
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 

October 05, 2016 

Agenda Item No: 7

HDRC CASE NO: 2016-388 
COMMON NAME: VIA Metropolitan Transit - Next Gen Plus 
CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 4 
APPLICANT: John Seymore/VIA Metropolitan Transit 
OWNER: Christine Vina/VIA Metropolitan Transit 
TYPE OF WORK: Installation of bus shelters at various locations; Next Gen Plus design 

REQUEST: 

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to place 'Next Gen Plus' bus shelters, a new 
prototype, at 46 various locations along Zarzamora and Military Drive, and future locations.   

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 

UDC Section 35-646 – Construction in Public Rights-of-Way 
a. General Provisions. All construction in the public right-of-way shall conform to all city codes. In considering an
application, the historic and design review commission shall be guided by the following: 

1. Sidewalk Zones. Pedestrian movement should be pleasant, allowing for store browsing, comfortable transit
waiting and easy accessibility for disabled people. Where possible, sidewalks should at least five (5) feet in width. 
Existing sidewalks should not be narrowed when replaced. 
3. Street Features and Arrangements. Historic districts and the downtown, as well as other distinct areas of the
city have diverse character and any street furniture selected for these areas should complement these differences. 
In addition, the clustering of street furniture in one (1) place is recommended. Trash receptacles, seating, 
telephones and other street furniture should be grouped together. 

A. Circulation. A clear path-of-travel of thirty-six (36) inches wide shall be maintained in and around 
street features and arrangement. 
B. Seating. Seating should be physically comfortable and inviting, durable and attractive. Plaza and open 
space seating should also be socially comfortable by offering a variety of choices such as in the sun or 
shade, near traffic and activity or not, and alone or in groups. 

FINDINGS: 

a. This proposal was reviewed by the Design Review Committee on September 13, 2016. The members present had
no major concerns about the design, but had concerns about maintenance. The members also supported the
absence of advertisement space on the structure.

b. The applicant is proposing approval of the “Next Gen Plus” shelter. The proposed prototype is minimal and light
in terms of design and construction. Therefore, their installation will not significantly impact views of existing
historic buildings. The proposed prototype design is also flexible, in that there are several variations to
accommodate to narrow right-of-ways. The installation of these shelters will create more uniformity among VIA
stops, helping to reduce the amount of visual clutter, consistent with the UDC Section 35-646(a).

c. The applicant at this time is proposing to install 46 “Next Gen Plus” shelters at existing stops along Zarzamora
and Military Drive. These are not located in any Historic Districts and do not impact any historic structures. Staff
finds the proposal appropriate and consistent with the UDC Section 35-646.

d. ARCHAEOLOGY- The development project shall comply with all federal, state, and local laws, rules, and
regulations regarding archaeology.

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends approval of the design as submitted based on findings a through d with the following stipulations: 
1. ARCHAEOLOGY- The development project shall comply with all federal, state, and local laws, rules, and

regulations regarding archaeology. 
2. The applicant is responsible for submitting future requests for installations at specific locations to staff for review



 

 

and issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness.

CASE MANAGER: 

Lauren Sage 

  








































































