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Office of Historic Preservation 

Finding of Historic Significance

REQUEST: 

The Office of Historic Preservation is requesting a Finding of Historic Significance for the property located at 2202 

Fredericksburg Rd. 

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 

UDC Section 35-607(b) – Designation Criteria for Historic Districts and Landmarks 

1. Its value as a visible or archeological reminder of the cultural heritage of the community, or national event [35-

607(b)1]: The building’s original function and existing form has contributed to the visual landscape along Fredericksburg 

Road for over 50 years. The building is an intact fixture to the neighborhood and serves as an example of an early 20
th
 

century neighborhood filling station. 

5. Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the study of a period, type,

method of construction, or use of indigenous materials [35-607 (b) 5]; The Streamline Moderne style of the 1930s was 

directly influenced by earlier Art Deco examples.  The architectural style is typified with long horizontal elements, 

rounded corners, smooth stucco wall surfaces, and flat roofs, all of which are present at the 2202 Fredericksburg gas 

station.  

6. Its historical, architectural or cultural character as a particularly fine or unique example of a utilitarian

structure, including, but not limited to, bridges, acequias, gas stations, transportation shelters, or other commercial 

structures [35-607 (b) 6]; The utilitarian structure is a unique example of an early gas station.  

7. Its unique location or singular physical characteristics that make it an established or familiar visual feature [35-

607(b)7]:  The service station is located on a prominent residential corner where it would have served the surrounding 

neighborhood. 

11. It is distinctive in character, interest or value; strongly exemplifies the cultural, economic, social, ethnic or

historical heritage of San Antonio, Texas or the United States[35-607(b)11]: The stylized, utilitarian building type 

strongly exemplifies cultural and economic trends in San Antonio’s early automobile suburb, Monticello Park. 

FINDINGS: 

a. The automobile service station located at 2202 Fredericksburg was constructed ca. 1940s.

b. The DDC visited and reviewed the site February 25, 2015. A formal committee recommendation could not be

made on site due to insufficient committee attendance, but it was noted that the structure was significant.
c. The DDC met for the second time on June 5, 2015. The committee concurred that the structure is significant.
d. The building’s architectural type, as an early service station structure, is distinctive in character and is an

exceptional example of a Moderne/Deco style gas station.

e. Located along Monticello Park’s major thoroughfare, Fredericksburg Road, the service station served one of San

Antonio’s early automobile suburbs and exemplifies the cultural, economic, and social trends of the



neighborhood. The service station contributes contextually to the historic fabric of the Monticello Park Historic 

District.  

f. The service station features a Y-shaped floor plan with a central office/storefront, a three bay service garage that

extends from the rear façade, and doors made of steel and glass.

g. Significant character defining details include the half decagon shaped central office, the prominent five tiered

dome and the two attached rounded canopies that extend and anchor the structure to the corner intersection

between Hildebrand and Fredericksburg Street.

h. The structure’s significant details and materials are mostly intact and have high integrity.

i. The automobile service station is a significant historic resource with high architectural and cultural integrity.

j. The structure has been surveyed and identified by UTSA and the San Antonio Conservation Society as a

significant historic resource eligible for landmark designation.

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends approval based on findings a through k.

CASE MANAGER: 

Alyson Smith 

The UDC requires that a property meet at least three of the designation criteria. This property meets four items
from the criteria for designation (35-607)(b)1,5,6,7,11.

k.





















Statement of Historic Significance 

2202 Fredericksburg Rd. 



Y-shaped, two canopies 

Canopy with island 

Three bay garage 

Dome roof 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Name:   Gus Mann Automotive Service Center 
Year Built:  ca. 1940s per Conservation Society Gas Station 

Survey, operating as a Service Station by 1951 
Location: 2202 Fredericksburg Rd. 
Style: Moderne/Deco 
Materials: Metal Cladding 
Architect:  Unknown 
Current Use: Automobile Service Center 
Historic Use:  Gas Station and Auto Service Center 

Significance:   
The building located at the 2202 Fredericksburg is an exceptional 
example of a Moderne/Deco style gas station. The existing structure 
is located directly next to the Monticello Park Historic District, and 
contributes contextually to the historic fabric of the neighborhood. 
The building’s architectural type, as an early service station 
structure, is distinctive in character and exemplifies the cultural, 
economic, and social trends that are distinctive to San Antonio’s 
early automobile suburbs. The building is a significant historic 
resource with high architectural integrity.  

