
 

 

 

7/13/2015 

 

Development Services Department (DSD) 

City of San Antonio (COSA) 

1901 S. Alamo 

San Antonio, Texas 78204 

RE: San Antonio River Outfall (SARO) Project 2B 

 A/P Not Provided 

 Unified Development Code (UDC) 35-523 

 Environmental Variance  

Dear COSA DSD, 

The San Antonio Water System (SAWS) will be constructing the proposed SARO Pipeline Project that 

consists of a sanitary sewer line beginning at the SAWS Salado Creek Water Recycling Center and 

ending at the intersection of Old Corpus Christi Road and Henderson Court. The alignment is divided 

into three projects, Project 1, Project 2A and Project 2B. Project 2B consists of approximately 16,550 LF 

of 48” sanitary sewer line with proposed siphons at Heritage Oaks Subdivision, Mission Ditch Pass, and 

Old Corpus Christi Road. The Project 2B site is approximately 14.65 acres and is expected to advertise 

through the end of July. Attached are figures showing a tree inventory and preservation calculations. 

Should you need additional information or have any questions, please contact Hugo Cabrera at 210-494-

8004 or by email at hcabrera@cpyi.com.  

Sincerely, 

                                              
Hugo Cabrera, P.E., CP&Y 

Attachments: 

Tree Administrative Exception / Variance Request Review 

Tree Permit Application Form 

Habitat Compliance Form 

Tree Inventory Plan Sheets 

 

mailto:hcabrera@cpyi.com


 

 

 

CITY OF SAN ANTONIO 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

1901 S. Alamo, San Antonio, TX 78204 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE EXCEPTION/VARIANCE 
 REQUEST APPLICATION 

 
Project Name:   

A/P # /PPR # /Plat #  

Date:  

Code Issue:  

Code Sections:  

 
Submitted By:  Owner  Owners Agent * (Requires notarized Letter of Agent) 

Owners Name:  

Company:  

Address:  Zip Code: 

Tel #: Fax# E-Mail: 

Consultant:  

Company:  

Address:  Zip Code: 

Tel #: Fax# E-Mail: 

Signature:  

 
Additional Information – Subdivision Plat Variances & Time Extensions 

1.  Time Extension  Sidewalk  Floodplain Permit  Completeness Appeal   

  Other_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. City Council District___________ Ferguson Map Grid ________ Zoning District_____________ 

3. San Antonio City Limits     Yes   No 

4. Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone?    Yes   No 

5. Previous/existing landfill?     Yes   No 

6. Parkland Greenbelts or open space? Floodplain?  Yes   No 
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CITY OF SAN ANTONIO 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS 
TREE PERMIT APPLICATION 

 

 

 
 

Date: July 13, 2015  

 

 

  

 (Office Use Only) 
 

A/P #    Permit Fee   $   
    

  APPROVED  NOT APPROVED Inspector / Arborist  Date   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Project Address/Location:  Refer to Location Map District: 3 
 

Project Name:  San Antonio River Outfall Project Proj. Mgr: Patrick O’Connor, P.E.  
 

Est. Project Starting Date: Project. 2B April ‘15 Acres:   Project 2B – 14.65 Acres  

 
Project Type (New):  Street          Drainage         Utility          Other (specify) 
 

Project Type (Existing):  Street          Drainage         Utility          Other (specify) 
 

Staff Contact:  Patrick O’Connor, P.E. Phone #:  210.233.3020 Fax #:  N/A  
 

Email Contact:  Poconnor@saws.org   

Fax #: 

       

 
 

Consultant 

Contact: 
 Hugo Cabrera, P.E. Phone #:  210.494.8004 Fax #:  210.494.8286  

 

Email Contact:  HCabrera@cpyi.com   

Fax #: 

       

 
 

 

 

  1. has no Significant, Heritage, or Historic trees as defined in Article V, section 35-523 of the U.D.C. (Plan 

submittal not required) 

  

  2. has Significant, or Heritage trees, but this work will in no way cause damage to or the destruction of said 

trees. (Plan submittal required with tree preservation plan, site plan indicating location of trees, and 

tree protection specifications)  
 

