
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 

March 21, 2018 

 

HDRC CASE NO: 2018-127 

ADDRESS: 403 E MYRTLE 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 1745 BLK 8 LOT E 47 FT OF S 88.62 FT OF 2 

ZONING: R-6 H 

CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 1 

DISTRICT: Tobin Hill Historic District 

APPLICANT: William Rhea 

TYPE OF WORK: Porch modifications, hardscaping 

APPLICATION RECEIVED: March 02, 2018 

60-DAY REVIEW: May 01, 2018 

REQUEST: 

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to:  

1. Install a new wooden front porch railing with modified design. 

2. Install pavers in the front yard to match existing. 

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 

 
Historic Design Guidelines, Chapter 2, Exterior Maintenance and Alterations 

 

7. Architectural Features: Porches, Balconies, and Porte-Cocheres  

A. MAINTENANCE (PRESERVATION)  

i. Existing porches, balconies, and porte-cocheres—Preserve porches, balconies, and porte-cocheres. Do not add new 

porches, balconies, or porte-cocheres where not historically present.  

ii. Balusters—Preserve existing balusters. When replacement is necessary, replace in-kind when possible or with balusters 

that match the originals in terms of materials, spacing, profile, dimension, finish, and height of the railing.  

iii. Floors—Preserve original wood or concrete porch floors. Do not cover original porch floors of wood or concrete with 

carpet, tile, or other materials unless they were used historically.  

 

B. ALTERATIONS (REHABILITATION, RESTORATION, AND RECONSTRUCTION)  

i. Front porches—Refrain from enclosing front porches. Approved screen panels should be simple in design as to not 

change the character of the structure or the historic fabric.  

ii. Side and rear porches—Refrain from enclosing side and rear porches, particularly when connected to the main porch or 

balcony. Original architectural details should not be obscured by any screening or enclosure materials. Alterations to side 

and rear porches should result in a space that functions, and is visually interpreted as, a porch.  

iii. Replacement—Replace in-kind porches, balconies, porte-cocheres, and related elements, such as ceilings, floors, and 

columns, when such features are deteriorated beyond repair. When in-kind replacement is not feasible, the design should 

be compatible in scale, massing, and detail while materials should match in color, texture, dimensions, and finish.  

iv. Adding elements—Design replacement elements, such as stairs, to be simple so as to not distract from the historic 

character of the building. Do not add new elements and details that create a false historic appearance.  

v. Reconstruction—Reconstruct porches, balconies, and porte-cocheres based on accurate evidence of the original, such as 

photographs. If no such evidence exists, the design should be based on the architectural style of the building and historic 

patterns.  

 
Historic Design Guidelines, Chapter 5, Guidelines for Site Elements  

 

1. Topography  

A. TOPOGRAPHIC FEATURES  

i. Historic topography—Avoid significantly altering the topography of a property (i.e., extensive grading). Do not alter 

character-defining features such as berms or sloped front lawns that help define the character of the public right-of-way. 

Maintain the established lawn to help prevent erosion. If turf is replaced over time, new plant materials in these areas 



should be low-growing and suitable for the prevention of erosion.  

ii. New construction—Match the historic topography of adjacent lots prevalent along the block face for new construction. 

Do not excavate raised lots to accommodate additional building height or an additional story for new construction.  

iii. New elements—Minimize changes in topography resulting from new elements, like driveways and walkways, through 

appropriate siting and design. New site elements should work with, rather than change, character-defining topography 

when possible.  

 
4. Residential Streetscapes  

A. PLANTING STRIPS  

i. Street trees—Protect and encourage healthy street trees in planting strips. Replace damaged or dead trees with trees of a 

similar species, size, and growth habit as recommended by the City Arborist.  

ii. Lawns— Maintain the use of traditional lawn in planting strips or low plantings where a consistent pattern has been 

retained along the block frontage. If mulch or gravel beds are used, low-growing plantings should be incorporated into the 

design.  

iii. Alternative materials—Do not introduce impervious hardscape, raised planting beds, or other materials into planting 

strips where they were not historically found.  

