
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 
November 16, 2016 
Agenda Item No: 18

HDRC CASE NO: 2016-447 
ADDRESS: 501 N ALAMO ST 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 437 BLK 11 LOT 13 
ZONING: FBZ T4-2 HS 
CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 1 
LANDMARK: Church of Christian Scientists 
APPLICANT: Elden Stalnaker 
OWNER: First Church of Christ, Scientist 
TYPE OF WORK: Installation of wrought iron gates at primary entrance 
REQUEST: 

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to install three 8’ tall front entry gates in each of 
the three existing door bays.  

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 

Historic Design Guidelines, Chapter 2, Exterior Maintenance and Alterations 

7. Architectural Features: Porches, Balconies, and Porte-Cocheres
B. ALTERATIONS (REHABILITATION, RESTORATION, AND RECONSTRUCTION) 
i. Front porches—Refrain from enclosing front porches. Approved screen panels should be simple in design as to not
change the character of the structure or the historic fabric. 

FINDINGS: 

a. The main structure at 501 N Alamo is a three story church building built circa 1915, made of stucco. The property
is an individual landmark and was designated in 1988.

b. There are three arched openings on the front facade with one stairway leading up to the doors. The proposed
wrought iron gates fit in each of the three arched openings. According to the Guidelines for Exterior Maintenance
and Alteration 7.B.i., front entrances and porches should not be enclosed. Staff made a site visit on November 9,
2016, and found that the proposed gates would be installed consistent with the right side entrances previously
modified. Also, staff finds the proposed gates are removable in the future.  Staff finds the proposed modification
appropriate.

c. The applicant has noted a concern for safety and security. Staff finds the removable gates an appropriate solution
for the security concern.

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends approval as submitted based on finding a through c. 

CASE MANAGER: 

Lauren Sage 
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