
 

 

HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 

April 20, 2016 

Agenda Item No: 13 
 
HDRC CASE NO: 2016-143 
COMMON NAME: Witte Museum 
ADDRESS: 3901 BROADWAY 
ZONING: R6 HS RIO-1 
CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 2 
LANDMARK: Brackenridge Park 
APPLICANT: David Gauthier/Intelligent Engineering Services 
OWNER: City of San Antonio 
TYPE OF WORK: Reconstruction of stone channel walls 
REQUEST: 

The applicant is requesting conceptual approval to replace the stone walls of a circa 1930’s channel. The wall structure 
will be fully replaced with reinforced concrete, but will be faced with salvaged stone to maintain the current appearance. 
A tree preservation plan for this phase of work has been developed for compliance with the City’s tree ordinance. 

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 
Historic Design Guidelines, Chapter 5, Guidelines for Site Elements 

2. Fences and Walls  

A. HISTORIC FENCES AND WALLS  
i. Preserve—Retain historic fences and walls.  
ii. Repair and replacement—Replace only deteriorated sections that are beyond repair. Match replacement materials 
(including mortar) to the color, texture, size, profile, and finish of the original.  
 
B. NEW FENCES AND WALLS  
i. Design—New fences and walls should appear similar to those used historically within the district in terms of their scale, 
transparency, and character. Design of fence should respond to the design and materials of the house or main structure.  
v. Appropriate materials—Construct new fences or walls of materials similar to fence materials historically used in the 
district. Select materials that are similar in scale, texture, color, and form as those historically used in the district, and that 
are compatible with the main structure. Screening incompatible uses—Review alternative fence heights and materials for 
appropriateness where residential properties are adjacent to commercial or other potentially incompatible uses.  

FINDINGS: 
a) The stone-lined channel at this location was constructed circa 1930 by the National Youth Administration and is a 

contributing element to this historic property. 
b) The proposed reconstruction is necessary due to the failure of the walls in multiple locations. The proposal will 

maintain the original locations and appearance of the walls consistent with the Guidelines for Site Elements 2.A. and 
2.B. 

c) Required tree removal and replanting of appropriate species is being done in accordance with the City’s tree 
ordinance. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends conceptual approval as submitted based on findings a through c. 

CASE COMMENTS: 
The applicant is responsible for satisfying all federal, state, or local cultural resources laws, rules, and regulations that 
may apply to this site.  

CASE MANAGER: Cory Edwards 
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TREE PRESERVATION NOTES

1. TREE SURVEY INFORMATION IS BASED ON SITE SURVEY PREPARED BY IES ENGINEERS OF SAN ANTONIO,
TX.(210)349-9098.

2. ALL CONDITIONS NECESSITATING THE REMOVAL OR PRUNING OF A TREE SHALL BE REVIEWED BY
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT & OWNER'S REPRESENTATIVE. THE LOCATIONS OF ANY IMPROVEMENTS WITH THE
POTENTIAL OF IMPACTING TREES SHALL BE STAKED/DELINEATED PRIOR TO THE FIELD REVIEW AND ANY
CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY.

3.  REMOVAL OF ANY TREES SCHEDULED FOR PRESERVATION MUST BE DOCUMENTED BY CONTRACTOR
DURING PROGRESS OF CONSTRUCTION.  INFORMATION DOCUMENTED BY CONTRACTOR TO BE
SUBMITTED TO THE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT FOR RECONCILIATION AT END OF PROJECT AS COORDINATION
FOR APPROVAL OF CITY ARBORIST AND CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY PROCESS.

4.  PRIOR TO SITE CLEARING OPERATIONS PROCESS IS:
A.  LAYOUT FOOTPRINT OF IMPROVEMENTS.
B. INSTALL TREE PROTECTIVE BARRICADE FENCING. TREES NOT ABLE TO BE FENCED-OFF DUE TO

WORK CLEARANCE NEEDED ARE TO BE PROTECTED WITH
TREE ARMOR.
C. OBTAIN APPROVAL FROM TREE INSPECTOR.
D. PERFORM SITE CLEARING.
E. PLACE MULCH OVER ALL DISTURBED AREA & AS DIRECTED BENEATH ALL REMAINING TREE

CANOPIES.

