
 

 

HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 

March 18, 2015 

Agenda Item No: 1 

 

HDRC CASE NO: 2015-106 

ADDRESS: 2202 FREDERICKSBURG RD 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 6173 BLK 2 LOT 1, NW TRI 13 FT OF 2, N IRR 79.75 FT OF 3 & 4 EXC SW 

TRI 10 FT 

ZONING: C3R 

APPLICANT: Office of Historic Preservation  

CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 1 

TYPE OF WORK: Landmark Designation 

REQUEST: 

The Office of Historic Preservation is requesting a Finding of Historic Significance for the property located at 2202 

Fredericksburg Rd.  

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 

UDC Section 35-607(b) – Designation Criteria for Historic Districts and Landmarks  

 

1. Its value as a visible or archeological reminder of the cultural heritage of the community, or national event [35-

607(b)1]: The building’s original function and existing form has contributed to the visual landscape along Fredericksburg 

Road for over 50 years. The building is an intact fixture to the neighborhood and serves as an example of an early 20
th
 

century neighborhood filling station. 

 

5. Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the study of a period, type, 

method of construction, or use of indigenous materials [35-607 (b) 5]; The Streamline Moderne style of the 1930s was 

directly influenced by earlier Art Deco examples.  The architectural style is typified with long horizontal elements, 

rounded corners, smooth stucco wall surfaces, and flat roofs, all of which are present at the 2202 Fredericksburg gas 

station.  

6. Its historical, architectural or cultural character as a particularly fine or unique example of a utilitarian 

structure, including, but not limited to, bridges, acequias, gas stations, transportation shelters, or other commercial 

structures [35-607 (b) 6]; The utilitarian structure is a unique example of an early gas station.  

7. Its unique location or singular physical characteristics that make it an established or familiar visual feature [35-

607(b)7]:  The service station is located on a prominent residential corner where it would have served the surrounding 

neighborhood. 

 

11. It is distinctive in character, interest or value; strongly exemplifies the cultural, economic, social, ethnic or 

historical heritage of San Antonio, Texas or the United States[35-607(b)11]: The stylized, utilitarian building type 

strongly exemplifies cultural and economic trends in San Antonio’s early automobile suburb, Monticello Park.  

FINDINGS: 

a. The automobile service station located at 2202 Fredericksburg was constructed ca. 1940s.  

b. The DDC visited and reviewed the site February 25, 2015. A formal committee recommendation could not be 

made on site due to insufficient committee attendance. 

c. The building’s architectural type, as an early service station structure, is distinctive in character and is an 

exceptional example of a Moderne/Deco style gas station. 

d. Located along Monticello Park’s major thoroughfare, Fredericksburg Road, the service station served one of San 



 

 

Antonio’s early automobile suburbs and exemplifies the cultural, economic, and social trends of the 

neighborhood. The service station contributes contextually to the historic fabric of the Monticello Park Historic 

District.  

e. The service station features a Y-shaped floor plan with a central office/storefront, a three bay service garage that 

extends from the rear façade, and doors made of steel and glass.  

f. Significant character defining details include the half decagon shaped central office, the prominent five tiered 

dome and the two attached rounded canopies that extend and anchor the structure to the corner intersection 

between Hildebrand and Fredericksburg Street.  

g. The structure’s significant details and materials are mostly intact and have high integrity.  

h. The automobile service station is a significant historic resource with high architectural and cultural integrity. 

i. The structure has been surveyed and identified by UTSA and the San Antonio Conservation Society as a 

significant historic resource eligible for landmark designation.   

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends approval based on findings a through i. 

