
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 
April 05, 2017 

HDRC CASE NO: 2017-141 
ADDRESS: 111 W TRAVIS ST 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 103 BLK LOT 17 
ZONING: D,HS 
CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 1 
LANDMARK: Robert E Lee Hotel 
APPLICANT: Cathleen Hart/CHAI Architects 
OWNER: RELEE Partners, LP 
TYPE OF WORK: First floor storefront replacement 
REQUEST: 

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to replace the existing, first floor wood storefront 
systems with new, aluminum clad wood storefront systems to include transom windows.    

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 

Historic Design Guidelines, Chapter 2, Guidelines for Exterior Modifications 

6. Architectural Features: Doors, Windows, and Screens

A. MAINTENANCE (PRESERVATION) 
i. Openings—Preserve existing window and door openings. Avoid enlarging or diminishing to fit stock sizes or air
conditioning units. Avoid filling in historic door or window openings. Avoid creating new primary entrances or window 
openings on the primary façade or where visible from the public right-of-way. 
ii. Doors—Preserve historic doors including hardware, fanlights, sidelights, pilasters, and entablatures.
iii. Windows—Preserve historic windows. When glass is broken, the color and clarity of replacement glass should match
the original historic glass. 

B. ALTERATIONS (REHABILITATION, RESTORATION, AND RECONSTRUCTION) 

i. Doors—Replace doors, hardware, fanlight, sidelights, pilasters, and entablatures in-kind when possible and when
deteriorated beyond repair. When in-kind replacement is not feasible, ensure features match the size, material, and profile 
of the historic element. 
ii. New entrances—Ensure that new entrances, when necessary to comply with other regulations, are compatible in size,
scale, shape, proportion, material, and massing with historic entrances. 
iii. Glazed area—Avoid installing interior floors or suspended ceilings that block the glazed area of historic windows.
iv. Window design—Install new windows to match the historic or existing windows in terms of size, type, configuration,
material, form, appearance, and detail when original windows are deteriorated beyond repair. 
v. Muntins—Use the exterior muntin pattern, profile, and size appropriate for the historic building when replacement
windows are necessary. Do not use internal muntins sandwiched between layers of glass. 
vi. Replacement glass—Use clear glass when replacement glass is necessary. Do not use tinted glass, reflective glass,
opaque glass, and other non-traditional glass types unless it was used historically. When established by the architectural 
style of the building, patterned, leaded, or colored glass can be used. 
vii. Non-historic windows—Replace non-historic incompatible windows with windows that are typical of the architectural
style of the building. 

10. Commercial Facades

A. MAINTENANCE (PRESERVATION) 
i. Character-defining features—Preserve character-defining features such as cornice molding, upper-story windows,
transoms, display windows, kickplates, entryways, tiled paving at entryways, parapet walls, bulkheads, and other features 
that contribute to the character of the building. 



ii. Windows and doors—Use clear glass in display windows. See Guidelines for Architectural Features: Doors, Windows, 
and Screens for additional guidance. 
iii. Missing features—Replace missing features in-kind based on evidence such as photographs, or match the style of the 
building and the period in which it was designed. 
iv. Materials—Use in-kind materials or materials appropriate to the time period of the original commercial facade when 
making repairs. 
B. ALTERATIONS (REHABILITATION, RESTORATION, AND RECONSTRUCTION) 
i. New features—Do not introduce new facade elements that alter or destroy the historic building character, such as adding 
inappropriate materials; altering the size or shape of windows, doors, bulkheads, and transom openings; or altering the 
façade from commercial to residential. Alterations should not disrupt the rhythm of the commercial block. 
ii. Historical commercial facades—Return non-historic facades to the original design based on photographic evidence. 
Keep in mind that some non-original facades may have gained historic importance and should be retained. When evidence 
is not available, ensure the scale, design, materials, color, and texture is compatible with the historic building. Consider 
the features of the design holistically so as to not include elements from multiple buildings and styles. 

