
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 

May 18, 2016 

Agenda Item No: 16

HDRC CASE NO: 2016-166 
ADDRESS: 915 BURLESON ST 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 1302 BLK 3 LOT 15 
ZONING: R5 H 
CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 2 
DISTRICT: 
APPLICANT: 
OWNER: 
TYPE OF WORK: 

Dignowity Hill Historic District 
Victor Hernandez 
Victor Hernandez 
Construction of a carport

REQUEST: 

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to construct a 40’ x 46’ carport in the rear of the 
property at 915 Burleson. The proposed carport features steel construction, R-panel roof, and a gabled roof with a total 
height of 14 feet. The carport rests on a concrete pad of roughly the same footprint which extends to the back alley. 

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 
Historic Design Guidelines, Chapter 4, Guidelines for New Construction 
5. Garages and Outbuildings
A. DESIGN AND CHARACTER 
i. Massing and form—Design new garages and outbuildings to be visually subordinate to the principal historic structure in
terms of their height, massing, and form.  

ii. Building size – New outbuildings should be no larger in plan than 40 percent of the principal historic structure
footprint.  

iii. Character—Relate new garages and outbuildings to the period of construction of the principal building on the lot
through the use of complementary materials and simplified architectural details.  

FINDINGS: 
a. According to the Guidelines for New Construction 5.A.i., new outbuildings should be visually subordinate to the

principal historic structure in terms of their height, massing, and form. The proposed carport is not consistent with the 
Guidelines. 

b. According to the Guidelines for New Construction 5.A.ii., new outbuildings should be no larger in plan than 40
percent of the historic house on the property. The proposed carport has approximately the same footprint as the house 
and takes up the majority of the back yard space. This is not consistent with the Guidelines. 

c. According to the Guidelines for New Construction 5.A.iii., new outbuildings should relate to the period of
construction as the historic house through the use of complementary materials. The proposed materials of steel 
framing and roofing are not compatible within the Dignowity Hill Historic District. Wood construction would be 
more appropriate. 

d. Because of its placement at the rear of the property, the proposed carport will not be readily visible from the street.
While this is consistent with the Guidelines for New Construction. However, the overall scale and materials of the 
carport detract from the historic property and are not are not appropriate within the historic district. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff does not recommend approval based on findings a through d. Staff recommends that the carport be reduced in 
overall scale, lowered to no more 12 feet in height, and feature materials that are more compatible within the historic 
district. 

CASE MANAGER: 

Cory Edwards 
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