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Statement of Significance 

Created by the Office of Historic Preservation 

Property Address: 1503 Wyoming         

1. Application Details 
Applicant: Darlene Tones 
Type: Landmark Designation 
Date Received: March 9, 2018 

 
Built c. 1905, the house at 1503 Wyoming represents the early history of this Eastside neighborhood. 
Situated within a small cluster of Folk Victorian and Queen Anne style homes, its presence at the corner is an 
important visual feature along this street. Its location between the Dignowity Hill and Knob Hill Historic 
Districts is also notable, as its geography reflects the development chronology of these neighborhoods. As 
families began to fill Dignowity Hill at the turn of the century, neighborhoods to the south and east began to 
grow, including the area around 1503 Wyoming and later Knob Hill. The property also maintains a 
relationship with its more ornate neighbor to the east – both were built by Minna “Minnie” Lohrberg 
Walbaum, a widow who lived with her brother Leopold next door. Leopold Lohrberg owned a store at the 
corner of Wyoming and Monumental.  
Since 1977, this property has been owned by Darlene Tones and her family. Darlene currently resides in the 
home and applied for landmark designation after hearing about the archeological dig that revealed the 
location of the Powder House and learning that the street now called Piedmont Ave was previously named 
Powder House.  

The structure at 1503 Wyoming is a one-story single family Folk Victorian residence featuring a T-shaped 
footprint. It has vinyl siding and a cross-gabled, standing seam metal roof with a short brick chimney. The 
front porch is concrete and covered by a flat awning that is supported by decorative wrought iron posts. The 
existing windows are aluminum throughout the house, and the front facing windows have louvered 
shutters. The front door faces Wyoming Street and has a transom above it.     
The form and massing of the structure embody Folk Victorian architecture with its cross-gabled roof, T-
shaped footprint, and covered front porch.   
There is a front walkway made of brick that leads from the curb to the front porch. A chain link fence is 
installed around the property, and bushes conceal the front yard fence.  

 

The property meets criteria 7 for its role as visual anchor on the corner of Wyoming and Piedmont; criteria 
11 for its connection to longtime residents of this Eastside neighborhood including its construction by the 
Lohrberg family and residence by the Smith-Tones family; and criteria 13 for its relationship to the 
surrounding structures, built in the early twentieth century in Folk Victorian and Queen Anne styles. 
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