
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 

April 15, 2015 

Agenda Item No: 15

HDRC CASE NO: 2015-121 

COMMON NAME: Collins Garden Library 

ADDRESS: 200 N PARK BLVD 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB: 6274 BLK: 31 LOT: 32 COLLINS GARDENS 

BRANCH LIBRY 

ZONING: R5 

CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 5 

APPLICANT: Stacey Gonzales 

OWNER: David Alvidrez 

TYPE OF WORK: New entrance addition and facade renovations 

REQUEST: 

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for the remodel of the existing building as well as an addition 

to the Collins Garden Branch Library. The proposed work includes: 

1. New entrance addition (997 sf) and façade reface.

2. Patch and repair damaged pavers.

3. Replacement of pavers with salt finish concrete.

4. Restroom addition / ADA compliance (70 sf) and District Council Office.

5. New signage.

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 

UDC Section 35 – 643. – Alteration, Restoration and Rehabilitation 

a. Every reasonable effort shall be made to adapt the property in a manner which requires minimal alteration of

the building, structure, object, or site and its environment.

b. The distinguishing original qualities or character of a building, structure, object, or site and its environment,

shall not be destroyed. The removal or alteration of any historic material or distinctive architectural features

should be avoided when possible.

c. All buildings, structures, objects, and sites shall be recognized as products of their own time. Alterations that

have no historical basis and which seek to create an earlier appearance shall be discouraged.

d. Changes which may have taken place in the course of time are evidence of the history and development of a

building, structure, object, or site and its environment. These changes may have acquired significance in their

own right, and this significance shall be recognized and respected.

e. Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship which characterize a building, structure,

object, or site shall be kept where possible.

f. Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather than replaced, wherever possible. In the event

replacement is necessary, the new material should reflect the material being replaced in composition, design,

color, texture, and other visual qualities. Repair or replacement of missing architectural features should be

based on accurate duplications of features, substantiated by historical, physical, or pictorial evidence rather

than on conjectural designs or the availability of different architectural elements from other buildings or

structures.

g. The surface cleaning of structures shall be undertaken with the gentlest means possible. Sandblasting, high

pressure washes and other cleaning methods that will damage the historic building's materials shall not be

undertaken.

h. Every reasonable effort shall be made to protect and preserve archaeological resources affected by, or adjacent

to, any project.

i. Contemporary design for alterations and additions to existing properties shall not be discouraged when such

alterations and additions do not destroy significant historical, architectural or cultural material, and such

design is compatible with the size, scale, color, material, and character of the property, neighborhood or

environment.

j. Wherever possible, new additions or alterations to buildings, structures, objects, or sites shall be done in such



a manner that if such additions or alterations were to be removed in the future, the essential form and integrity 

of the building, structure, object, or site would be unimpaired. 

 

UDC Section 35-642 – New Construction of Buildings and Facilities: 

a. Site and Setting 

2. Special consideration should be given to maintain existing urban design characteristics, such as setbacks, 

building heights, streetscapes, pedestrian movement, and traffic flow. Building placement should enhance or 

create focal points and views. Continuity of scale and orientation shall be emphasized. 

3. Accessibility from streets should be designed to accommodate safe pedestrian movement as well as vehicular 

traffic. Where possible, parking areas should be screened from view from the public right-of-way by attractive 

fences, berms, plantings or other means. 

4. Historically significant aspects of the site shall be identified and if possible incorporated into the site design. 

Historic relationships between buildings, such as plazas or open spaces, boulevards or axial relationships should 

be maintained. 

 

b. Building Design 

1. Buildings for the public should maintain the highest quality standards of design integrity. They should elicit a 

pride of ownership for all citizens. Public buildings should reflect the unique and diverse character of San 

Antonio and should be responsive to the time and place in which they were constructed.  

2. Buildings shall be in scale with their adjoining surroundings and shall be in harmonious conformance to the 

identifying quality and characteristics of the neighborhood. They shall be compatible in design, style and 

materials. Reproductions of styles and designs from a different time period are not encouraged, consistent with 

the secretary of the interior's standards. Major horizontal and vertical elements in adjoining sites should be 

respected.  

3. Materials shall be suitable to the type of building and design in which they are used. They shall be durable and 

easily maintained. Materials and designs at pedestrian level shall be at human scale, that is they shall be designed 

to be understood and appreciated by someone on foot. Materials should be selected that respect the historic 

character of the surrounding area in texture, size and color.  

5. Colors shall be harmonious with the surrounding environment, but should not be dull. Choice of color should 

reflect the local and regional character. Nearby historic colors shall be respected.  