B. PARKWAYS AND PLANTED MEDIANS  

i. Historic plantings—Maintain the park-like character of historic parkways and planted medians by preserving mature 

vegetation and retaining historic design elements. Replace damaged or dead plant materials with species of a like size, 

growth habit, and ornamental characteristics.  

ii. Hardscape—Do not introduce new pavers, concrete, or other hardscape materials into parkways and planted medians 

where they were not historically found.  

C. STREET ELEMENTS  

i. Site elements—Preserve historic street lights, street markers, roundabouts, and other unique site elements found within 

the public right-of-way as street improvements and other public works projects are completed over time.  

ii. Historic paving materials—Retain historic paving materials, such as brick pavers or colored paving, within the public 

right-of-way and repair in place with like materials.  

 

5. Sidewalks, Walkways, Driveways, and Curbing  

A. SIDEWALKS AND WALKWAYS  

i. Maintenance—Repair minor cracking, settling, or jamming along sidewalks to prevent uneven surfaces. Retain and 

repair historic sidewalk and walkway paving materials—often brick or concrete—in place.  

ii. Replacement materials—Replace those portions of sidewalks or walkways that are deteriorated beyond repair. Every 

effort should be made to match existing sidewalk color and material.  

iii. Width and alignment— Follow the historic alignment, configuration, and width of sidewalks and walkways. Alter the 

historic width or alignment only where absolutely necessary to accommodate the preservation of a significant tree.  

iv. Stamped concrete—Preserve stamped street names, business insignias, or other historic elements of sidewalks and 

walkways when replacement is necessary.  

v. ADA compliance—Limit removal of historic sidewalk materials to the immediate intersection when ramps are added to 

address ADA requirements.  

B. DRIVEWAYS  

i. Driveway configuration—Retain and repair in place historic driveway configurations, such as ribbon drives. Incorporate 

a similar driveway configuration—materials, width, and design—to that historically found on the site. Historic driveways 

are typically no wider than 10 feet. Pervious paving surfaces may be considered where replacement is necessary to 

increase stormwater infiltration.  

ii. Curb cuts and ramps—Maintain the width and configuration of original curb cuts when replacing historic driveways. 

Avoid introducing new curb cuts where not historically found.  

C. CURBING  

i. Historic curbing—Retain historic curbing wherever possible. Historic curbing in San Antonio is typically constructed of 

concrete with a curved or angular profile.  

ii. Replacement curbing—Replace curbing in-kind when deteriorated beyond repair. Where in-kind replacement is not be 

feasible, use a comparable substitute that duplicates the color, texture, durability, and profile of the original. Retaining 

walls and curbing should not be added to the sidewalk design unless absolutely necessary.  

FINDINGS: 



 
a. The primary structure located at 403 E Myrtle is a 1-story single family home constructed circa 1930 in the 

Craftsman style. The home features a primary hipped roof with exposed rafter tails, four over four wood 

windows, and a gabled symmetrical front porch. The structure is contributing to the Tobin Hill Historic District. 
b. PORCH RAILING – The applicant has proposed to construct a new front porch railing. The existing railing 

design is not original to the structure. The railing will be constructed of wood and feature a geometric design 

similar to those in the Tobin Hill Historic District. According to the Historic Design Guidelines, new porch 

elements should design to be be simple so as to not distract from the historic character of the building. Staff finds 

the proposed design simple and appropriate for the style of the home and the character of the district. 
c. PAVERS – The applicant has proposed to install concrete pavers on the east side of the home to match those 

installed currently on the west side of the home. The pavers are small in size and allow for grass to grow in the 

interstitial space. The pavers will replace a portion of an existing dirt parking area from an existing concrete curb 

cut to the front façade of the home. The area beyond the front façade towards the rear of the property will remain 

unpaved. According to the Historic Design Guidelines for Site Elements, new elements should work with existing 

typography and should feature materials that are appropriate for the lot and the district. Staff finds that matching 

the existing pavers in the proposed small area appropriate for the site and consistent with the Guidelines. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 
Item 1, Staff recommends approval of the new porch railing based on findings a and b with the stipulation that the 

applicant submits final detail drawings that indicate the final dimensions of all porch railing elements. 

 

Item 2, Staff recommends approval of the paver installation based on finding c.  

CASE MANAGER: 

Stephanie Phillips 
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EXAMPLE PORCH CONSTRUCTION


