
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 
April 04, 2018 

HDRC CASE NO: 2018-137 
ADDRESS: 645 E PARK AVE 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 1754 BLK 3 LOT 16 
ZONING: R-6 H
CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 1
DISTRICT: Tobin Hill Historic District
APPLICANT: Zhen Cai
OWNER: Mehdi Beyhaghi
TYPE OF WORK: Window replacement
APPLICATION RECEIVED: March 16, 2018 
60-DAY REVIEW: May 17, 2018 
REQUEST:

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to replace 28 wood windows with new Fibrex 
composite wood fiber windows.  

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 

Historic Design Guidelines, Chapter 2, Guidelines for Exterior Maintenance and Alterations 
6. Architectural Features: Doors, Windows, and Screens
A. MAINTENANCE (PRESERVATION)
iii. Windows—Preserve historic windows. When glass is broken, the color and clarity of replacement glass should match
the original historic glass.
iv. Screens and shutters—Preserve historic window screens and shutters.

B. ALTERATIONS (REHABILITATION, RESTORATION, AND RECONSTRUCTION)
iv. Window design—Install new windows to match the historic or existing windows in terms of size, type, configuration,
material, form, appearance, and detail when original windows are deteriorated beyond repair.

FINDINGS: 

a. The primary structure located at 645 E Park Ave is a 1-story single family home constructed in 1922 in the 
Craftsman style. The home is contributing to the Tobin Hill Historic District.

b. EXISTING WINDOWS: CONDITON – The applicant provided several photographs of the existing windows 
taken from both inside and outside the home. Staff also visually assessed the exterior of the windows on March 
26, 2018. The applicant has noted that some of the windows are not operable, have broken or missing pulley 
cords, and are drafty. Based on the photographic evidence provided, staff finds that the windows are in good 
condition and are fully repairable. Additionally, a previous owner of the home rehabilitated the structure in 2015.

c. EXISTING WINDOWS: ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND NOISE – The applicant has expressed concern to staff 
regarding the need to improve the energy efficiency of the house. However, in most cases, windows only account 
for a fraction of heat gain/loss in a house. Improving the energy efficiency of historic windows should be 
considered only after other options have been explored such as improving attic and wall insulation. The original 
windows feature single-pane glass which is subject to radiant heat transfer. Products are available to reduce heat 
transfer such as window films, interior storm windows and thermal shades. In most cases, windows may also be 
retrofitted with new glass. The applicant has also expressed concern about noise due to the home’s proximity to 
the N St Mary’s corridor. Interior storm windows are available that can be custom fitted to openings and, in many 
cases, are more effective in minimizing noise than new windows. In general, staff encourages the repair of 
historic wood windows. A wood window that is maintained over time can last for decades. Replacement window 
products have a much shorter lifespan and cannot be repaired once they fail. 



d. According to the Guidelines for Exterior Maintenance and Alterations 6.A.iii., and 6.B.iv., in kind replacement of 
windows is only appropriate when the original windows are beyond repair. Staff does not find the original 
windows to be beyond repair. Replacement of any kind is not consistent with the Guidelines. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff does not recommend approval based on findings a through d. Staff recommends that the applicant repair the existing 
wood windows in place.  

 
CASE MANAGER: 

Stephanie Phillips 
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