
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 
November 15, 2017 

 
HDRC CASE NO: 2017-576 
ADDRESS: 222 W GUENTHER ST 

210 NATHAN 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 2973 BLK 5 LOT 1 
ZONING: RM-4,HS 
CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 1 
DISTRICT: Nathan Historic District 
LANDMARK: House 
APPLICANT: Robert Murray 
OWNER: Robert Murray 
TYPE OF WORK: 
 
 
APPLICATION RECEIVED: 
60-DAY REVIEW: 

Rehabilitation, rear addition, demolition of an accessory structure, construction of 
an accessory structure, window replacement, exterior modifications and Historic 
Tax Certification 
October 27, 2017 
December 26, 2017 

REQUEST: 

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to perform exterior modifications to the 
structures at 222 W Guenther and 210 Nathan, both of which are located on one parcel.  
 
Request items for 222 W Guenther: 

1. Perform rehabilitative scopes of work including the installation of a new shingle roof, perform foundation repair, 
repair damaged wood siding, paint the exterior.  

2. Replace the existing wood and vinyl windows with new vinyl windows.  
 
Request items for 210 Nathan: 

3. Perform rehabilitative scopes of work including the installation of a new shingle roof, perform foundation repair, 
repair damaged wood siding, paint the exterior.  

4. Replace the existing wood and vinyl windows with new vinyl windows.  
5. Construct a rear addition and a carport canopy to extend to the front of the historic structure.  

 
General request items: 

6. Demolish the accessory structure to the rear of 222 W Guenther. 
7. Construct a new accessory structure on the property between the two historic structure to front Nathan Street. 
8. Replace the existing, chain link fence with a cattle panel fence.  

 

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 

 
FINDINGS: 

a. REHABILITATION – The applicant has proposed rehabilitative scopes of work for both structures which include 
the installation of a new shingle roof, perform foundation repair, repair damaged wood siding, paint the exterior. 
Staff finds the proposed rehabilitative scopes of work to be appropriate and consistent with the Guidelines for 
Exterior Maintenance and Alterations.  

b. WINDOW REPLACEMENT – The historic structure at 222 W Guenther currently features approximately half of 
its original wood windows. Vinyl replacement windows exist throughout the remaining windows openings in the 
structure. The applicant has requested to remove the original wood windows and install vinyl windows. The 
Guidelines for Exterior Maintenance and Alterations 6.A.iii. notes that wood windows should be preserved. Staff 
finds that existing wood windows should be repaired. The replacement of the existing vinyl windows may be 
appropriate if a replacement window that is consistent with the Guidelines is installed.  

c. WINDOW REPLACEMENT – The historic structure located at 210 Nathan feature windows that include the 
historic wood windows and replacement vinyl windows. The applicant has proposed to replace all existing 



windows with new vinyl windows. The Guidelines for Exterior Maintenance and Alterations 6.A.iii. notes that 
wood windows should be preserved. Staff finds that existing wood windows should be repaired. The replacement 
of the existing vinyl windows may be appropriate if a replacement window that is consistent with the Guidelines 
is installed. 

d. ACCESSORY STRUCTURE DEMOLITION – The applicant has proposed to demolish the accessory structure to 
the rear of the historic structure at 222 W Guenther. The structure features a standing seam metal roof and wood 
board and batten siding. An accessory structure is found on the 1951 Sanborn Map at this location; however, the 
structure features a narrower footprint than that which currently exists. Per the Guidelines for Exterior 
Maintenance and Alterations 9.A.i. historic accessory structure should be preserved where they remain and should 
be repaired with like materials. Staff does not find the demolition of this structure appropriate.  

e. ADDITION – The applicant has proposed to construct a side addition to the historic structure at 210 Nathan to 
feature an extension of an existing rear and side addition. The applicant has proposed an overall addition of 
approximately 120 square feet. The Guidelines for Additions 1.A. states that additions should be sited to minimize 
visual impact from the public right of way, should be designed to be in keeping with the historic context of the 
block, should utilize a similar roof form and should feature a transition between the old and the new. Staff finds 
that the proposed addition is generally sited in a location that does not detract from the historic forms of the 
shotgun house.  

f. SCALE, MASS & FORM – Regarding scale, mass and form, the applicant has proposed an addition that 
generally features a footprint and height that are appropriate and consistent with the Guidelines.  

g. MATERIALS – The applicant has proposed materials that include a standing seam metal porch roof, horizontal 
siding and vinyl windows. Staff finds that roofing materials that match those of the primary historic structure 
should be installed and that siding for the proposed addition should match that of the primary historic structure. 
Staff finds that windows should be wood to match the profile of the historic wood windows found in the structure. 

h. CARPORT ADDITION – The applicant has proposed to construct a carport addition to the historic structure at 
210 Nathan that is to extend to the front of the historic structure. Staff does not find this to be appropriate nor is it 
consistent with the Guidelines for Additions 1.A.i. 

i. ACCESSORY STRUCTURE – The applicant has proposed to construct an accessory structure on an existing 
concrete slab between the structures at 222 W Guenther and 210 Nathan. The structure is to feature covered 
parking and a storage room. The Guidelines for New Construction 5.B. notes that the predominant location of 
historic accessory structures should be matched when constructing new accessory structure. While the general 
size and massing of the proposed accessory structure are appropriate, staff does not find the location appropriate. 
Staff recommends the applicant rehabilitate the historic structure accessory structure on the property. 

j. FENCING – The applicant has proposed to replace the existing, chain link fence with a new cattle panel fence. 
Staff finds this proposal to be appropriate. The proposed fence should not exceed four (4) feet in height. Staff 
does not find the installation of a privacy fence at this location to be appropriate. The top and bottom rails of the 
fence as well as posts should be wood.  

k. HISTORIC TAX CERTIFICATION – At this time the applicant has not provided an itemized lists of costs 
required for Historic Tax Certification. Staff finds that the applicant should provide this information prior to 
receiving Certification.  

RECOMMENDATION: 

1 and 3 – Staff recommends approval of items #1 and #3, the rehabilitation of both structures with the stipulation that all 
materials are repaired to match the existing.  
 
2 and 4 – Staff does not recommend approval of items #2 and #4 based on findings b and c. Staff recommends the historic 
wood windows be repaired. The replacement of the existing vinyl windows may be appropriate if a replacement window 
that is consistent with the Guidelines is installed. 
 
5 – Staff recommends approval of item #5, the construction of a rear addition with the following stipulations: 

i. That the proposed carport is eliminated from the request.  
ii. That wood or aluminum clad wood windows should be installed that feature meeting rails that are no taller than 

1.25” and stiles no wider than 2.25”. White manufacturer’s color is not allowed, and color selection must be 
presented to staff. There should be a minimum of two inches in depth between the front face of the window trim 
and the front face of the top window sash. This must be accomplished by recessing the window sufficiently within 
the opening or with the installation of additional window trim to add thickness. Window trim must feature 
traditional dimensions and an architecturally appropriate sill detail. Window track components must be painted to 



match the window trim or concealed by a wood window screen set within the opening. 
iii. That the addition feature roofing, siding and skirting materials to match that of the historic structure.  

 
 
6 – Staff does not recommend approval of item #6, the demolition of a rear accessory structure based on finding d. Staff 
recommends the applicant repair the structure in place.  
 
7 – Staff does not recommend approval of item #7, the construction of  new accessory structure based on finding i. 
8 – Staff recommend approval of item #8, the replacement of the existing, chain link fence with the stipulation that the 
height of the proposed fence does not exceed four feet and that all posts, top and bottom rails be wood.  
 
 

CASE MANAGER: 
Edward Hall 
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