
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 

November 04, 2015 

Agenda Item No: 17

HDRC CASE NO: 2015-438 
ADDRESS: 1123 BURNET ST 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 1658 BLK F LOT 15 
ZONING: R5 H 
CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 2 
DISTRICT: Dignowity Hill Historic District 
APPLICANT: Susan Furman/Furman Properties, Inc. 
OWNER: Susan Furman/Furman Properties, Inc. 
TYPE OF WORK: Door replacement and exterior modifications  

REQUEST: 

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to enclose an existing window opening on the 
front facade as well as replace the front and rear doors.  

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 

Historic Design Guidelines, Chapter 2, Guidelines for Exterior Maintenance and Alterations 

6. Architectural Features: Doors, Windows, and Screens

A. MAINTENANCE (PRESERVATION) 
i. Openings—Preserve existing window and door openings. Avoid enlarging or diminishing to fit stock sizes or air
conditioning units. Avoid filling in historic door or window openings. Avoid creating new primary entrances or window 
openings on the primary façade or where visible from the public right-of-way. 
ii. Doors—Preserve historic doors including hardware, fanlights, sidelights, pilasters, and entablatures.
iii. Windows—Preserve historic windows. When glass is broken, the color and clarity of replacement glass should match
the original historic glass. 

B. ALTERATIONS (REHABILITATION, RESTORATION, AND RECONSTRUCTION) 
i. Doors—Replace doors, hardware, fanlight, sidelights, pilasters, and entablatures in-kind when possible and when
deteriorated beyond repair. When in-kind replacement is not feasible, ensure features match the size, material, and profile 
of the historic element. 
ii. New entrances—Ensure that new entrances, when necessary to comply with other regulations, are compatible in size,
scale, shape, proportion, material, and massing with historic entrances. 

FINDINGS: 

a. The applicant has proposed to remove the two, existing metal doors and install a wood door at the front entrance and
another steel door at the rear entrance. The applicant’s proposed front door replacement is appropriate and consistent
with the Guidelines. Given that the current rear door is a metal door, the applicant’s proposal to replace it with a new
metal door is appropriate.

b. Currently on the front façade, a metal window exists where an original door opening would have been located. This is
shown not only be the common example found throughout San Antonio of a street facing front door and side facing
front door, but also in this particular instance by the single step located beneath the window. According to the
Guidelines for Exterior Maintenance and Alterations 6.A.i., existing window and door opening should be preserved.
Staff recommends that the applicant retain the existing opening, potentially installing a door to return the front façade
to its original state.

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends approval of the installation of both the front wood door and the rear metal door. 



 

 

Staff does not recommend approval of the removal of the existing window opening on the front façade. Staff recommends 
that the applicant retain the existing opening, potentially installing a door to return the front façade to its original state. 

CASE MANAGER: 

Edward Hall 

 

  






















