HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION
June 07, 2017

HDRC CASE NO: 2017-275

ADDRESS: VARIOUS DOWNTOWN LOCATIONS
Alamo Plaza Historic District
Hemisfair Historic District
La Villita Historic District
Main & Military Plaza Historic District
Auditorium Circle Historic District
Ursuline Academy Historic District

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: PUBLIC ROW, PUBLIC WATERWAY ROW
ZONING: D, H, RIO-3

CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 1

APPLICANT: Beth Well/BWC Design

OWNER: City of San Antonio

TYPE OF WORK: Installation of wayfinding signage throughout downtown
REQUEST:

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to:
APPLICABLE CITATIONS:

Historic Design Guidelines, Chapter 6, Guidelines for Signage
1. General

A. GENERAL

i. Number and size—Each building will be allowed one major and two minor signs. Total requested signage should not
exceed 50 square feet.

ii. New signs—Select the type of sign to be used based on evidence of historic signs or sign attachment parts along the
building storefront where possible. Design signs to respect and respond to the character and/or period of the area in which
they are being placed. Signs should identify the tenant without creating visual clutter or distracting from building features
and historic districts.

iii. Scale—Design signage to be in proportion to the facade, respecting the building’s size, scale and mass, height, and
rhythms and sizes of window and door openings. Scale signage (in terms of its height and width) to be subordinate to the
overall building composition.

C. PLACEMENT AND INSTALLATION
iv. Pedestrian orientation—Orient signs toward the sidewalk to maintain the pedestrian oriented nature of the historic
districts.

D. DESIGN

i. Inappropriate materials—Do not use plastic, fiberglass, highly reflective materials that will be difficult to read, or other
synthetic materials not historically used in the district.

ii. Appropriate materials—Construct signs of durable materials used for signs during the period of the building's
construction, such as wood, wrought iron, steel, aluminum, and metal grill work.

iii. Color—Limit the number of colors used on a sign to three. Select a dark background with light lettering to make signs
more legible.

iv. Typefaces—Select letter styles and sizes that complement the overall character of the building fagade. Avoid hard to
read or overly intricate styles.

E. LIGHTING

i. Lighting sources—Use only indirect or bare-bulb sources that do not produce glare to illuminate signs. All illumination
shall be steady and stationary. Internal illumination should not be used.

ii. Neon lighting—Incorporate neon lighting as an integral architectural element or artwork appropriate to the site, if used.



4. Freestanding Signs

A. GENERAL

i. Appropriate usage—Freestanding signs are most appropriate in locations where building forms are set back from the
street, such as in areas where historic residences have been adapted for office or retail uses, or in commercial districts
where they may be used to identify parking areas or other accessory uses.

ii. Placement—Place freestanding signs near the public right-of-way where they are clearly visible to passing pedestrians
and motorists, a minimum of five feet from the street right-of-way and ten feet from all interior side lot lines. No
freestanding sign should be placed in a manner that obstructs the pedestrian walkway.

B. DESIGN

i. Height—Limit the height of freestanding signs to no more than six feet.

ii. Area—The size of new signs should be appropriate within the historic context, and should not exceed 25 square feet on
either side, for a total of 50 square feet. Appropriate size shall be determined by considering historic precedent, sign
patterns within historic districts, and conditions specific to individual properties.

iii. Structural supports—Use subtle structural elements (in terms of their scale and mass) with historically compatible
materials to support a freestanding sign.

FINDINGS:

a. The applicant has proposed to install new downtown pedestrian wayfinding signage to include a quatrefoil and
color combination selection. Along with the installation of new signage, the existing signage will be removed.
There are 220 total mounting locations, all of which are existing.

b. The applicant has proposed signage for each sign to feature aluminum fabrication, feature surfaces that are
powder coated and applied vinyl text with graffiti resistant coating. The proposed signs will not feature
illumination; however, they will feature a reflective band around the edge to assist in visibility.

c. [Each sign will feature an overall length of 3’ — 2” and an overall height of 2’ — 6”. Staff finds the proposed
signage size to be appropriate and consistent with the Guidelines for Signage.

RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends approval as submitted based on findings a through c.

CASE MANAGER:
Edward Hall
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DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT:

Project Background & Description

The Downtown Pedestrian Wayfinding System project was completed in 2007, which
developed a set of goals and objectives the pedestrian wayfinding system would achieve
to promote downtown economic development and enhanced visitor experience. Since the
initial project was completed numerous changes have occurred downtown that
necessitates an upgrade to the system. The design intent is to upgrade the existing
pedestrian wayfinding signage in support of all other downtown vehicular and pedestrian
signage. The Pedestrian Wayfinding Signage portion is to be completed by the end of
September 2017.

The signage design concept for the Downtown Pedestrian Wayfinding Signage System
includes a quatrefoil and color combination selection that was a collaborative effort
among the City design team, the City Manager’s Office, Center City Development
Office, Transportation and Capital Improvements, Centro San Antonio, and others within
the City that oversee such selections and approval.

This Project provides for the demolition of the existing pedestrian wayfinding signs;
manufacture, supply and installation of 220 overhead directional signs at various
locations in the downtown core. Overhead directional signs will be mounted (as they are
now) on existing traffic signal or lighting poles.

The signs will be fabricated from aluminum and sign blades will be powder-coated for
long life. The downtown graphic and text will be applied vinyl with a graffiti resistant
coating for better durability. Signs will not be illuminated, but will have a reflective band
around the edge to assist in visibility.
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CONCAVE EXTRUDED ALUM. SIGN BLADES
PAINTED ALUM. - .090" THK

EXTRUDED BLADES MOUNT TO

FRAME - NO VISIBLE ATTACHMENTS
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Signs will be manufactured with 120 Volts A/C.

All Primary electrical service to the sign,and final
connection thereof, is the responsibility of the buyer.
All work is to be done in accordance with the purchase
agreement attached hereto. In case of variance
between the specifications of the purchase agreement
and this drawing, the drawing shall prevail.
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This sign is intended to be installed in
accordance with the requirements of
Article 600 of the National Electrical

Code and/or other applicable local
codes. This includes proper
grounding and bonding of the sign.
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