8. Auxiliary design. The site should take into account the compatibility of landscaping, parking facilities, utility 

and service areas, walkways and appurtenances. These should be designed with the overall environment in mind 

and should be in visual keeping with related buildings, structures and places. 

 

UDC Section 35-645 – Signs and Billboards on Public Property or Right-of-Way 

Proportion of Signs. Signage width and height must be in proportion to the facade, respecting the size, scale and 

mass of the facade, building height, and rhythms and sizes of window and door openings. The building facade shall 

be considered as part of an overall sign program but the sign shall be subordinate to the overall building 

composition. Additionally, signs should respect and respond to the character and/or period of the area in which they 

are being placed. 

(d) Standards for Sign Design and Placement. In considering whether to recommend approval or disapproval of an 

application for a certificate to construct or alter signage on a building, object, site, or structure, the historic and design 

review commission shall be guided by the following standards in addition to any specific design guidelines adopted by 

city council: 

(1)Primary sign design considerations shall be identification and legibility. Size, scale, height, color and location 

of signs shall be harmonious with, and properly related to, the overall design of the building or structure and the 

surrounding area. 

(2)The number of signs on each building shall be kept to a minimum to prevent unsightly clutter and confusion. 

(3)Signs which describe, point, or direct the reader to a specific place or along a specific course, such as 

"entrance," "exit," and "handicap access" shall be reviewed. 

(4)All graphic elements shall reinforce the architectural integrity of any building. Signs should not disfigure, 

damage, mar, alter, or conceal architectural features or details and should be limited to sizes which are in scale 

with the architecture and the streetscape. The historic and design review commission shall be guided by the 

building's proportion and scale when such elements are incorporated. 



(5)Additionally, when reviewing applications for signage the historic preservation officer and the historic and 

design review commission shall consider the visual impact on nearby historic resources and established 

neighborhood character. 

FINDINGS: 

a. The existing structure is a public library.  

b. The proposed improvements are appropriate for the existing structure and are compatible with the size, scale, 

color, material, and character of the property and environment. This is consistent with the UDC Section 35-643.i-

j. 

c. The new entrance vestibule/façade reface will utilize aluminum painted panels, a perforate metal screen wall, and 

a painted bent steel plate canopy.  The contemporary design and use of materials is consistent with the UDC 

Section 35-643.i.  

d. The proposed new storefront will feature an aluminum thermal frame system with insulated glass. This is 

consistent with the UDC Section 35- 643.a & 1.  

e. The proposed library signage will be constructed with 1” thick aluminum metal letters. The free-standing letters 

will be strap - mounted to the storefront’s aluminum frame. The signage is proportional in size and scale with the 

façade of the building. The signage meets the standards for sign design and placement as outlined in the UDC 

Section 35-645d.1-5.  

f. The proposed patch and repair of the damaged pavers located east of the main entrance would be consistent with 

the UDC Section 35-642.a.2. The proposed alternate plan of replacing the existing pavers with salt finish 

concrete would also be appropriate and would be consistent with the preceding UDC section.  

g. The proposed restroom and alternate additions along the north elevation would infill existing intruded areas on 

the façade. The additions would become flush with the existing adjacent walls and would be finished with 

cement plaster to match existing. These alterations are appropriate and consistent with the UDC Section 35-

642.b. & 643.  

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends approval of items 1-5 based on findings a through g.  

CASE MANAGER: 

Alyson Smith 
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SCOPE OF WORK: 
THE WORK INCLUDES THE REMODEL OF THE EXISTING BUILDING AS WELL AS AN ADDITION TO THE 
COLLINS GARDEN BRANCH LIBRARY. THE PROJECT SCOPE INCLUDES MINOR EXTERIOR 
IMPROVEMENTS, CONCRETE, MASONRY, METALS, WOODS, PLASTICS, AND COMPOSITES, THERMAL 
AND MOISTURE PROTECTION, OPENINGS, FINISHES, FURNISHINGS, MECHANICAL, ELECTRICAL AND 
PLUMBING SYSTEMS. 
 
BASE BID:  
NEW ENTRANCE ADDITION AND FAÇADE; INTERIOR FINISH ENHANCEMENTS TO INCLUDE INTERIOR 
FINISH REPLACEMENT, SMALL RESTROOM + STAFF ADDITION / ADA COMPLIANCE + DISTRICT 
COUNCIL OFFICE. 
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RESTROOM ADDITION 

ALTERNATE ADDITIONS 

BASE BID: NEW ENTRANCE ADDITION 

BASE BID:    PATCH + REPAIR OF DAMAGED PAVERS 
ALTERNATE: REPLACEMENT OF PAVERS WITH SALT 
                     FINISH CONCRETE 
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