CASE MANAGER: 

Alyson Smith 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 
Name:   Gus Mann Automotive Service Center 
Year Built:  ca. 1940s per Conservation Society Gas Station 

Survey, operating as a Service Station by 1951 
Location:  2202 Fredericksburg Rd.  
Style:   Moderne/Deco 
Materials: Metal Cladding 
Architect:  Unknown 
Current Use: Automobile Service Center 
Historic Use:  Gas Station and Auto Service Center 
 
Significance:   
The building located at the 2202 Fredericksburg is an exceptional 
example of a Moderne/Deco style gas station. The existing structure 
is located directly next to the Monticello Park Historic District, and 
contributes contextually to the historic fabric of the neighborhood. 
The building’s architectural type, as an early service station 
structure, is distinctive in character and exemplifies the cultural, 
economic, and social trends that are distinctive to San Antonio’s 
early automobile suburbs. The building is a significant historic 
resource with high architectural integrity.  

Architectural Description:   
The service station features a Y-shaped floor plan with a central 
office/storefront. The building has a three bay service garage that 
extends from the rear façade and features doors made of steel and 
glass. Two canopies are attached to the main structure and extend 
out to Hildebrand and Fredericksburg Street.  The building is steel 
framed and metal clad.  The central office space has a half decagon 
shape with the prominent glass walls facing the street corner.  The 
roof of the structure is flat and level from the canopies to the back, 
with the exception of a prominent five tiered dome.  Although the 
pumps themselves have been removed, the concrete islands and 
piers that support the canopies still exist.  The building’s split color 
scheme consists of a blue (at the lower portion of the building) and 
white (covering the upper half).  There is a continuous red band that 
runs around the entirety of the structure. The structure is mostly 
fully intact.  

 



 

History/Timeline: 

Property in City Directories: 
 
1946-1971:  
Sinclair Station 

1972-1975:  
Gus Mann Arco Service Station 

1976-1987:  
Gus Mann Texaco Service Station 

1988-1988:   
Gus Mann Conoco Service Station 

1998-present:  
Gus Mann Automotive * 
 
*No mechanics Lien exists for the 
original construction of the present gas 
station service center.  There are deeds 
that concur with each of these 
transactions evidenced in the City 
Directories.  Without a mechanics lien 
the date of construction remains 
unknown.  The architectural style points 
to a building of the 30s or 40s.  The 
property is first said to be occupied by a 
gas or automotive company in 1946. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommendation:  

The property is recommended for local landmark designation. The 
property represents an architecturally significant building type that 
exemplifies cultural and economic trends in San Antonio’s early 
automobile suburb, Monticello Park. The building is a significant historic 
resource with high architectural integrity and meets the following, UDC 
Section 35-607(b) – Designation Criteria for local landmark designation:  
 
Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style 
valuable for the study of a period, type, method of construction, or use 
of indigenous materials [35-607 (b) 5]; The Streamline Moderne style of 
the 1930s was directly influenced by earlier Art Deco examples.  The 
architectural style is typified with long horizontal elements, rounded 
corners, smooth stucco wall surfaces, and flat roofs, all of which are 
present at the 2202 Fredericksburg gas station.   

It is distinctive in character, interest or value; strongly exemplifies the 
cultural, economic, social, ethnic or historical heritage of San Antonio, 
Texas or the United States[35-607(b)11]; The stylized, utilitarian building 
type strongly exemplifies cultural and economic trends in San Antonio’s 
early automobile suburb, Monticello Park.  

Its historical, architectural or cultural character as a particularly fine or 
unique example of a utilitarian structure, including, but not limited to, 
bridges, acequias, gas stations, transportation shelters, or other 
commercial structures [35-607 (b) 6] The early gas station structure is 
mostly intact and has high integrity.  

Case Comments:  

The structure has been identified and surveyed by UTSA and the San 
Antonio Conservation Society as a significant historic resource eligible for 
landmark designation. The DDC committee met on-site at 2202 
Fredericksburg on February 25, 2015.  

Sources: 

City of San Antonio Directories 
Deed records available from the Bexar County Clerk website 
Gus Mann Automotive Center Report, UTSA Student Project 
 
Written By: 
City of San Antonio Office of Historic Preservation Staff 
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