Architectural Description:   
The service station features a Y-shaped floor plan with a central 
office/storefront. The building has a three bay service garage that 
extends from the rear façade and features doors made of steel and 
glass. Two canopies are attached to the main structure and extend 
out to Hildebrand and Fredericksburg Street.  The building is steel 
framed and metal clad.  The central office space has a half decagon 
shape with the prominent glass walls facing the street corner.  The 
roof of the structure is flat and level from the canopies to the back, 
with the exception of a prominent five tiered dome.  Although the 
pumps themselves have been removed, the concrete islands and 
piers that support the canopies still exist.  The building’s split color 
scheme consists of a blue (at the lower portion of the building) and 
white (covering the upper half).  There is a continuous red band that 
runs around the entirety of the structure. The structure is mostly 
fully intact.  



History/Timeline: 

Property in City Directories: 

1946-1971:  
Sinclair Station 

1972-1975:  
Gus Mann Arco Service Station 

1976-1987:  
Gus Mann Texaco Service Station 

1988-1988:   
Gus Mann Conoco Service Station 

1998-present:  
Gus Mann Automotive * 

*No mechanics Lien exists for the
original construction of the present gas 
station service center.  There are deeds 
that concur with each of these 
transactions evidenced in the City 
Directories.  Without a mechanics lien 
the date of construction remains 
unknown.  The property is first said to 
be occupied by a gas or automotive 
company in 1946. 

Recommendation: 

The property is recommended for local landmark designation. The 
property represents an architecturally significant building type that 
exemplifies cultural and economic trends in San Antonio’s early 
automobile suburb, Monticello Park. The building is a significant historic 
resource with high architectural integrity and meets the following, UDC 
Section 35-607(b) – Designation Criteria for local landmark designation:  

Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style 
valuable for the study of a period, type, method of construction, or use 
of indigenous materials [35-607 (b) 5]; The Streamline Moderne style 
was directly influenced by earlier Art Deco examples.  The architectural 
style is typified with long horizontal elements, rounded corners, smooth 
stucco wall surfaces, and flat roofs, all of which are present at the 2202 
Fredericksburg gas station.   

It is distinctive in character, interest or value; strongly exemplifies the 
cultural, economic, social, ethnic or historical heritage of San Antonio, 
Texas or the United States[35-607(b)11]; The stylized, utilitarian building 
type strongly exemplifies cultural and economic trends in San Antonio’s 
early automobile suburb, Monticello Park. 

Its historical, architectural or cultural character as a particularly fine or 
unique example of a utilitarian structure, including, but not limited to, 
bridges, acequias, gas stations, transportation shelters, or other 
commercial structures [35-607 (b) 6] The early gas station structure is 
mostly intact and has high integrity.  

Case Comments: 

The structure has been identified and surveyed by UTSA and the San 
Antonio Conservation Society as a significant historic resource eligible for 
landmark designation. The DDC committee met on-site at 2202 
Fredericksburg on February 25, 2015.  

Sources: 

City of San Antonio Directories 
Deed records available from the Bexar County Clerk website 
Gus Mann Automotive Center Report, UTSA Student Project 

Written By: 
City of San Antonio Office of Historic Preservation Staff 



Gus Mann Automotive 
Service Center

Jorge Arellano
Elizabeth Pople

UTSA  CoA
History & Theory of His-
toric Preservation
2011



History
 Gus Mann Automotive, currently 2202 Fredericksburg, is 
representative of the Art Deco style service station. From the city 
directories, it is evident that prior to its designation or construc-
tion as a filling station, other businesses occupied the site. During 
the 1930’s, the location was the site of the North Side Cash Lumber 
company, then Northside Lumber company, and finally Northside 
Building Materials. All of these companies were responsible for sell-
ing building materials and/or building houses. Following that it be-
came the Towery Equipment Company, and then Victory Truckline 
Inc. The latter was responsible for freight and mobile transportation.
 In approximately 1951, 2202 Fredericksburg opened as a 
Sinclair full automotive service station. However, it is inconclusive 
if the owners utilized an existing structure or the current one was 
built prior to its start as a service station. While operating as a 
service station, it had three consecutive owners. From 1951 to 1954 
it was called Harry Galloway’s (Sinclair) Service Station. Then from 
1955 to 1962, it was known as Don French’s Service Station. The last 
operator was Gus Mann who owned and operated the property from 
1963 until 1998, when it was purchased by the current owner Mike 
Koebke. Gus Mann continued its use as a Sinclair station until 1972, 
when he transferred its affiliation to Arco gasoline. Nevertheless, it 
remained as Arco only until 1976 when he again changed affiliation 
to Texaco. It remained a Texaco service station from 1976 to 1988. 
Sometime between the 1960’s and 1970’s, an adjacent structure 
was added to the property. Additionally in 1981, a second listing 
appears, the U-haul Neighborhood Dealers, which may have been 
situated in the added property. Following its time as Texaco, it was 
transferred to Conoco until it was purchased by the current owner 
in 1998. The current owner then proceeded to remove the gas selling 
functions of the service station, leaving it as a purely automotive 
service shop, which is still in service today.



