
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 

June 15, 2016 

Agenda Item No: 3

HDRC CASE NO: 2016-200 

COMMON NAME: Amtrak 
ADDRESS: 350 HOEFGEN AVE 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 14082 BLK 2 LOT 4 (EXCEPT S IRR 147.42 FT (.442 A), S IRR 96.39 FT 

(.236 A) & W IRR 312.5 FT (1.313 A) 
ZONING: D H HE 
CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 2 
DISTRICT: St. Paul Square Historic District 
LANDMARK: Southern Pacific Railroad Station 
APPLICANT: Flores Engineers, Inc 
OWNER: SSG Hotels, LLC 
TYPE OF WORK: Additional parking 
REQUEST: 

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to create 12 additional parking spaces on the 
south of the existing lot.  

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 

Historic Design Guidelines, Chapter 5, Guidelines for Site Elements 

7. Off-Street Parking
A. LOCATION 
i. Preferred location—Place parking areas for non-residential and mixed-use structures at the rear of the site, behind
primary structures to hide them from the public right-of-way. On corner lots, place parking areas behind the primary 
structure and set them back as far as possible from the side streets. Parking areas to the side of the primary structure are 
acceptable when location behind the structure is not feasible. See UDC Section 35-310 for district-specific standards.  
ii. Front—Do not add off-street parking areas within the front yard setback as to not disrupt the continuity of the
streetscape. 
iii. Access—Design off-street parking areas to be accessed from alleys or secondary streets rather than from principal
streets whenever possible. 
B. DESIGN  
i. Screening—Screen off-street parking areas with a landscape buffer, wall, or ornamental fence two to four feet high—or
a combination of these methods. Landscape buffers are preferred due to their ability to absorb carbon dioxide. See UDC 
Section 35-510 for buffer requirements.  
ii. Materials—Use permeable parking surfaces when possible to reduce run-off and flooding. See UDC Section 35-526(j)
for specific standards. 
iii. Parking structures—Design new parking structures to be similar in scale, materials, and rhythm of the surrounding
historic district when new parking structures are necessary. 

FINDINGS: 

a. The applicant is proposing to add twelve additional parking spaces on the south of the existing parking lot,
extending the lot with paving to match existing. The proposed spaces will require the removal of a curb, grass
area and sidewalk. The current area has seven small trees and the applicant is proposing to remove two hackberry
trees.

b. The parking spaces extend toward an existing concrete wall, separating the parking lot from the lowered bus
terminal. The proposal is consistent with the Guidelines for Site Elements 7.A. as the additional 12 spaces are
screened by a wall and hidden from the public right of way.



 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends approval as submitted based on findings a and b.  

CASE MANAGER: 

Lauren Sage 
 
CASE COMMENT: 

 
If there are any lands or easements owned or controlled by the State of Texas or any of its political subdivisions within the 
property, or if there is any federal agency involvement or jurisdiction relating to the property or its development, the 
Texas Historical Commission may require compliance efforts additional to those required by the Office of Historic 
Preservation. 
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