  3. Not Applicable 

 

  4. has Significant, or Heritage trees, that will be removed. (Plan submittal required with tree preservation 

plan, site plan indicating location of trees, tree protection specifications with tree inventory) 

  

 

 

Please submit plans to:  Environmental Review Division  1901 South Alamo Street  San Antonio, Texas  78205 
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7/13/2015 

Administrative Exception / Variance Request Review 
c/o Development Services Staff 
Development Services Department (DSD) 
City of San Antonio (COSA) 
1901 S. Alamo 
San Antonio, Texas 78204 

Re.  San Antonio River Outfall (SARO) Project 2B 
 A/P Not Provided 
 Unified Development Code (UDC) 35-523 
 Environmental Variance 

Dear COSA DSD, 

The San Antonio Water System (SAWS) will be constructing the proposed SARO Pipeline Project that 
consists of a sanitary sewer line beginning at the SAWS Salado Creek Water Recycling Center and ending 
at the intersection of Old Corpus Christi Road and Henderson Court. The alignment is divided into three 
projects, Project 1, Project 2A, and Project 2B. Project 2B consists of approximately 16,550 LF of 48” 
sanitary sewer line with proposed siphons at Heritage Oaks Subdivision, Mission Ditch Pass, and Old 
Corpus Christi Road. The Project 2B site is approximately 14.65 acres and is expected to advertise 
through the end of July. 

Design efforts were made to limit Project 2B’s impact to Significant trees, however, given that the 
project is comprised of the replacement of an existing SAWS pipeline, certain impacts were unavoidable. 

Acknowledging the 2010 Tree Preservation Ordinance – Unified Development Code (UDC) 35-523, SARO 
Project 2B is under the minimum tree preservation requirements as displayed in the following table: 

Environmentally Sensitive Area  
(30 ft Floodplain Buffer) 

100-yr Floodplain Uplands 

Significant Heritage Significant Heritage Significant Heritage 

70.41% Preserved 
100.00% 

Preserved 
55.83% 

Preserved 
80.85% 

Preserved 
73.47% 

Preserved 
86.94% 

Preserved 

80% Required 100% Required 80% Required 100% Required 25% Required 100% Required 

 

SAWS is requesting a variance for the ability to mitigate the outstanding inches with preserved 
undersized trees and trees preserved in excess of the minimum preservation requirements as allowed 
by the COSA Tree Ordinance. The mitigation fees are calculated separately for significant trees, heritage 
trees, environmentally sensitive areas, 100-year floodplain areas, and the uplands areas. The 
environmentally sensitive area for SARO Project 2B is defined as a 30-ft buffer from the floodplain. Per 
discussion with Ricardo Espinoza, from the City of San Antonio, the heritage trees shall be counted at a 
1:1 ratio for mitigation purposes. Mitigation credit is obtained for all preserved un-protected native 
trees larger than 2.5 inches DBH and from every inch of DBH of protected native trees preserved over 
the required preservation limit. Floodplain, environmentally sensitive areas (30 foot buffer off 100 year 
floodplain), and uplands are calculated separately, as required per correspondence with the City of San 
Antonio. 
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Mitigation Fund Schedule 

 

Environmentally Sensitive Area Floodplain Uplands 

Significant Heritage Significant Heritage Significant Heritage 

Total Removed Total Removed Total Removed Total Removed Total Removed Total Removed 

Total (in) 98 29 61 0 206 91 177.5 34 2371 629 582 76 

% Preserved 70.41% 100% 55.83% 80.85% 73.47% 86.94% 

 80% Required 100% Required 80% Required 100% Required 25% Required 100% Required 

Required Mitigation (Inches) in  
Environmentally Sensitive Areas 

Required Mitigation (Inches) in  
100-year Floodplain 

Required Mitigation (Inches) in  
Uplands 

Mitigation of 
Heritage 

0 34 76 

Mitigation of 
Significant 

9.4 49.8 0 

Total 10 84 76 

Mitigation 
Credit 

(Inches) 
29 93 1165 

Total 
Mitigation 
Required 

0 0 0 

 

Tree ID’s for 
Mitigation 

Credit 
#181, 183, 234, & 238 

# 185, 186, 187, 188, 189, 190, 191, 
194, 221, 223, & 230 

# 281, 283, 394, 412, 537 

In our professional opinion, the proposed administrative exception / variance remains in harmony with 

the spirit and intent of the UDC as it will not adversely affect the health, safety, or welfare of the public. 

