
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 
October 05, 2016 

Agenda Item No: 16

HDRC CASE NO: 2016-384 
ADDRESS: 10 10TH ST 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 456 BLK 34 LOT 9 (VFW POST NO 76 SUBD) 
ZONING: FBZ T-6 RIO-2 HS 
CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 1 
LANDMARK: Brewmeister's House 
APPLICANT: Tom Bergo 
OWNER: VFW Post 76 
TYPE OF WORK: Construction of a wood deck and signage 
REQUEST: 

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to: 
1. Install a wood deck and signage at the northeast, river side of the property.
2. Install signage on the rear side of the proposed deck.

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 

Historic Design Guidelines, Chapter 4, Guidelines for New Construction 

5. Garages and Outbuildings

A. DESIGN AND CHARACTER 
i. Massing and form—Design new garages and outbuildings to be visually subordinate to the principal historic structure in
terms of their height, massing, and form. 
ii. Building size – New outbuildings should be no larger in plan than 40 percent of the principal historic structure
footprint. 
iii. Character—Relate new garages and outbuildings to the period of construction of the principal building on the lot
through the use of complementary materials and simplified architectural details. 
iv. Windows and doors—Design window and door openings to be similar to those found on historic garages or
outbuildings in the district or on the principle historic structure in terms of their spacing and proportions. 
v. Garage doors—Incorporate garage doors with similar proportions and materials as those traditionally found in the
district. 

B. SETBACKS AND ORIENTATION 
i. Orientation—Match the predominant garage orientation found along the block. Do not introduce front-loaded garages
or garages attached to the primary structure on blocks where rear or alley-loaded garages were historically used. 
ii. Setbacks—Follow historic setback pattern of similar structures along the streetscape or district for new garages and
outbuildings. Historic garages and outbuildings are most typically located at the rear of the lot, behind the principal 
building. In some instances, historic setbacks are not consistent with UDC requirements and a variance may be required. 

UDC Section 35-681. – Signage on the Riverside of Properties Abutting the River. 

Sec. 35-681. - Signs on the Riverside of Properties Abutting the River. 
This section governs all exterior signs on the riverside of public and private property abutting the San Antonio River and 
its extensions, and all interior signs hung within ten (10) feet of an exterior fenestration, or those signs intended to be read 
by exterior patrons on the riverside of a building. 

(a) Character of Signs. Signs should respect and respond to the character of the historic Riverwalk area. The display of 
signs and other graphics on the riverside of property abutting the river shall not be permitted except as provided for in this 
article. Additionally, when reviewing applications for signage the historic preservation officer and the historic and design 
review commission shall consider the visual impact on nearby historic resources. 
(b) Sign Definitions. For signage definitions, refer to subsection 35-612(b) and chapter 28 of the City Code. 



 
(c) Standards for Signage. 
 
(1) Proportion. For all signage, signage width and height must be in proportion to the facade, respecting the size, scale and 
mass of the facade, building height, and rhythms and sizes of window and door openings. The building facade shall be 
considered as part of an overall sign program but the sign shall be subordinate to the overall building composition. 
Additionally, signs shall respect and respond to the character and/or period of the area in which they are being placed. 
(2) Size. The maximum allowable size for any sign on the riverside of property abutting the publicly owned Riverwalk 
and visible from the Riverwalk shall be eight (8) square feet. If a building surface is used for signage, the letters or design 
shall not exceed a surface area of eight (8) square feet. However, additional square footage may be approved, except in 
RIO-3, provided that the additional signage is in conformity, and does not interfere with, the pedestrian experience on the 
Riverwalk. The additional square footage shall be based upon the size and design of the site, setback from the river and 
shall be appropriate for the area in which it is being placed. 
(3) Roof Top/Parapet Signs. No signs shall be displayed from the parapet or roof of any building unless designated by the 
historic preservation officer as a contributing structure. 
(4) Signs for Riverwalk Business Only. No sign, visual display, or graphic shall be placed in the Riverwalk area unless it 
advertises a bona fide business conducted in, or on premises adjacent to the Riverwalk. Only buildings that have an 
entrance directly onto the Riverwalk may display a sign or graphic. 
(5) Number of Signs. Only one (1) identification sign shall be allowed for each store, shop, restaurant, nightclub, or place 
of business in the Riverwalk area and fronting on the Riverwalk. In addition to a sign, establishments serving food or 
beverages may erect a menu board, which shall be used only for displaying menus. 
(6) Illumination. Internally illuminated signs are prohibited. The light source for exterior illumination shall be steady light 
concealed by a hood or other acceptable method of indirect lighting. Flashing lights, rope lighting and exposed neon lights 
are prohibited. 
(7) Materials. Signs may be constructed of wood, metal, glass. Lettering may be painted, stamped, etched, carved, applied 
metal or wood. Vinyl lettering may be permitted for interior signs provided it respects and responds to the character of the 
historic Riverwalk area. 

FINDINGS: 

a. The applicant has proposed to construct an open air deck at the northeast corner of the site, adjacent to the San 
Antonio River. The applicant has proposed a footprint of 35’ x 25’ with an overall height of approximately 
thirteen (13) feet. The applicant has proposed materials which include concrete piers, wood columns, joists, 
decking, railings and railing caps.  

b. DECK – According to the Guidelines for New Construction 5.A., new accessory structures should be designed to 
be visually subordinate to the primary historic structure on the property and should relate to the period of 
construction of the primary historic structure. The applicant has noted that both materials and paint color will 
match those of the primary historic structure on the property. The applicant’s proposal is consistent with the 
Guidelines.  

c. SIGNAGE – Attached to the proposed deck, the applicant has proposed to install signage to read “FARR 
BUILDERS”, “CIGAR DECK” AND “@VFWPOST76”. Each of these signs are  to range from approximately 8 
square feet to approximately 13 square feet in size. The applicant has noted that signage will not face the river. 
Staff finds the proposed signage appropriate.   

d. ARCHAEOLOGY- - The property is within the River Improvement Overlay District, encompasses the historic 
Alamo Dam and Mill Race, and is adjacent to the San Antonio River. In addition, the project area is in close 
proximity to previously recorded archaeological site 41BX1817.  Thus, the property may contain sites, some of 
which may be significant. Therefore, archaeological investigations shall be required for the project area. The 
archaeology consultant should submit the scope of work to the Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) for review 
and approval prior to beginning the archaeological investigation. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends approval of item #1 as submitted based on finding d. 
 

i. ARCHAEOLOGY-Archaeological investigations are required. The archaeological scope of work should be 
submitted to the OHP archaeologists for review and approval prior to beginning the archaeological investigation. 
The development project shall comply with all federal, state, and local laws, rules, and regulations regarding 



archaeology.   

CASE MANAGER: 

Edward Hall 
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