5.  ALL EXISTING TREES ARE TO REMAIN UNLESS INDICATED OTHERWISE. TREES SHALL BE REMOVED ONLY
UNDER THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS:

A. TREE IS INDICATED TO BE REMOVED; SEE LEGEND.
B. CUT/FILL GREATER THAN FOUR (4") EXCEEDS 50% OF THE ROOT PROTECTION (RPZ).
RPZ IS DEFINED AS A DISTANCE FROM TRUNK TO  12" FOR EACH CALIPER INCH (DBH) OF TRUNK.
DBH IS DEFINED AS  A DIAMETER OF TRUNK AT BREAST HEIGHT.
C. CONSTRUCTION OF A BUILDING OR OTHER IMPROVEMENT(S) REQUIRES THE REMOVAL OF MORE

THAN 30% OF THE VIABLE PORTION OF THE TREE CROWN.

6.   ALL TREES TO REMAIN ON SITE REQUIRE PROTECTIVE FENCING OR ARMOR PROTECTION, MULCHING,
PRUNING, WATERING, AND FERTILIZATION AS DIRECTED BY A QUALIFIED ARBORIST.

7. BARRICADE FENCE TO BE STAKED IN FIELD BY CONTRACTOR'S REPRESENTATIVE, BEFORE ANY
CONSTRUCTION RELATED ACTIVITY BEGINS, ON ALL TREES WITHIN 100' OF ANY CONSTRUCTION. REFER TO
DTL. 1/TP-101.

8. INSTALL BARRICADE FENCE DIRECTLY BELOW DRIPLINE OF TREE AT A MINIMUM AS INDICATED IN DTL.
1/TP-101.  IN CONDITIONS WHERE CONSTRUCTION INTRUDES WITHIN DRIPLINE OF TREE, PLACE FENCE AT
DISTANCE OF TREE RPZ MINIMUM.

9. ALL WOODY MATERIAL TO BE REMOVED SHALL BE CHIPPED INTO MULCH AND UTILIZED ON SITE.
SUBSEQUENT MULCH MATERIAL IS TO BE PLACED ON SITE WITHIN RPZ'S AT TREES ADJACENT TO
CONSTRUCTION & NATURAL AREAS. MATERIAL NOT USED ON SITE IS TO BE REMOVED AND PROPERLY
DISPOSED OF BY CONTRACTOR. IF MATERIAL OBTAINED FROM SITE DOES NOT PROVIDE AN ADEQUATE
QUANTITY OF MULCH, CONTRACTOR TO PROVIDE THE QUANTITY OF SUPPLEMENTAL MULCH REQUIRED TO
ACCOMPLISH INTENT OF PLANS.

10. SITE LAYOUT OF MAJOR IMPROVEMENTS IS TO BE COMPLETED BEFORE ANY DEMOLITION OF EXISTING
TREES OR VEGETATION IS STARTED.

11. CONTRACTOR TO COORDINATE REVIEW WITH AND OBTAIN APPROVAL OF TREE PROTECTION BY COSA
TREE INSPECTOR, ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW DEPT. PRIOR TO INITIATING ANY WORK ON PROJECT.

12. THE RPZ & AREA TO DRIPLINE SHALL BE COVERED WITH 6" OF COARSE MULCH FOR MOISTURE
CONSERVATION & PROTECTON AGAINST COMPACTION.

13. PRESERVED TREES SHALL BE PROTECTED UNTIL SUCH TIME AS THE PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS CAN
BE STAKED TO DETERMINE ITS DISTANCE FROM TREE TRUNK. (IF FOUND THAT THE PROPOSED
IMPROVEMENTS WILL BE CLOSER THAN 5', THE CONTRACTOR WILL MEET WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW DEPARTMENT TO MINIMIZE IMPACT.)

14.  NO GRADING GREATER OR LESS THAN 3" IN PROTECTED TREES RPZ, NO TRENCHING IN PROTECTED
TREES RPZ EXCEPT BY HAND WITH CLEAN CUTTING ROOTS LARGER THAN 2" IN DIAMETER.
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NOTE:
EXISTING TREES ON SITE ARE ASSOCIATED WITH THE PREVIOUSLY APPROVED TREE PRESERVATION PLAN FOR
THE WITTE MUSEUM CONSTRUCTION CURRENTLY UNDERWAY. REFERENCE AP# AM2002331 & AP# A2002212.
MITIGATION REQUIRED FOR REMOVAL OF PROTECTED TREES WILL BE PROVIDED AS REQUIRED BY CITY OF SAN
ANTONIO TREE PRESERVATION ORDINANCE (SEC. 35-523).
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