
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 

March 06, 2015 

Agenda Item No: 6

HDRC CASE NO: 2015-085 
ADDRESS: 100 AUDITORIUM CIRCLE 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 180 BLK LOT 16 (BEXAR COUNTY PERFORMING ARTS CENTER) 

2013-NEW ACCT PER MERGE PER PLAT 9643/172-176 FILED 8/10/2012 
ZONING: D H HE RIO-3 S 
CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 1 
DISTRICT: Auditorium Circle Historic District 
LANDMARK: Municipal Auditorium 
APPLICANT: Michael Freshner 
OWNER: Michael Freshner 
TYPE OF WORK: Install sculpture 

REQUEST: 

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to: 

Install a 17’-6” tall sculpture which utilizes salvaged lettering from the former Municipal Auditorium sign. The sculpture 
will be lit at night with color-changing LEDs. 

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation number 9: 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials, features, and spatial
relationships that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with 
the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its 
environment. 

FINDINGS: 

a. Partial demolition of Municipal Auditorium for the construction of the Tobin Center for the Performing Arts was
approved in March of 2011. With that approval, there was a stipulation that the original lettering be salvaged instead
of discarded.

b. In general, exterior alterations, including art installations, have the potential to either enhance or detract from the
integrity of the property and its environment. The proposed sculpture is not physically attached to the historic building
and does not have a significant visual impact to the site. This is consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for Rehabilitation number 9.

RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval as submitted based on findings a and b with the stipulation that the applicant include an 
interpretive sign near the base of the sculpture as proposed that indicates the origin of the letters.  The sign should 
include text and an image of the original facade.  It could be etched metal or some other material.  The sign details 
must be submitted to staff for approval prior to fabrication.

CASE MANAGER: 

Cory Edwards 


