City Directories:
Prior to being a gas station, the address was already listed as occupied, so it 
is inconclusive if the gas station is an original structure or built sometime 
in the 40’s or 50’s:

1933-1935: North Side Cash Lumber Co. (started looking in 1933)

1935 Northside Lumber Co.

1936-1941 Northside Building Materials (Ivan Riley listed as operator)

1942-?     Towery Equipment Co. (listed under Theo F. Towery)

(Break in directory 1942-1944) 1944?-1948 Victory Truckline  Inc.
(Transportation/freight/mobile, under Arvan Bates President)

BREAK in directories available (directory skips from 1948 to 1951)

1951-1954   Harry Galloway’s (Sinclair) Service Station

1955-1962     Don French’s  (Sinclair) Service Station

1963-1971 Gus Mann Sinclair Service Station

1972-1975 Gus Mann Arco Service Station

1976-1987 Gus Mann Texaco Service Station 
(and a U-Haul dealer was added to the site in 1981)

1988-1998 Gus Mann Conoco Service Station

1998-present Gus Mann Automotive 

S A Light 1-17-1933

S A Light 5-09-1940

S A Light 10-03-1937



S A Light 10-03-1937 S A Express 1-19-1944

S A Express 8-12-1961

S A Express 7-29-1954 
documents it as a Sinclair



S A Light 12-14-1973



Interview With Current 
Owner Mike Koebke

     Mike Koebke bought the Gus Mann automotive 
center in 1998 form then owner Gus Mann. Mike 
Koebke worked at the full service station when he 
was younger in the 1960’s. Once the owner decided 
to retire he gave Mike the opportunity to purchase 
the automotive station. He kept the name Gus Mann 
and has been the owner since. 
     Mike remembers as a child that the place began 
as a full service gas station where you can get gas 
and have your car fixed. 
     He states that he has heard from various sources 
that the site was a lumber yard before it became a 
full service gas station. 
     He recalls as a child that it was originally a 
Sinclair gas station which had a green dinosaur on 
top of the dome. During which time the gas station 
was a full service station with 8 gas pumps, 4 on 
each bay. 
Following Sinclair he recalls the site being owned by 
Texaco roughly around the 1970’s. The gas station  
became a Texaco. The main color of the building 
were green and white with red. During this time the 
site was still a full service gas station. 
     In 1981 the site then changed hands and became 
a Conoco. The station was still a full service station 
during this time. He recalls the color scheme was 
beige with red. 
     The station was still a Conoco when he purchased 
it. He took out the gas pumps and converted it into 
a full service station. He removed the Conoco sign 
which is now where the Gus Mann Automotive sign 
is. 
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Gas Station Justification & 
Comparative Analysis
Gus Mann Automotive is a steel framed and metal clad 

structure, with Y-shaped floor plan. The gas station matches 
the style typical of other deco and Sinclair stations in Texas 
of the 1940-1950’s.  Its significance lies in that it is one of few 
representations of the 1940-50’s Sinclair station. San Antonio 
has several representations of the 1920-30’s style used as auto 
shops or restaurants, but from a cursory examination, no others 
of this style were documented. Additionally, according to the 
Field guide to Gas Stations in Texas, by 1948, there were only 6 
Sinclair stations in San Antonio, making this one of a very few 
representations of Sinclair. 

It has a geometric shape. The central  portion of the Y 
consisting of the office space, mimics a decagon, or 10-sided 
shape, cut in half.  The rest of the center of the Y consists of the 3 
service bays, with multi. The 2 extensions of the Y are the canopy’s 
that housed the gas pumps on islands at the street side end. The 
canopy’s and  main structure also have the raised banded colored 
stripe around the top. The service/show room has large display 
windows. 