For additional information or questions, contact Hugo Cabrera, P.E. at hcabrera@cpyi.com or 210-494-

8004. 

Sincerely, 

 

                                                     

Hugo Cabrera, P.E., CP&Y 

 
 
 

For Office Use Only: AEVR #: Date Received:  

DSD – Director Official 
Action:  

   

APPROVED APPROVED W/ COMMENTS DENIED 

Signature: Date: 

Printed Name: Title: 

Comments: 

mailto:hcabrera@cpyi.com


Page 1 of  
City of San Antonio 
Development Services Department 
Land Entitlements Section 

HABITAT COMPLIANCE 
FORM

  

Figure 35-B-133-1 
 
 
 
1. Commentary: 
For information on endangered species habitat within Bexar County as may be established, see 2008 Draft Recovery 
Plan for Bexar County Karst Invertebrates, available on US Fish and Wildlife Service's website, and Management 
Guidelines for the Golden-cheeked Warbler in Rural Landscapes by Texas Parks and Wildlife Department available on 
their website. 

 
2. Applicant Contact Information: 
Project Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________
Property Owner:  E-mail: 
Address: __________________________________________ Zip code: Phone: ________________             
Agent:  E-mail: 
Address: __________________________________________ Zip code: Phone:   
Contact Person Name:  E-mail: 
Company:  Relationship to Owner: 
Address: __________________________________________ Zip code: Phone:   

 
3. Property Location: 

Property address or nearest street intersection if address not available: _____________________________ 
Acres: _____________      Ferguson map grid:____________ USGS Grid: _________________________            
In addition to this form, please submit an aerial map designating property boundaries based on the most recently 
available imagery.  Maps can be obtained from www.sanantonio.gov/dsd and saved into a PDF format.   

 
4. Application Type (check one): 
 Master Development Plan (MDP)  Tree Permit  
 Major Plat  Planned Unit Development (PUD) Plan  
 Development Plat   Minor Plat 

 
5. Endangered Species Act Coverage (check one): 
 The activity subject to the application to the City of San Antonio is covered under an existing Section 10(a) permit or 
a Section 7 Biological Opinion analyzing the activity as proposed, and the activity is identical or very similar to the 
activity proposed in permit and located in the same geographic location.  Skip to section 7, no affidavit required.   
 The activity subject to the application to the City of San Antonio is covered by participation in an approved Regional 
Habitat Conservation Plan.  Skip to section 7, no affidavit required. 
 The activity subject to the application to the City of San Antonio is not covered by an existing Section 10(a) permit 
or a Section 7 Biological Opinion nor participation in an approved Regional Habitat Conservation Plan. (Complete 
sections 6, 7 and 8 (if applicable) below) 
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Page 2 of  
City of San Antonio 
Development Services Department 
Land Entitlements Section 

HABITAT COMPLIANCE 
FORM

  
 
  6. Description for Activities Without Coverage (check one box for both sections A and B): 

□ There is no requirement for coverage of this listed species because no part of the tract 
subject to the application to the City of San Antonio contains habitat types that may be 
used by Golden-cheeked Warblers as set forth in Management Guidelines for the 
Golden-cheeked Warbler in Rural Landscapes, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, 
available on their website. While this requirement applies throughout the jurisdiction of 
the City of San Antonio, based on the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Recovery Plan maps 
for Golden-cheeked Warblers, there is a rebuttable presumption that areas located inside 
of Loop 1604 that are within the jurisdiction of the City of San Antonio, as well as areas 
located to the south of U.S. Highway 90 and east of Interstate Highway 35, do not 
contain habitat.   