FINDINGS: 

a. The structure at 111 W Travis Street, commonly known as the Robert E Lee Hotel, was constructed in 1922. The 
structure features street level facades at N Flores, W Travis and N Main that feature materials that include stone 
and wood storefront systems. Currently, many of the original wood storefront frames are in disrepair, have been 
replaced, are missing or have been improperly repaired. The applicant has proposed to replace the existing wood 
storefront system at street level with a new, aluminum clad storefront system.  

b. The Guidelines for Exterior Maintenance and Alterations 6.B.iv. notes that when historic windows are beyond 
repair new windows that match the historic or existing windows in terms of size, type, configuration, material, 
form, appearance and detail. The applicant has proposed to install new wood windows and wood transom 
windows that match the profile of the existing. Given the disrepair of the existing storefront windows, staff finds 
their replacement appropriate. The applicant’s construction documents note the repair of all entrance doors and 
windows at entrances. The Guidelines for Exterior Maintenance and Alterations 10.A.ii. notes that clear glass 
should be used in display windows. The applicant is responsible for complying with this section of the Guidelines.  

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends approval based on findings a and b with the stipulation that clear glass be installed in the proposed new 
storefront windows.  

CASE MANAGER: 
Edward Hall  
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NEW CEILING GRID & TILE

NEW PENDANT LIGHT

FIXTURE

6'-
6"

2X2 LIGHT FIXTURE
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NEW GYP.BD. PARTIAL WALL

FOR MOUNTING TV SCREEN
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CHUTE

EXISTING CONC. LAUNDRY

CHUTE
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CENTER

CARD READER
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LETTERS, W/ BRAILLE

8" PAINTED WD. BASE

NEW GYP. BD. WALL,

PAINT P-1
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MENS'

RESTROOM

4'-
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4'-
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4'-
0"

113

RETAIL
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WOMENS'

RESTROOM

9'-
8"

MECHANICAL SPACE

(TYP. OVER ROOMS

107, 108, 109)

MECHANICAL SPACE MECHANICAL SPACE MECHANICAL SPACE

MECHANICAL SPACE

PORCELAIN FLOOR TILES,
12" X 12"

PORCELAIN COVE BASE ,
6" X 12" ON ALL WALLS

PHENOLIC TOILET
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SUPPORT
SQUARE FLOOR DRAIN

ELKAY EZH2O

BOTTLE FILLING

BI-LEVEL WATER

COOLER

ELKAY EZH2O

BOTTLE FILLING

BI-LEVEL WATER

COOLER

SIGN, RAISED

LETTERS, W/ BRAILLE

SIGN, RAISED

LETTERS, W/ BRAILLE

EXISTING COLUMN,

PAINT P-1

8" PAINTED WD. BASE8" PAINTED WD. BASE

NEW DOOR AND

TRANSOM, PAINT P-2

NEW DOOR AND

TRANSOM, PAINT P-2

SIGN, RAISED

LETTERS, W/ BRAILLE

8" PAINTED WD. BASE

EXISTING

COLUMN(S), PAINT

P-1

NEW DOOR AND

TRANSOM, PAINT P-2

TOUCHLESS PAPER
TOWEL DISPENSER

TOILET PAPER DISPENSER

2'-
9 1

/2"
3'-

4 1
/4"

8" DIA. HOLE FOR WASTE
PAPER

108

RESTROOMS

REMOVE GLAZING, INSTALL

NEW METAL LOUVERS

MECHANICAL

SPACE

NEW AWNING

WINDOWS W/ LINED

GLASS

MECHANICAL

SPACE

MECHANICAL

SPACE

5'-
4"

FIXED PANEL

2'-8 39/256"
NEW  LOUVERED VENT

NEW LOUVERED VENT, 36" X 16"
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SCALE:1N MENS' RESTROOM 109
1/4" = 1'-0"        SCALE:1E MENS' RESTROOM 109

1/4" = 1'-0"        SCALE:1S MENS' RESTROOM 109
1/4" = 1'-0"        SCALE:1W MENS' RESTROOM 109

1/4" = 1'-0"        SCALE:2 MENS' RESTROOM 109
1/4" = 1'-0"        

SCALE:3 RETAIL LEASE SPACE 113
1/4" = 1'-0"        

SCALE:5W HOTEL LOBBY 101
1/4" = 1'-0"        

SCALE:5S HOTEL LOBBY 101
1/4" = 1'-0"        