The roof of the central portion is 5-tiers, the first two 
mimicking the half decagon, followed by a full decagon , then a 
circular tier,  and finally capped with a dome. It is assumed that 
a dinosaur once rested on the dome. The walls are constructed 
of  plates of metal. The longer sheets around the service bays and 
sides are 2x3, and those around the windows and front are 2x2.  
Also, while not porcelain siding, it still uses the angular/geometric 
material of square and rectangular plates.   

It also has had few modifications applied throughout its 
period of operation. According to the current owner, only such 
things as new paint, removal of the dinosaur and gas pumps when 
he purchased the property. Therefore the material integrity is high. 

Art Deco (Field Guide to Texas Gas Stations)
• Decorative ornamentation, sometimes
polychromatic.
• Ridged surfaces or fluting.
• Raised band and column elements.
• Angular surfaces using geometric patterns.
• Stucco siding.
• Porcelain enamel paneled siding.

Identifying Features to Sinclair 1940-1950 
Model: (Field Guide to Texas Gas Stations)

• Two or three service bays with multi-light
windows in the upper part of overhead doors.
• Large plate glass windows for the service
and show room.
• Banded color stripes around upper part
of oblong box.
• Detached island with or without light
standards.
• Flat roof sometimes with raised parapet.



Art Deco  with similar roof details Art Deco  with similar roof details

Art Deco  with similar roof details and color Art Deco with similar layoutSinclair station with dinosaur on top 

Canopy and Island 

Art Deco  with similar roof details Similar color scheme Sinclair station with signage and pump  



Canopy with banding Art Deco Roof Detail Metal Clad Facade

Bay DoorsCanopy and Island (absent of gas pumps)Art Deco Facade with Display windows

Architectural  Characteristics of site

interior view of Bays Close up of Metal Frame and wood siding View of window 



Gas Station Recommendations
The following recommendations are for the 
improvement of the architectural integrity of the 
site.  
 The architectural integrity of the gas 
station is in good shape. The gas station needs 
several repairs and restorations in order to bring 
it back to its original form. 
 The first recommendation for the gas 
station would be to paint it the original color 
that it was at the height of its period. The owner 
of the property told us that the property under 
Sinclair had the colors of green, red and white. 
This would bring the property back to the 
original colors of its time period. 
 The next suggestion is to bring back the 
original signs which were once displayed upon 
the walls and the roof.  The original sign as the 
owner recalls was where the current Gus Mann 
Automotive sign is housed today. Removing this 
and replacing it with the proper time period 
Sinclair sign would help bring it back to its days 
of prominence. The owner and several sources 
revealed that the original gas station had a  
green Sinclair dinosaur a top of the ball on the 
roof. This was not only a part of the property 
but is a iconic part of the Sinclair company. 
Many of the Sinclair gas station had dinosaurs 
on the premise which created a landmark for 
the property. Restoring this would significantly 
improve the character and integrity of the 
property. This would also create traffic for the 
building as onlookers would want to see it and 
take pictures with the dinosaur. 
 Another suggestion is to bring back 
the pumps which were housed underneath the 
canopies. The gas pumps wee a integral part of 

the gas station and full service shops. Even if the 
 pumps are used for aesthetic purposes this 
would reclaim an important part of the full 
service station.  
 The interior of the space as the owner 
claims is still in the original layout as was when 
he worked there in the sixties. This includes the 
service bays, sinks, and layout of the interior. 

Remediations
The following suggestions are to improve the 
physical integrity of the site. 

 The first suggestion is to repair the 
canopies on the site. The canopies suffer from 
water damage as they have began to rust and in 
some instances there are holes in the canopy. If 
the problems are left unattended the canopy will 
continue to deteriorate until it will cause enough 
damage where they will collapse. 

 The next suggestion for repair is the 
roof. Upon analysis of the site it was evident 
that the rain was entering the bays where the 
cars where being worked on. Any infiltration of 
water can be harmful to the interior of the site 
and if it was entering the back it may also be 
entering the interior which was covered. This 
may be more hazardous as it is not visible thus 
prolonging the amount of time which it will be 
detected allowing further damage to occur. This 
may also add to the fact that some of the walls 
have rust and damage. 

  

Canopy Damage

Interior Damage to metal and walls 

Source:
Jones, Dwayne. Field Guide to Gas Stations in Texas. 
Texas Department of Transportation. 2003.

Interview with Mike Koebke.





















San Antonio Conservation Society Survey
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