
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 
October 17, 2018 

 
HDRC CASE NO: 2018-498 
ADDRESS: 111 W CROCKETT ST 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 148 BLK 12 LOT 22 SOUTH BANK SUBD 
ZONING: D, RIO-3 
CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 1 
APPLICANT: Vincent Gerard & Associates 
OWNER: Amreit Riverwalk LP 
TYPE OF WORK: Installation of rooftop communications equipment 
APPLICATION RECEIVED: September 19, 2018 
60-DAY REVIEW: November 18, 2018 
REQUEST: 

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to install rooftop antenna equipment screened by 
two faux chimney forms. 

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 

3. Guidelines for Additions 
5. Mechanical Equipment and Roof Appurtenances  
A. LOCATION AND SITING  
i. Visibility—Do not locate utility boxes, air conditioners, rooftop mechanical equipment, skylights, satellite dishes, cable 
lines, and other roof appurtenances on primary facades, front-facing roof slopes, in front yards, or in other locations that 
are clearly visible from the public right-of-way.  
ii. Service Areas—Locate service areas towards the rear of the site to minimize visibility from the public right-of-way. 
Where service areas cannot be located at the rear of the property, compatible screens or buffers will be required.  
B. SCREENING  
i. Building-mounted equipment—Paint devices mounted on secondary facades and other exposed hardware, frames, and 
piping to match the color scheme of the primary structure or screen them with landscaping.  
ii. Freestanding equipment—Screen service areas, air conditioning units, and other mechanical equipment from public 
view using a fence, hedge, or other enclosure.  
iii. Roof-mounted equipment—Screen and set back devices mounted on the roof to avoid view from public right-of-way. 

FINDINGS: 
a. The structure at 111 W Crockett is a two-story, multi-tenant structure that features three segments of different 

commercial architectural styles and periods of construction. The applicant is requesting to install new equipment 
on the rooftop of the northern segment of the structure, which features three floors, access and visibility from the 
River Walk, brick construction with vine cover, arched two-over-two wood windows, and a flat roof with a 
parapet wall. The property is located in the Downtown District and RIO-3. 

b. ROOFTOP ANTENNA – The applicant has proposed to install two (2) collections of antennas housed inside two 
(2) faux chimney forms on the rooftop abutting the River Walk façade. The proposed rooftop chimney forms will 
feature materials that simulate brick and stone  

c. VISIBILITY – Per the Guidelines for Additions 5.A.i, equipment should not be located on primary facades, front-
facing roof slops, in front yards, or in other locations that are clearly visible from the public right-of-way. Per 
Guidelines for Additions 5.B.iii, mounted devices should be screened and setback on the roof to avoid view from 
right-of-way. Staff finds that the proposed faux chimney forms would screen the antenna equipment from the 
immediate right-of-way and is appropriate. Staff also finds the faux chimneys are generally compatible with 
existing architectural elements of the commercial facades regarding materials, color, proportion, and 
configuration.  

d. FUTURE COLLOCATION – The proposed initial installation meets stealth requirements by featuring faux 
chimney form as opposed to traditional equipment cabinets or huts, materials that mimic the color and texture of 
existing brick and stone of the existing structure, and a height of approximately 10 feet from the rooftop and 6 feet 
from the parapet wall. Staff finds that future collocations that are placed within the proposed chimney forms, that 
do not add externally protruding or mounted equipment on the elevation planes, and/or add any additional height 
to the chimney forms  may be considered a Non-Substantial Change Collocation and would be eligible for 



administrative approval.  
 

 RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval of the two rooftop faux chimney forms to house antenna equipment with the following 
stipulations: 

i. That the chimney forms use materials that match the primary structure’s brick and stone in color 
and texture. 

ii. That the installation of the chimney forms do not in any way irreversibly remove or alter the 
materials and configuration of the existing rooftop structure. 

iii. That the final height of the chimney form is limited to the height of 10 feet from the roof and/or 6 
feet from the parapet wall. 

iv. That any other future modifications, colocations, and/or additions specifically to the penthouse 
structure that do not meet the stealth requirements proposed in finding d and determined as a 
Substantial Change Collocation would require HDRC approval. 

 CASE MANAGER: 

Huy Pham 
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