
 

HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 

October 03, 2018 
 
HDRC CASE NO: 
COMMON NAME: 

2018-485 
744 DONALDSON - ROW 

ZONING: UZROW, H 
CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 7 
DISTRICT: Monticello Park Historic District 
APPLICANT: Michael Lockwood/Mobilitie LLC 
OWNER: City of San Antonio 
TYPE OF WORK: Antenna Upgrades 
APPLICATION RECEIVED: September 12, 2018 
60-DAY REVIEW: November 11, 2018 

REQUEST: 

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to install a new network node pole in the right-
of-way at 744 Donaldson.  

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 
Appendix A. - Right-of-way network node design manual.  

Division V. Additional Aesthetic Requirements In Design Districts  

a.  Applicability.  

1.  The requirements of Division IV of this Manual shall apply to network node installations in the ROW within all 
city parks, as well as in the ROW within, or directly abutting property within, Design Districts as defined herein. 

2.  For purposes of Texas Local Government Code Chapter 284 and this manual, the following types of districts 
shall be considered Design Districts with Decorative Poles:  

A.  Downtown 'D'  
B.  Historic 'H', 'HS', 'HE' or 'HL', including properties within historic districts and individual properties 

designated as Historic Landmarks  
C.  River Improvement Overlay 'RIO'  
D.  Neighborhood Conservation 'NCD'  
E.  Corridor Improvement Overlay  
F.  Viewshed Protection 'VP' and Mission Protection 'MPOD'  
G.  Airport/Military Airport Overlay 'AHOD/MAHOD'  
H.  Form-Based Zoning District 'FBZD'  

The above list is intended for information purposes only, is not intended to be exhaustive, and is subject to 
amendment.  

3.  The Design Districts listed above may be further subdivided by neighborhood, area, or other division. Where 
specific requirements apply within sub-districts, such requirements may be elaborated in this Manual.  

4.  Where conflicts exist between this Manual and other district-specific or sub-district-specific Design Manuals, 
the more stringent requirements shall control.  

b.  Design District Aesthetic Requirements.  

In addition to the design requirements in Division III of this Manual, the following aesthetic requirements shall apply 
in Design Districts:  

1.  New node support poles in districts designated as Design Districts in this Manual shall be placed within ten feet 
of interior lot lines.  

2.  In no event shall new node support poles be placed in front of the front façade of primary structures on any 
property designated as Historic or within fifteen hundred (1500) feet of the brass monument viewshed marker in 
front of a structure designated by the United Nations as a UNESCO World Heritage site.  

3.  Network nodes, node support poles, and related equipment shall require camouflage or concealment measures to 



 

mitigate the impact or improve the aesthetics of the installation, as determined by the Historic Preservation 
Officer based on the unique circumstances of the design district or impacted property.  

A.  New network nodes mounted to existing poles shall be low profile and flush mounted to the greatest extent 
feasible. Network nodes must be painted to match the support pole or structure on which they are mounted. 

B.  The installation of new node support poles is discouraged in Historic Districts, Downtown "D", River 
Improvement Overlay Districts, Viewshed Protection and Mission Protection Overlay Districts. The 
Historic Preservation Officer may require concealment of the support pole in the form of aesthetically 
appropriate street lamps, site elements, district signage, or other stealth methods. The color of any new 
support pole or concealment solution shall be determined by the Historic Preservation Officer based on site 
specific conditions.  

i.  New node support poles must generally be located at commercial corners and intersections.  
ii.  New node support poles must be separated from other node support poles or existing poles by a distance of 

250 feet.  
iii.  Where a separation requirement cannot be met, network nodes are preferred to be mounted to existing poles 

or installed with a stealth method.  
iv.  The height of new node support poles should not exceed the established predominant height of other poles 

and historic site elements located within 500 feet of the proposed installation.  
v.  New node support poles must be painted and not exceed 8" in diameter at the widest portion of the pole.  

C.  Ground-mounted equipment must be integrated into the overall design of an installation, camouflaged or 
concealed based on site specific conditions, and positioned to mitigate visual or physical obstructions to 
nearby historic features as recommended by the Historic Preservation Officer.  

c.  Decorative Poles.  

In accordance with Chapter 284, installation or attachment of wireless communications equipment, including 
antennas, network nodes, transport facilities, and related equipment is prohibited on all decorative streetlight poles in 
Design Districts.  

FINDINGS: 
a. The applicant has proposed to install a new network node pole in the public right-of-way, adjacent to the side 

sidewalk at 744 Donaldson. The proposed location is located within the Monticello Park Historic District, at the 
front corner of the property at 740 Donaldson, and across the street from Jefferson High School. 

b. On a site visit conducted on August 27, 2018, staff found that a new network pole was installed in the right-of-
way at 744 Donaldson prior to the issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness. The applicant submitted a request 
to be heard by the HDRC on September 12, 2018. Staff notes that the installed pole features a wider top-mounted 
antenna cabinet than the proposed pole in the submitted documents; the following findings apply to both iterations 
of the network poles. 

c. LOCATION – Per the Additional Aesthetic Requirements in Design Districts 3B., the installation of new node 
support poles is discouraged in Historic Districts, the Downtown "D" Business District, River Improvement 
Overlay Districts, Viewshed Protection Overlays and Mission Protection Overlay Districts. Staff finds that 
options to relocate the pole outside of the historic district and away from individual historic sites should be 
explored. Additionally, Aesthetic Requirements 3.B.i. notes that new node support poles must generally be 
located at commercial corners and intersections and 3.B.ii notes that new node support poles must be separated 
from other node support poles or existing poles by a distance of 250 feet. Staff finds that existing poles are located 
within a 250-foot radius and that relocation or collocations should also be further explored.  

d. DESIGN - If the applicant provides evidence supporting the necessity of a new pole in the specific proposed 
location, per Aesthetic Requirements 3.B.iii, network nodes are preferred to be mounted to existing poles or 
installed with a stealth method. Additionally, the Historic Preservation Officer may require concealment of the 
support pole in the form of aesthetically appropriate street lamps, site elements, district signage, or other stealth 
methods. Staff finds that stealth options should be explored.  

e. HEIGHT – The proposed pole features 30 feet in height. Staff finds that the proposed height is consistent with  
Additional Aesthetic Requirements 3.iv. noting that new poles should not exceed the established predominant 
height of other poles and historic site elements located within 500 feet of the proposed installation. 



 

f. FINISH/DIAMETER – The proposed pole features an unpainted steel finish and has a general diameter of 10 
inches at the base. Staff finds that the proposed form is inconsistent with the Aesthetic Requirements 3.v noting 
that new node support poles must be painted and not exceed 8 inches in diameter at the widest portion of the pole.

RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff does not recommend approval of the proposed new network node pole. Staff recommends the applicant explore 
options to relocate the pole away from design districts and individual historic sites or to collocate on existing poles. If the 
applicant provides evidence supporting the necessity of a new pole in the specific proposed location, then a stealth 
approach should be explored and submitted for review. The pole that was installed prior to approval should be removed. 
 
CASE COMMENT:  
On a site visit conducted on August 27, 2018, staff found that a new network pole was installed in the right-of-way at 744 
Donaldson prior to the issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness.  

CASE MANAGER: 

Huy Pham 
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