
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 
April 18, 2018 

 
HDRC CASE NO: 2018-166 
ADDRESS: 316 E MYRTLE 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 1751 BLK 6 LOT 5 
ZONING: MF-33, H 
CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 1 
DISTRICT: Tobin Hill Historic District 
APPLICANT: Randall Mersch 
OWNER: Randall Mersch 
TYPE OF WORK: Replace aluminum windows with vinyl windows to match remaining vinyl 

windows 
APPLICATION RECEIVED: March 29, 2018 
60-DAY REVIEW: May 28, 2018 
REQUEST: 

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to replace (6) aluminum windows with vinyl 
windows to match remaining (7) vinyl windows.  

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 
6. Architectural Features: Doors, Windows, and Screens  
B. ALTERATIONS (REHABILITATION, RESTORATION, AND RECONSTRUCTION)  
 
iii. Glazed area—Avoid installing interior floors or suspended ceilings that block the glazed area of historic windows.  
iv. Window design—Install new windows to match the historic or existing windows in terms of size, type, configuration, 
material, form, appearance, and detail when original windows are deteriorated beyond repair.  
v. Muntins—Use the exterior muntin pattern, profile, and size appropriate for the historic building when replacement 
windows are necessary. Do not use internal muntins sandwiched between layers of glass.  
vi. Replacement glass—Use clear glass when replacement glass is necessary. Do not use tinted glass, reflective glass, 
opaque glass, and other non-traditional glass types unless it was used historically. When established by the architectural 
style of the building, patterned, leaded, or colored glass can be used.  
vii. Non-historic windows—Replace non-historic incompatible windows with windows that are typical of the architectural 
style of the building.  
viii. Security bars—Install security bars only on the interior of windows and doors.  
ix. Screens—Utilize wood screen window frames matching in profile, size, and design of those historically found when 
the existing screens are deteriorated beyond repair. Ensure that the tint of replacement screens closely matches the original 
screens or those used historically.  
x. Shutters—Incorporate shutters only where they existed historically and where appropriate to the architectural style of 
the house. Shutters should match the height and width of the opening and be mounted to be operational or appear to be 
operational. Do not mount shutters directly onto any historic wall material.  
 
OHP Window Policy Document 
Individual sashes should be replaced where possible. Should a full window unit require replacement, inserts should: 
 Match the original materials; 
 Maintain the original dimension and profile; 
 Feature clear glass. Low-e or reflective coatings are not recommended for replacements; 
 Maintain the original appearance of window trim or sill detail. 
 

 FINDINGS: 
a. The structure at 316 E Myrtle was constructed circa 1930 and features hipped and gabled roofs and a full length 

porch. This structure has been heavily modified from its original configuration. 
b. EXISITNG WINDOWS – The structure currently features seven (7) non-original vinyl windows: two on front 

façade, two on each side, and one in the rear. Staff finds that the vinyl windows were installed prior to 2014. The 
structure also features six (6) non-original aluminum windows on the sides and rear. The applicant is proposing to 



replace all of the aluminum windows to match the newer vinyl windows. 
c. ALUMINUM WINDOW REPLACEMENT – The applicant is requesting approval to replace six (6) non-original 

aluminum windows with vinyl windows located on the sides and rear of the structure. The existing aluminum 
windows are not appropriate for the style of the home in terms of profile, inset, and dimensions. According to the 
Historic Design Guidelines, non-historic, incompatible windows should be replaced with windows that are typical 
of the architectural style of the building. While staff generally does not recommend the installation of vinyl 
windows into historic homes, in this case staff finds that vinyl windows would be a visual improvement from the 
mismatched varieties of existing, non-historic aluminum and vinyl windows. Staff finds that one-over-one wood 
windows would be the most appropriate treatment to restoring the architectural integrity of the home. Vinyl 
windows may be appropriate for replacing the incompatible aluminum windows if the windows meet all the 
required specifications listed in the recommendation.   

 RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff recommends approval based on findings b and c with the following stipulation: 

i. Color selection must be presented to staff. There should be a minimum of two inches in depth between the front 
face of the window trim and the front face of the top window sash. This must be accomplished by recessing the 
window sufficiently within the opening or with the installation of additional window trim to add thickness. 
Window trim must feature traditional dimensions and an architecturally appropriate sill detail. Window track 
components must be painted to match the window trim or concealed by a wood window screen set within the 
opening. 

 CASE MANAGER: 
Huy Pham 
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HDRC Description for Randy Mersch 
Address:  316 E Myrtle St.  

  San Antonio, TX 78212 

 

 

We are submitting this application to replace half of the windows in our house for multiple reasons.  
When we purchased our home last year, half of the windows were upgraded to dual pain white vinyl 
windows, the other half were single pane aluminum windows.  We are just updating the aluminum 
windows to match the vinyl windows, to reduce the allergens, the noises we can hear very well, and the 
heating/cooling costs that are abnormally high in our home.  We have made sure the installer of these 
windows will make no impact to the look from the outside, keeping the existing trim and making sure all 
windows will match in look and style, and importantly to us, as dual pane.  We will not be changing the 
windows facing the street, only on the sides and back of the house. 

 

We appreciate your approval. 