A. Golden-cheeked 
Warbler Endangered 
Species 
 

□ 
 

The tract subject to the application to the City of San Antonio is within a presumptive 
habitat areas and an Endangered Species Survey has been completed within the last 3 
years by a Biologist permitted by U.S. Fish and Wildlife and copies sent to: 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife (USFWS) Ecological Services Field Office, 10711 Burnet Road, 
Suite 200, Austin, TX 78758  

 □ 
 

The tract subject to the application to the City of San Antonio is within a presumptive 
habitat area and no Endangered Species Survey has been submitted to U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife. (Selecting this box requires the applicant to complete the Habitat Compliance 
Affidavit in Section 8 below.) 

B. Karst Invertebrate 
Endangered Species 

□ 
 

There is no requirement for coverage of these listed species because no part of this tract 
subject to the application to the City of San Antonio is located within karst zone 1 or 2 of 
the areas in Bexar County identified as karst zones in the USFWS 2008 Draft Bexar 
County Karst Invertebrates Recovery Plan. 

 □ The tract or portions of the tract subject to the application to the City of San Antonio is 
located within Karst Zone 1 or 2 as identified in the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 2008 Draft 
Bexar County Karst Invertebrates Recovery Plan and an Endangered Species Survey has 
been completed by a Biologist permitted by U.S. Fish and Wildlife and copies sent to: 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife (USFWS) Ecological Services Field Office, 10711 Burnet Road, 
Suite 200, Austin, TX 78758  

 □ The tract or portions of the tract subject to the application to the City of San Antonio is 
located within Karst Zone 1 or 2 as identified in the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 2008 Draft 
Bexar County Karst Invertebrates Recovery Plan and no Endangered Species Survey has 
been submitted to U.S. Fish and Wildlife. (Selecting this box requires the applicant to 
complete the Habitat Compliance Affidavit in Section 8 below.) 

 
  7. Owner or Authorized Representative (form is considered incomplete without this section): 
 
I certify that the information provided in this Habitat Compliance Form is true and accurate. 
 
Print Name:        Signature:       
 
Address:      City:    State   ZipCode    

E-mail:              
 
 

 
I certify that the information provided in this Habitat Compliance Form is true and accurate. 
 
Print Name:        Signature: _________________________________ 
 
Address:      City:    State   ZipCode __________  

E-mail: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Habitat Compliance Form                                                       Page 2 of 3                                                Revised: 7/3/2012 
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City of San Antonio 
Development Services Department 
Land Entitlements Section 

HABITAT COMPLIANCE 
FORM

 
 
8. Affidavit of Compliance (required for properties in karst 1 or 2 or located in the area identified as potential 
habitat as set forth in Management Guidelines for the Golden-cheeked Warbler in Rural Landscapes, Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department, available on their website when there is no Section 10(a) permit, Section 7 biological opinion, 
Regional Habitat Conservation Plan, nor endangered species survey submitted to US Fish and Wildlife): 
 
 
 Affidavit of Compliance 

 

Before me, the undersigned authority, on this day personally appeared ________________________ 

("Affiant") who, being first duly sworn, upon his/her oath states:  

My name is ______________________________ and I am the owner of the property that is the subject of this 

application to the City of San Antonio.  

 

_______  A habitat assessment/survey was not conducted.   

_______  A habitat assessment/survey was conducted by a biologist permitted by U.S. Fish & Wildlife 

Service, ________________ (name of individual and firm) #TE____________ (number), and 

concluded that no species will be impacted by the activity subject to the application to the City 

of San Antonio and I am relying on that assessment/survey.   

 

Signed this _______ day of _______________, ________. 
 
Signature:____________________________________________________   
 
STATE OF TEXAS   § 
    § 
COUNTY OF BEXAR  § 

 

Sworn to and subscribed to before me on  __________________, by __________________________,  

                                                                          
                                                                                                         Notary Public, State of Texas 



SAN ANTONIO WATER SYSTEM

09-26-14 09-26-14
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