o Brown Horizontal Wooden Front Door 
o Front Porch to extend to view from frontage road I-35 
o 4ft horizontal wood fence to align with neighboring structures off frontage road I-

35 (see options A and B fence Plan) 
o 6 ft. Cedar Privacy fence (designated on plans)  

• Exterior Colors/Materials: White/Cream, Grays (taupe), Cedar Wood, and Metal like 
colors and bat and board siding.  
• Style Two Story historic/modern farm style house with accents that align with old and 

new characteristics of Government Hill. 
• Removal of one tree located center of the lot and the property line trees located on the 

backside of the house. (see attachments)  
• Proposed landscaping design. (see attachment) 

 

 

 
 
 



309 Pierce 

 
Doors:  
Front door will be a modern wooden door to accent the home and blend with the new/old of the 
Historic District.  
See Door Design Attachments 
 
Landscape/ Hardscape:  
 
See Garza-Davis Landscape / Hardscape Design 
 
Windows:  
Windows will maintain traditional dimensions and profiles of neighboring homes. Windows will be 
recessed within the window frame. Double Hung energy efficient windows will be built with block 
framing.  
See 309 Pierce Plan 3 
Materials:  
See pdf 309 Pierce Plan 3 
 
Exterior Colors:  
Cedar Wood Accents  
Window Shutters: Color: Perfect Taupe 
All Side Paneling horizontal and vertical: Hazelnut Cream 
See Attached House Exterior Color Choices 
 
Fencing:  
Property line fence 6ft cedar wood 
Side Yard 35 Fence 4ft horizontal fleshed wood  
See Fence Plan attachment 
 
Roofing:  
Metal Roof 
 
Plant Removal:  

Removal of 5 property line Mulberries 

Removal of 2 center lot hackberries. 

Removal of 1property China Berry 

*See Arborist Report Attachment and Photos 

City permit will be obtained prior to removal.  

See Arborist land survey report Attachment 



 
 

309 Pierce Landscape Plan 

 

 

Removal of the center lot hackberry  trees.  

\ 

 

 

Removal of these property line tree/plants. Mulberries 



 
 

 
     
      
     

 

Tree China Berry Removal 



 
 

 
     
      
     

This tree will remain on the property. 
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309 Pierce Avenue Fence Plan 

 

6ft privacy wood 
fence 

4ft Side and Front 
Fence 

Option A.  

Horizontal 4ft wooden 
fencing.  

Option B.   

4ft Pig Pen fencing with 
wooden post and framing.  



 

ARBORIST REPORT 

309 Pierce Ave, 

San Antonio, TX 78208 

 

      I made an onsite visit on Wednesday august 23, 2017 to the address in our job diary. I read 

the notes, and could not locate the residence. I then called the client and she informed me that, 

the address was an empty lot. After I was sure, that I was onsite, I reviewed the plan that was 

forwarded to me, and then I called the client again, to ask her a few questions about the site and 

what she was expecting of me, as a consultant.  

     I took six photos, and wish to number them from one to six, and explain what tree is in each 

photo, and what I feel should be done with each tree. Photo number one, is of a single trunk 

cedar elm, located along I35 frontage road by the stop sign. This tree I believe should not be 

touched, it is a juvenile tree, in very good condition, and I also think, it is a city street tree, part 

of the city streetscape, and it is probably protected, planted, and maintained by the city. I would 

recommend, that before doing anything to this tree, notify the city first. This tree is an asset, a 

nice example....healthy. 

     Photo number two, is of a red oak. This tree is on the neighbor’s property, to the south, 

behind their fence located, on the side of the house. This is also, a very nice tree, it appears to be 

also in very good, to excellent condition, this example, is a mature, fully grown species. The 

issues I see with this tree, are that most of the foliage and limbs are growing over and onto your 

lot. The tree is slammed up against the house, up against the chain link fence, and due to where 

this bigger tree sits, it is growing into your lot. The growth is on your lot because, the tree is 

getting its sun ,and where it can root, so that it can stabilize itself. I am of the opinion, that you 

need to contact the owner of this house, have a conversation about lifting up the canopy, so you 

can work near and under the tree, as it currently sits, any construction operations would be 

difficult, that being said, you need to construct a tree protection zone, so that the root system of 

this tree is not damaged by irresponsible contractors.  

     Photo number three is of the two trees located in the middle of the lot. These are two 

hackberries that are also juveniles, but are close to their adult stage. I would absolutely, strongly 

recommend removal of both of these trees along with the root systems, and here is why. 

Hackberries are considered trash trees, they are very seldom planted, produce sprouts in other 

locations, undesirable to the landscape theme, they fail and split when heavy and mature, choke 

other desirable trees, and have an evasive root system. 



     Photo number four is of five mulberries planted on your property, along the chain link fence, 

that your neighbor installed. As a certified arborist for almost ten years, I again strongly 

recommend removal of all five trees, and here is why. The location of these trees, would make it 

hard to install your fence. Mulberry trees after reaching a height of about 25 feet or so, l get 

really fat, they swell to about four or five feet wide at the base, their root flares become obese. 

Finally, mulberries when mature, often suffer limb failure, and get attacked by borer bugs that 

weaken the tree.  

     Photo number five, is of a china berry. This is also a volunteer tree, like the hackberry, 

considered a undesirable species, and should be removed. It provides some privacy from your 

neighbor to the west, but I believe you could plant a better, more desirable species in its place, in 

a better location, that will be more attractive, and more valuable. 

     Photo number six, is of a fully mature pecan located along the sidewalk up against the street. I 

only put this in the report, because I believe it is on your neighbor’s property, and any 

construction operations should be away from the root plate so as not to open the roots, and kill 

the tree. I have sent you a quote, to remove all mentioned trees, recommended for removal, along 

with stump grinding, that can be scheduled through our office, or by calling me directly on my 

cell number provided below. 

Sincerely, 

Brian C Dunlevy  

International Society of Arboriculture/Certified Arborist since 2010 

ISA Number WE-9532A 

www.AustinTreeSurgeons.com 

512-483-1452 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Brian C Dunlevy  

International Society of Arboriculture/Certified Arborist since 2010 

ISA Number WE-9532A 

www.SanAntonioTreeSurgeons.com 

830-499-6129 

 



House Exterior Color Choices:  
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