 

Randy Mersch 

































QUOTE EXPIRES Quote Not Certified

 

BILL TO: SHIP TO:

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Room Location:

None Assigned

Qty:

Rough Opening: 58.875W x 34.75H
Custom 8100 Series Horizontal Slider (58.375 W x 34.25 H x 0 Leg), Equal 
Sash , XO, Retro
Performance: PWG-M-23-01154-00001
Color: Exterior Color / Finish - White, White
Glass: Power Pane 3, None, Double Glazed, Argon Gas, Annealed
Hardware: 2
Screen: Half Screen, Charcoal Fiberglass, Installed
Performance Rating: HS-LC50, DP +50/-50; Energy Star - Southern; 
U-Factor = 0.29; SHGC = 0.21; VLT = 0.5
Foam Wrap: No

1-1

1

DescriptionLineItem #

Note:

Room Location:

None Assigned

Qty:

Rough Opening: 35.125W x 34.625H
Custom 8100 Series Horizontal Slider (34.625 W x 34.125 H x 0 Leg), 
Equal Sash , XO, Retro
Performance: PWG-M-23-01154-00001
Color: Exterior Color / Finish - White, White
Glass: Power Pane 3, None, Double Glazed, Argon Gas, Annealed
Hardware: 2
Screen: Half Screen, Charcoal Fiberglass, Installed
Performance Rating: HS-LC50, DP +50/-50; Energy Star - Southern; 
U-Factor = 0.29; SHGC = 0.21; VLT = 0.5
Foam Wrap: No

2-1

1

DescriptionLineItem #

Note:

Room Location:

None Assigned

Qty:

Rough Opening: 70.5W x 70.25H
Custom 8100 Series Single Hung (34.75 W x 69.75 H x 0 Leg), Custom 
Sash , Retro
Performance: PWG-M-22-01376-00001
Color: Exterior Color / Finish - White, White
Glass: Power Pane 3, None, Double Glazed, Argon Gas, Annealed
Hardware: No, 2
Screen: Half Screen, Charcoal Fiberglass, Installed
Performance Rating: Not Rated; Energy Star - Southern; U-Factor = 0.3; 
SHGC = 0.22; VLT = 0.5
Foam Wrap: No

3-1

1

DescriptionLineItem #

Note:

QUOTE #  QUOTE DATE

CUSTOMER PO#

SHIP DATE QUOTED BY

3879699 0001-01-01 Larry Bindel

JOB NAME

3/17/2018

LOAD DATE

Load Date Not Set

3of1PageQuote #: 3879699

Printed: 3/17/2018 6:31:38 PMQuote Effective Date:  



QUOTE #  QUOTE DATE

CUSTOMER PO#

SHIP DATE QUOTED BY

3879699 0001-01-01 Larry Bindel

JOB NAME

3/17/2018

LOAD DATE

Load Date Not Set

Room Location:

None Assigned

Qty:

Rough Opening: 36.375W x 35.75H
Custom 8100 Series Horizontal Slider (35.875 W x 35.25 H x 0 Leg), Equal 
Sash , XO, Retro
Performance: PWG-M-23-01154-00001
Color: Exterior Color / Finish - White, White
Glass: Power Pane 3, None, Double Glazed, Argon Gas, Annealed
Hardware: 2
Screen: Half Screen, Charcoal Fiberglass, Installed
Performance Rating: HS-LC50, DP +50/-50; Energy Star - Southern; 
U-Factor = 0.29; SHGC = 0.21; VLT = 0.5
Foam Wrap: No

4-1

1

DescriptionLineItem #

Note:

Room Location:

None Assigned

Qty:

Rough Opening: 59.5W x 34.75H
Custom 8100 Series Horizontal Slider (59 W x 34.25 H x 0 Leg), Equal 
Sash , XO, Retro
Performance: PWG-M-23-01154-00001
Color: Exterior Color / Finish - White, White
Glass: Power Pane 3, None, Double Glazed, Argon Gas, Annealed
Hardware: 2
Screen: Half Screen, Charcoal Fiberglass, Installed
Performance Rating: HS-LC50, DP +50/-50; Energy Star - Southern; 
U-Factor = 0.29; SHGC = 0.21; VLT = 0.5
Foam Wrap: No

5-1

1

DescriptionLineItem #

Note:

Room Location:

None Assigned

Qty:

Rough Opening: 35.5W x 34.625H
Custom 8100 Series Horizontal Slider (35 W x 34.125 H x 0 Leg), Equal 
Sash , XO, Retro
Performance: PWG-M-23-01154-00001
Color: Exterior Color / Finish - White, White
Glass: Power Pane 3, None, Double Glazed, Argon Gas, Annealed
Hardware: 2
Screen: Half Screen, Charcoal Fiberglass, Installed
Performance Rating: HS-LC50, DP +50/-50; Energy Star - Southern; 
U-Factor = 0.29; SHGC = 0.21; VLT = 0.5
Foam Wrap: No

6-1

1

DescriptionLineItem #

Note:

Total Unit Quantity: 6

3of2PageQuote #: 3879699

Printed: 3/17/2018 6:31:38 PMQuote Effective Date:  



QUOTE #  QUOTE DATE

CUSTOMER PO#

SHIP DATE QUOTED BY

3879699 0001-01-01 Larry Bindel

JOB NAME

3/17/2018

LOAD DATE

Load Date Not Set

PROJECT QUOTE

NOTES

 

21012 Randy Mersch 21012 Randy Mersch

CUSTOMER SIGNATURE_______________________________________________________DATE_______________

 Order:

 Delivery:  

 Job Comment:
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