
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 
January 20, 2016 

Agenda Item No: 6

HDRC CASE NO: 2016-005 
ADDRESS: 224 LAVACA ST 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 713 BLK 10 LOT E 3.7 OF N 95.1 OF 14,W 9 OF N 91.5OF 15 & W 45.1 

OF E 49.1 OF 15 
ZONING: RM4 H 
CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 1 
DISTRICT: Lavaca Historic District 
LANDMARK: Mannewitz / Yznaga House 
APPLICANT: Jack Harmon 
OWNER: Jack Harmon 
TYPE OF WORK: Driveway modification  
REQUEST: 

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to widen the existing driveway approach from 
being sixteen (16) feet wide at its widest point and twelve (12) feet wide at its narrowest point to be twenty-two (22) feet 
wide at its widest point and eighteen (18) feet wide at its narrowest point. The property currently features a brick parking 
surface that is approximately twenty-five (25) feet in width.  

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 

Historic Design Guidelines, Chapter 5, Guidelines for Site Elements 

5. Sidewalks, Walkways, Drvieways and Curbing

B. DRIVEWAYS 
i. Driveway configuration—Retain and repair in place historic driveway configurations, such as ribbon drives. Incorporate
a similar driveway configuration—materials, width, and design—to that historically found on the site. Historic driveways 
are typically no wider than 10 feet. Pervious paving surfaces may be considered where replacement is necessary to 
increase stormwater infiltration. 
ii. Curb cuts and ramps—Maintain the width and configuration of original curb cuts when replacing historic driveways.
Avoid introducing new curb cuts where not historically found. 

FINDINGS: 

a. The applicant has proposed to widen the existing driveway approach from being sixteen (16) feet wide at its widest
point and twelve (12) feet wide at its narrowest point to be twenty-two (22) feet wide at its widest point and eighteen
(18) feet wide at its narrowest point. The property currently features a brick parking surface that is
approximately twenty-five (25) feet in width.

b. According to the Guidelines for Site Elements 5.B.i., historic driveways are typically no wider than ten (10) feet
wide. This driveway width is predominant throughout the Lavaca Historic District, however, at this particular
property, nontraditional driveway widths, materials and configurations are featured as they are at the properties to the
immediate northeast of 224 Lavaca.

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff finds the applicant’s proposal to widen the width existing, nontraditional driveway approach is appropriate and 
recommends approval as submitted based on findings a and b.  

CASE MANAGER: 

Edward Hall 
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