SCALE:4N MEN'S RESTROOM 115
1/4" = 1'-0"        

SCALE:5N HOTEL LOBBY 101
1/4" = 1'-0"        

SCALE:4S MEN'S RESTROOM 115
1/4" = 1'-0"        SCALE:4W MEN'S RESTROOM 115

1/4" = 1'-0"        

SCALE:6N WOMEN'S RESTROOM 116
1/4" = 1'-0"        SCALE:6E WOMEN'S RESTROOM 116

1/4" = 1'-0"        SCALE:6S WOMEN'S RESTROOM 116
1/4" = 1'-0"        SCALE:6W WOMEN'S RESTROOM 116

1/4" = 1'-0"        
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CONTINUOUS COVE
LIGHTING FIXTURE

NEW GYP BD. CEILING

12'-11 3/8"

4'-4 1/4"

3'-0"MIRROR

PAINT, P-1

0" 2'-9 5/8" 5'-1 1/2"8"

PORCELAIN TILE ON WET
WALLS, 6"X 24" AND 12" X
24", RUNNING BOND
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CONTINUOUS COVE
LIGHTING FIXTURE

TOILET PAPER DISPENSER

NEW GYP BD. CEILING

1'-
5"

1'-5"

2'-
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3'-
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/2"

4"
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PORCELAIN FLOOR TILES,
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SUPPORT
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24", RUNNING BOND
PATTERN, AS SHOWN
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CONTINUOUS COVE
LIGHTING FIXTURE
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WRAP PIPES
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TOWEL DISPENSER
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"
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. WALL MOUNTED
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FAUCETS, SOAP

PUMP, PIPE WRAP
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PORCELAIN TILE ON
WET WALLS, 6"X 24"
AND 12" X 24", RUNNING
BOND PATTERN, AS
SHOWN

NEW DOOR AND

TRANSOM, PAINT P-2,

KICK PLATE

PORCELAIN COVE BASE ,
6" X 12"

PAINTED GYP BD

WALLS
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SIGN, RAISED

LETTERS, W/ BRAILLE

MOUNTED ON GLASS

W/ FOAM TAPE, BACK

PLATE ON OPP. SIDE

8" PAINTED WD. BASE

NEW DOOR,

SIDELITES AND

TRANSOMS, PAINT

P-2, KICK PLATE

EXISTING DOOR,

SIDELITES AND

TRANSOMS, PAINT

P-2, KICK PLATE

EXISTING WALL FAN(S)

NEW WALL SCONCE(S)

DEMO DOOR,

PATCH WALL

PATCH 8"

PAINTED WD.

BASE

EXISTING STAIRS,

REMOVE SANDPAPER

TREADS, CLEAN TILE &

GROUT, INSTALL NEW

RUBBER NOSINGS

PAINT EXISTING

WALLS & CEILINGS
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STAFF

ONLY
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DOOR, PAINT P-2

EXISTING DOORS

AND WINDOWS TO
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SCALE:1N GALLERY 110
1/4" = 1'-0"        

SCALE:2N LAUNDRY 112
1/4" = 1'-0"        

SCALE:1E GALLERY 110
1/4" = 1'-0"        

SCALE:3W ELEVATOR CAB
1/4" = 1'-0"        

SCALE:1S GALLERY 110
1/4" = 1'-0"        SCALE:2E LAUNDRY 112 SECTIONAL ELEVATION

1/4" = 1'-0"        

SCALE:2S LAUNDRY 112
1/4" = 1'-0"        SCALE:2W LAUNDRY 112

1/4" = 1'-0"        

SCALE:3N ELEVATOR CAB
1/4" = 1'-0"        SCALE:3E ELEVATOR CAB

1/4" = 1'-0"        

112

LAUNDRY

ROOM

5 1/2" EQUAL 3 1/2" EQUAL 3 1/2" EQUAL 5 1/2"

1-1/2" X 5/8" HARDWOOD
TRIM

STAINLESS STEEL CAB
SURROUND

BRUSHED STAINLESS STEEL
HANDRAIL

MAHOGANY VENEER
PANELS, 1-1/2" THK.

