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“Two things form the bedrock of any open 
society – freedom of expression and rule of 
law.  If you don’t have those things, you don’t 
have a free country.” 
 

-- Salman Rushdie 
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Date Event 

February 2, 2017 CCR submitted by Councilman 
Treviño 

August 2, 2017 Governance Committee Meeting 

September 21, 2017 1st meeting with Coalition 

October 6, 2017 2nd meeting with Coalition 
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Date Event 

November 3, 2017 3rd meeting with Coalition 

December 5, 2017 4th meeting with Coalition & 
community at Esperanza Center 

December 11, 2017 
SAPD meeting with Coalition; 
CAO meeting with community 
members 
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Date Event 

December 12, 2017 Conference call with Coalition 

December 13, 2017 B Session 

January 4, 2018 Conference call with Coalition 

January 29, 2018 Conference call with Coalition 
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Date Event 

February 9, 2018 
SAPD meeting with International 
Women’s Day March Planning 
Group and Coalition 

February 20, 2018 
Airport Advisory Commission 
Meeting – attended by Coalition 
and CAO 

February 22, 2018 Conference call with Coalition 

March 1, 2018 A Session 
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 City Council concurred with most staff 
recommendations. 

 Direction from City Council: 
1. Consider additional changes that address potential 

barriers – revisit Airport, Convention Center, 
Alamodome. 

2. Minimize SAPD interaction: 
 Use a department other than SAPD as an applicant’s first 

point of contact. 
 Use a liaison to interface between event organizers and SAPD 

for the route-planning portion of the procession application 
process.  
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 Met with community several times 

 Addressed questions from councilmembers in 
coordination with City departments 

 Modified proposed ordinance to incorporate 
most recommendations 
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Public Safety 

First 
Amendment 

Rights 

Shared Use 
of Public 
Spaces 
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Coalition Request Staff Recommendation 

Include explicit protection 
for spontaneous 

assembly 
Recommended  
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Coalition Request Staff Recommendation 

Remove the $75 permit 
fee; no cost to event 
organizers for traffic 

safety and barricades (for 
First Amendment 

processions) 

Recommended  
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Coalition Request Staff Recommendation 

No procession during 
morning or evening rush 

hour on weekdays; no 
procession or assembly 

on state or federal 
highways 

Recommended  
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Coalition Request Staff Recommendation 

Allow procession 
marshals to control and 
direct traffic 

Not recommended; voluntary 
use of inward-facing 
procession marshals 
recommended 
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Coalition Request Staff Recommendation 

Remove SAPD from 
route/traffic safety 
process; less interaction 
with SAPD 

• CCDO as central point of 
contact 

• Permitting official within 
CCDO will serve as liaison 

• Contact with SAPD directly 
still available 
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Coalition Request Staff Recommendation 

Take out requirement for 
forward movement & 
allow for distribution of 
literature 

Recommendation to 
permit reasonable pauses 
and allow distribution of 
literature 
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Airports 

First Amendment activity 
and access to desired 

audience 

Safe and efficient 
operations 

Operational needs 

Convention Center 
and Alamodome 

First Amendment activity 
and access to desired 

audience 

Revenue generation 

Operational needs  
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Coalition Request Staff Recommendation 

Explicitly identify the 
airport as a limited 

public forum 
Not recommended 
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Coalition Request Staff Recommendation 

Identify spaces in 
airport where 
demonstration/protest/ 
speech activity is not 
allowed 

Not recommended – 
Recommendation to 
identify spaces where 
demonstration/protest/ 
non-commercial speech 
activity is allowed 
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Coalition Request Staff Recommendation 

Identify spaces in 
airport where 
demonstration/protest/ 
speech activity is not 
allowed 
 

Allow applicants to 
apply for permit to use 
a non-pre-designated 
space within airport at 
Director’s discretion. 
 
Director will consider 
safe and efficient 
operations. 
 
Director will not 
consider content.  



Terminal A Baggage 
Claim 
• Freedom of 

Information Booth  

Small-Sized Group: Existing Locations 

Terminal B Baggage 
Claim 
• Freedom of 

Information Booth  
• Up to 5 protestors at 

each location 
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Medium-Sized Group: Terminal B Location 

Security 
Checkpoint  

Suitcase 

• Up to 30 protestors 
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Terminal B 

Large-Sized Group: Exterior Location 

• Arrivals level—past terminal, 
under upper roadway 

• On grass, off sidewalk 
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Coalition Request Staff Recommendation 

Increase sign size from 
24”x28” to 24”x36” Recommended 



 Ensure draft policy is implemented 
 

 Recommend full implementation of use of 
Public Assembly Areas (“PAAs”) 
 

 Utilize new procession and assembly website 
to process applications for Convention Center 
and Alamodome PAAs 
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 How do we make this process easier for our 
citizens? 
 

 How do we make this process clearer for our 
citizens? 
 

 How do we use feedback mechanisms to 
monitor effectiveness? 
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 Procession and Public Assembly application 
and information website (in English and 
Spanish) 
◦ Basic website structure ready 
◦ Applications will now be processed online 
◦ FAQ 
◦ Mapping feature (Google maps) 
◦ Contacts 
◦ Phase II: A more robust website with more data 

collection and more payment processing 
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 Satisfaction questionnaire for processions      
 Quarterly public meetings 
 Print materials (in English and Spanish) at 

branch libraries 
 Periodic reports to City Council 
 Develop data collection tools 
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 Adopt revised assembly and procession 
ordinance  

 Adopt revised airport ordinance 

 Staff implementation of process 
improvements  
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