
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 

April 06, 2016 

Agenda Item No: 2

HDRC CASE NO: 2016-070 
ADDRESS: 106 ALAMO PLAZA 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 151 BLK LOT 3, A1,A2,A3,A4,A5,A6,7,8,60,61, 62,63,65,A66&64 EXC 

SW 32 FT 
ZONING: D H HS RIO-3 
CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 1 
DISTRICT: Alamo Plaza Historic District 
LANDMARK: Joske's Dept Store 
APPLICANT: Christian Oviatt 
OWNER: New Rivercenter Mall, L.P.  
TYPE OF WORK: Signage  

REQUEST: 

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to install one sign above the Blum Street 
entrance canopy to read “Battle for Texas: The Experience” as well as to install two groupings of three flags above the 
proposed signage. The applicant has proposed for the signage to consist of aluminum fabricated channel letters with 
acrylic faces, trim caps and vinyl overlays.   

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 

Historic Design Guidelines, Chapter 6, Guidelines for Signage 

1. General

A. GENERAL 
i. Number and size—Each building will be allowed one major and two minor signs. Total requested signage should not
exceed 50 square feet. 
ii. New signs—Select the type of sign to be used based on evidence of historic signs or sign attachment parts along the
building storefront where possible. Design signs to respect and respond to the character and/or period of the area in which 
they are being placed. Signs should identify the tenant without creating visual clutter or distracting from building features 
and historic districts. 
iii. Scale—Design signage to be in proportion to the facade, respecting the building’s size, scale and mass, height, and
rhythms and sizes of window and door openings. Scale signage (in terms of its height and width) to be subordinate to the 
overall building composition. 

C. PLACEMENT AND INSTALLATION 
i. Location—Place signs where historically located and reuse sign attachment parts where they exist. Do not erect signs
above the cornice line or uppermost portion of a facade wall, or where they will disfigure or conceal architectural details, 
window openings, doors, or other significant details. 
ii. Obstruction of historic features—Avoid obscuring historic building features such as cornices, gables, porches,
balconies, or other decorative elements with new signs. 
iii. Damage—Avoid irreversible damage caused by installing a sign. For example, mount a sign to the mortar rather than
the historic masonry. 
iv. Pedestrian orientation—Orient signs toward the sidewalk to maintain the pedestrian oriented nature of the historic
districts. 

D. DESIGN 
i. Inappropriate materials—Do not use plastic, fiberglass, highly reflective materials that will be difficult to read, or other
synthetic materials not historically used in the district. 
ii. Appropriate materials—Construct signs of durable materials used for signs during the period of the building's



 

 

construction, such as wood, wrought iron, steel, aluminum, and metal grill work. 
iii. Color—Limit the number of colors used on a sign to three. Select a dark background with light lettering to make signs 
more legible. 
iv. Typefaces—Select letter styles and sizes that complement the overall character of the building façade. Avoid hard-to-
read or overly intricate styles. 
 
E. LIGHTING 
i. Lighting sources—Use only indirect or bare-bulb sources that do not produce glare to illuminate signs. All illumination 
shall be steady and stationary. Internal illumination should not be used. 
ii. Neon lighting—Incorporate neon lighting as an integral architectural element or artwork appropriate to the site, if used. 
 
UDC Section 28-6. Definitions 
 
Sign shall mean any object, device, display, structure, description, figure, painting, drawing, message, plaque, placard, 
poster, or thing or any part thereof, situated outdoors or indoors, that is designed or used to advertise, inform, identify, 
display, direct, or attract attention to anything by any means, including words, letters, figures, design, symbols, fixtures, 
colors, illumination or projected images. The foregoing enumeration of signs shall not be considered to be exclusive. The 
term "sign" shall include all other devices or structures as may reasonably be included under it; whether attached or 
unattached. This definition excludes all national or state flags, non-electric window displays, graffiti placed without the 
authority of the property's owner or representative, the official announcements or signs of government, and athletic 
scoreboards displaying no otherwise off-premises signage. 

FINDINGS: 

a. Conceptual approval of the placement and square footage of signage at 849 E Commerce, 106 Alamo Plaza and 
the San Antonio River Lagoon was approved on October 17, 2012, as part of the Rivercenter Mall’s master 
signage plan. Signage specifics including materials, square footage and placement were conceptually approved at 
that time. Currently, the applicant has proposed to install one new signs not included in the original approval 
above the canopy on both sides of the Blum Street entrance. 

b. To mitigate for the additional signage square footage that is being requested, the applicant has proposed to 
eliminate two previously approved signs noted in the master signage plan as sign Y9 which totals forty-four 
square feet. The location of this sign which was originally intended for use by IMAX has no relationship to the 
location of the currently proposed signage.  

c. This request was reviewed by the Design Review Committee on March  
d. Centered and directly above the “Shops at Rivercenter” signage at the Blum Street entrance, the applicant has 

proposed to install one new sign totaling 27.98 square feet. ”. According to the Guidelines for Signage, 1.A.ii and 
iii., new signs should be based on evidence of historic signs and should be designed to respect and  respond to the 
character and/or period of the area in which they are being placed. Additionally, signs should identify the tenant 
without creating visual clutter or a distraction from the historic façade and should be designed to be in proportion 
to the building’s façade. Staff finds the applicant’s proposal to be appropriately scaled and placed as to not detract 
from the historic façade.  

e. The Guidelines for Signage 1.C.i. notes that new signs should be placed in locations where signage would have  
historically been placed and that signage should not be placed where they will disfigure or conceal architectural  
details, window openings, doors or other significant details. Staff finds that the applicant’s proposal is not 
obscuring any architectural features and is consistent with the Guidelines.  

f. Regarding signage materials, the applicant has proposed  for the signage to consist of aluminum fabricated 
channel letters with acrylic faces, trim caps and vinyl overlays. The applicant has noted that the proposed signage 
is to be lit by white LED’s. This proposal is consistent with the master signage plan. 

g. Above the proposed signage, the applicant has proposed to install two groups of three flags in existing flag 
mounts. These three flags are to be the Flag of Texas, a Mexican tri-color flag with the year 1824 inscribed in the 
middle and the “Come and Take It”. The Mexican tri-color flag is commonly known as the Constitution Flag of 
1824, the 1824 Flag of the Texas Revolution and the Alamo Flag. The “Come and Take It” originated 
immediately prior to the Battle of Gonzales; the first military engagement of the Texas Revolution. Historically, 
three flags have been flown in each mount. Per UDC Section 28, all national or state flags are not included in the 
definition of signage.  



 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends approval based on findings a through g with the following stipulations: 
 

i. That the applicant remove the Dave & Buster’s “Now Open” signage at the Blum Street Entrance prior to 
receiving a Certificate of Appropriateness for the signage of this request.  

CASE MANAGER: 

Edward Hall 
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