
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 

September 06, 2017 

 

HDRC CASE NO: 2017-418 

ADDRESS: 525 N COLORADO ST 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 2230 BLK 3 LOT N 54.3 FT OF 1 

ZONING: I-1,HL 

CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 5 

LANDMARK: Null 

APPLICANT: Paul Gomez 

OWNER: Paul Gomez 

TYPE OF WORK: Tax Certification 

REQUEST: 

The applicant is requesting Historic Tax Certification for the property at 525 N Colorado.  

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 

 

UDC Section 35-618 Tax Exemption Qualifications: 

(e) Verification of Completion. Upon completion of the restoration and rehabilitation, together with a fee as specified in 

Appendix "C" of this chapter, the owner, who may not be the same as at the time of application, shall submit a sworn 

statement of completion acknowledging that the historically significant site in need of tax relief to encourage preservation 

has been substantially rehabilitated or restored as certified by the historic and design review commission. The historic and 

design review commission, upon receipt of the sworn statement of completion, but no later than thirty (30) days thereafter, 

shall make an investigation of the property and shall recommend either approval or disapproval of the fact that the 

property has been substantially completed as required for certification. If the historic and design review commission 

recommends that it has not been substantially completed as so required, then the certified applicant may be required by 

the historic preservation officer to complete the restoration or rehabilitation in order to secure the tax exemption provided 

herein. If the verification of completion is favorable, the historic and design review commission shall recommend 

approval and the historic preservation office may notify the tax assessor-collector in writing of compliance. Thereafter, 

the tax assessor-collector shall provide the property with the historic tax exemption. 

FINDINGS: 

 

a. The primary structure located at 525 N Colorado St is a 1-story commercial structure with wood siding, a gabled 

roof, and a parapet wall. The property is a local landmark and was designated on August 16, 2015.  

b. The scope of work largely consists of restoration work that is eligible for administrative approval, including 

siding repair, painting, roof repair, and foundation repair. The applicant also received HDRC approval to install 

new doors, replace the glass in existing window frames, and paint the standing seam metal roof white. 

c. Staff conducted a site visit on August 29, 2017, to examine the exterior conditions of the property. Staff finds that 

the property is in need of reinvestment and commends the applicant for undertaking its rehabilitation. 

d. The applicant has met all the requirements for Historic Tax Certification outlined in UDC Section 35-618 and has 

provided evidence to that effect to the Historic Preservation Officer. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 
Staff recommends approval based on findings a through d. 

CASE MANAGER: 

Stephanie Phillips 
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Statement of Significance for 523 N. Colorado 

San Antonio, Texas 

 

 

The commercial structure at 523 N. Colorado occupies the Southwest corner of N. Colorado and Morales 

Streets. Corner stores, called tiendas or tienditas, were common throughout San Antonio until after World 

War II before the interstate system and large chain grocery stores changed the way people obtained their 

groceries.  

 

The structure was constructed by 1935 at the latest. A one-story store building first appears on the 1935 

Sanborn map with an address of 525Morales.  At that time, a residence was attached to the store with an 

address of 523 Morales. The property appears in the City Directory by 1915, but any indication of a 

commercial use at this address doesn’t appear in the directories until 1940 at the latest when Mrs. 

Concepcion Martinez was listed as living at that address as a grocer. The 1951 City Directory indicates 

that The Little Grocery Store operated out of this address. The attached house originally listed at 523 

Morales is now gone.  

 

This property exemplifies the typical early 20
th
 century, small-scale commercial structures seen on the 

Westside of San Antonio. The store has a false front parapet, a common feature on shop buildings, and 

the Sanborn maps indicated a porch on the front, most likely an awning that extended out from the front 

of the shop.  This is a rapidly disappearing resource type throughout San Antonio’s inner city 

neighborhoods. 

 

The property at 523 N. Colorado meets the following criteria for local landmark designation: 

 

  

Its historical, architectural or cultural character as a particularly fine or unique example of 

a utilitarian structure, including, but not limited to, bridges, acequias, gas stations, 

transportation shelters, or other commercial structures [35-607(b)6]; 

It is distinctive in character, interest or value; strongly exemplifies the cultural, economic, 

social, ethnic or historical heritage of San Antonio, Texas or the United States [35-

607(b)11]; 

It is an important example of a particular architectural type or specimen [35-607(b)12]; 

It represents a resource, whether natural or man-made, which greatly contributes to the 

character or image of a defined neighborhood or community area [35-607(b)15]; 
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