
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 

March 20, 2019 

 

HDRC CASE NO: 2019-086 

ADDRESS: 711 NAVARRO ST 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 408 BLK 15 LOT 1,2 3,4,5 & 6 

ZONING: RIO-3, D 

CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 1 

APPLICANT: Verizon Wireless c/o Vincent Gerard & Associates, Inc. 

OWNER: Graystreet Travis Office LLC 

TYPE OF WORK: Rooftop telecommunications equipment installation 

APPLICATION RECEIVED: March 6, 2019 

60-DAY REVIEW: 

CASE MANAGER: 

May 5, 2019 

Huy Pham 

 

REQUEST: 

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to install three rooftop antennas flush to the 

parapet walls facing Navarro. 

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 

Sec. 35-385. - Radio, Television Antennas, and Wireless Communication Systems.  

(5)  HDRC Review. Antenna support structure towers are prohibited if they are: within two hundred (200) feet of 

the San Antonio River; or within two hundred (200) feet of a historic landmark; or within two hundred (200) 

feet of a historic district or river overlay district; or within a historic district or river overlay district; or in excess 

of the height specifications of a Mission Protection Overlay District. In conjunction with consideration by the 

zoning commission the application for city council approval may be presented to the Historic Design and 

Review Commission (HDRC) if the antenna support structure is located within two hundred (200) feet of the 

river improvement overlay district or within a historic district.  

FINDINGS: 

a. The structure 711 Navarro was constructed circa 1970 and is located in RIO-3 and the Downtown District. The 

structure, commonly known as Jefferson Bank, is surrounded by three historic landmarks within 200 feet 

including Travis Park United Methodist Church, the St Anthony Hotel, and St Mark’s Episcopal Church.  

b. ROOFTOP ANTENNA – The applicant has proposed to install two flush panel antennas on the northeast corner 

and one of the southeast corner. These three antennas are visible from Travis Park and are in closest proximity to 

three historic landmarks.  

c. LOCATION – The proposed antennas are proposed to be flush-mounted to the parapet facades of the structure on 

the east corners facing Navarro. According to photo simulations, the proposed antennas would not be visibly by 

pedestrians in the immediate right-of-way in front of the structure (the sidewalk in front of Jefferson Bank). 

However, staff does find that the proposed antennas would be visible from the public right-of-way at Travis Park 

and the three historic landmarks within proximity – if not properly installed with stealth aesthetic including a 

flush-mount and matching color.  

d. DESIGN – The proposed antennas are flush-mounted featuring a two square foot panel on center; placed 

approximately 118 feet from grade. Staff finds that the uninterrupted flat concrete parapet perpendicular to the 

concrete columns that extends to the ground is a character-defining feature of this Modern style building, and that 

the proposed stealth antennas are appropriate to install if they are painted to match and do not extend beyond from 

the façade enough to create additional shadow lines. Staff finds that a stealth design is appropriate.  

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends approval of the 3 flush-mounted antennas based on findings b through d with the following 

stipulations: 

i. The antenna panels should match in texture and color to the existing parapet they will be attached to. 

ii. The antenna panels are to be flush-mounted as feasibly possible to not create additional shadow lines. 
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