8 9 1

765

2 3 4

BL

0

4'-
0"

5 1/2" EQUAL 3 1/2" EQUAL 5 1/2"

1-1/2" X 5/8" HARDWOOD
TRIM

STAINLESS STEEL CAB
SURROUND

MAHOGANY VENEER
PANELS, 1-1/2" THK.

2'-
7 1

/2"

2'-
4 1

/2"
6"

NOTE: FIELD VERIFY ALL
DIMENSIONS

SIGN, RAISED

LETTERS, W/ BRAILLE

MOUNTED ON GLASS

W/ FOAM TAPE, BACK

PLATE ON OPP. SIDE

8" PAINTED WD. BASE

NEW I HOUR RATED

WOOD DOOR AND

WIRED GLASS

TRANSOM &

SIDELITES, PAINT P-2,

KICK PLATE

FIXED PLASTIC

LAMINATE PANELS

PLASTIC LAMINATE

COUNTER TOP

8" PAINTED WD. BASE

MANUFACTURER'S PAINTED

STEEL BASE

8" PAINTED WD. BASE

SPEED QUEEN COIN

OPERATED WASHING

MACHINES, 30 LB.

CAPACITY

16" X 32" METAL 1 HR

RATED ACCESS DOOR

PLASTIC LAMINATE

COUNTER TOP

(4) SPEED QUEEN

COIN OPERATED

STACKED DRYERS ,

30 LB. CAPACITY

PAINTED GYP. BD.

EXISTING WALL

NEW PAINTED GYP.

BD. SOFFIT

3'-
11

 1/
2"

PAINTED GYP. BD.

EXISTING WALL

14
'-6

"

2'-
8"

1'-11 1/8"

18" X 36" METAL 1-HR

RATED ACCESS DOOR

3'-
11

 1/
2"

(3) SPEED QUEEN

COIN OPERATED

STACKED DRYERS ,

30 LB. CAPACITY

(1) SPEED QUEEN

COIN OPERATED

STACKED WASHER /

DRYER, 30 LB.

CAPACITY

FIXED PLASTIC

LAMINATE PANELS

ALIGNED WITH

FRONT OF WASHERS

PLASTIC LAMINATE

COUNTER TOP

MANUFACTURER'S PAINTED

STEEL BASE

EXISTING 8"WD. BASE,

PAINT

SPEED QUEEN COIN

OPERATED WASHING

MACHINES, 30 LB.

CAPACITY

SIGNAGE BACK

PLATE, MOUNTED ON

GLASS W/ DOUBLE

STICK FOAM TAPE

8" PAINTED WD. BASE

NEW DOOR AND

TRANSOM, PAINT P-2,

KICK PLATE

16" X 32" METAL ACCESS

DOOR

18" X 36" METAL ACCESS

DOOR

DEMO DRINKING

FOUNTAIN, PATCH

WALL

EXISTING STEEL

DOOR & FRAME,

PAINT

EXISTING ANTIQUE

MAILBOXES TO

REMAIN

NEW BRASS

KICKPLATES,

BOTH SIDES

14'-4" 8"

NEW 8" WIDE PAINTED

GYP. BD. WING WALL,

2'-5" DEEP

(5) DOUBLE UP BIKE RACKS

MODEL 543-4001

SALES@THEPARKCATALOG.COM

2'-7" 2'-7" 2'-7" 2'-7" 2'-0"2'-0"
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MANAGEMENT

CONFERENCE

SIGN, RAISED

LETTERS, W/ BRAILLE

MOUNTED ON GLASS

W/ FOAM TAPE, BACK

PLATE ON OPP. SIDE

8" PAINTED WD. BASE

NEW DOOR,

SIDELITES AND

TRANSOMS, PAINT

P-2, KICK PLATE

PAINT EXISTING

WALLS & CEILINGS

NEW WING WALL AT

BACK RACKS,

BEYOND

4 1/4" 2'-11 7/8" 1" 2'-11 7/8" 1" 2'-11 7/8" 4 1/4"

SCALE:4E LOBBY AT NEW DOORWAY TO MGMT 117
1/4" = 1'-0"        

6'-
6"

KNEE

SPACE

3'-0 1/2"

3'-
0"

1

3
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Picture #93
Transom, Stationary



Picture #94 
Storefront, 
Insulating Glass




