
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 
April 03, 2019 

 
HDRC CASE NO: 2019-151 
COMMON NAME: 400 CLUB DR / MONTICELLO PARK 
ZONING: UZROW,H 
CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 7 
DISTRICT: Monticello Park Historic District 
APPLICANT: Alma Nunez/City of San Antonio 
OWNER: City of San Antonio 
TYPE OF WORK: Park improvements 
APPLICATION RECEIVED: March 15, 2019 
60-DAY REVIEW: May 14, 2019 
CASE MANAGER: Stephanie Phillips 
REQUEST: 
 
The applicant is requesting approval to perform various park improvements at the site of Monticello Park, to include: 

1. Restoration of the existing stone and metal gazebo. 
2. Replacement of existing decomposed granite walkways with decorative paving. 
3. Installation of an ADA accessible walkway surrounding the gazebo. 
4. Installation of benches. 
5. Replacement of an existing park identification monument sign. 
6. Installation of a commemorative plaque. 

 

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 
 
Unified Development Code Sec. 35-640. - Public Property and Rights-of-Way. 
 
(a) Public Property. Generally, the historic and design review commission will consider applications for actions affecting 
the exterior of public properties except in the case of building interiors that are the sites of major public assemblies or 
public lobbies. The historic and design review commission will also consider applications for actions affecting public 
properties such as city parks, open spaces, plazas, parking lots, signs and appurtenances. 
(b) Public Rights-of-Way. Generally, the historic and design review commission will consider applications for actions 
affecting public rights-of-way whose construction or reconstruction exceeds in quality of design or materials standards of 
the design manual of the public works department. 
 
UDC Sec. 35-641. - Design Considerations for Historic and Design Review Commission Recommendations. 
In reviewing an application, the historic and design review commission shall be aware of the importance of attempting 
to find a way to meet the current needs of the City of San Antonio, lessee or licensee of public property. The historic 
and design review commission shall also recognize the importance of recommending approval of plans that will be 
reasonable to implement. The best urban design standards possible can and should be employed with public property 
including buildings and facilities, parks and open spaces, and the public right-of-way. Design and construction on 
public property should employ such standards because the use of public monies for design and construction is a public 
trust. Public commitment to quality design should encourage better design by the private sector. Finally, using such 
design standards for public property improves the identity and the quality of life of the surrounding neighborhoods. 
 
Sec. 35-645. - Signs and Billboards on Public Property or Right-of-Way. 
 
(a) General Provisions. All non-regulatory signage on public property, on the public right-of-way, or overhanging the 
public right-of-way shall conform to all city codes and must be approved by the historic preservation officer prior to 
installation. Permits must be obtained following approval of the application. The historic preservation officer may submit 
an application under this section to the historic and design review commission for their recommendation prior to 
approving, denying, or approving with conditions the application. Memorials, markers, naming rights of public property, 



and recognition of charitable donations given to the City of San Antonio shall be additionally governed by existing 
policies for memorials and markers and/or any formal action passed by city council. Temporary displays approved by the 
department exercising control of the public property are authorized if in accordance with chapter 28 of the City Code of 
San Antonio, Texas. 
 
Unified Development Code Sec. 35-646. - Construction in Public Rights-of-Way.  
 
(a) General Provisions. All construction in the public right-of-way shall conform to all city codes. In considering an 
application, the historic and design review commission shall be guided by the following: 
(1) Sidewalk Zones. Pedestrian movement should be pleasant, allowing for store browsing, comfortable transit waiting 
and easy accessibility for disabled people. Where possible, sidewalks should at least five (5) feet in width. Existing 
sidewalks should not be narrowed when replaced. 
 
(2) Sidewalk Paving and Surfaces. Materials should complement stylistic differences of individual buildings, particularly 
when related to historic buildings. 

A. Materials. Materials should be chosen for beauty, strength, longevity, easy maintenance and traction when dry or 
wet. 

B. Color and Texture. To ensure the safety of pedestrians, all changes in surfaces should be defined by contrasting 
color, texture or materials. 
 

(3) Street Features and Arrangements. Historic districts and the downtown, as well as other distinct areas of the city have 
diverse character and any street furniture selected for these areas should complement these differences. In addition, the 
clustering of street furniture in one (1) place is recommended. Trash receptacles, seating, telephones and other street 
furniture should be grouped together. 

A. Circulation. A clear path-of-travel of thirty-six (36) inches wide shall be maintained in and around street features 
and arrangement. 

B. Seating. Seating should be physically comfortable and inviting, durable and attractive. Plaza and open space 
seating should also be socially comfortable by offering a variety of choices such as in the sun or shade, near 
traffic and activity or not, and alone or in groups. 

C. Drinking Fountains. Placing drinking fountains in new development is encouraged. Fountains should be placed 
within general areas of pedestrian traffic and located on accessible surfaces. 

D. Trash Receptacles. Trash receptacles should blend visually with their surroundings and their design and location 
should make use as convenient as possible. 

E. Vending Machines. Vending machines will not dispense items other than newspapers and periodicals. Vending 
machines shall be clustered together and away from intersection corners. 

F. Vending Carts and Kiosks. Vending carts and kiosks are encouraged in locations that do not impede normal 
pedestrian traffic. 

G. Outdoor Dining. Lease of public right-of-way for outdoor dining is encouraged in appropriate locations. Lease of 
sidewalk space for outdoor dining shall be managed through the department of parks and recreation and shall 
comply with all city codes. It is recommended that at least eight (8) feet of sidewalk be retained between the curb 
and the leased or licensed space to provide an uninterrupted public walkway. 

H. Street Objects. Utility boxes, vending machines and so on should not be located in sidewalk zones. Their design 
and color should be compatible with character of their surroundings. 
 

(4) Streetscape Landscaping. Landscaping, particularly streets trees, are an important addition to the streetscape because 
of the hot Texas climate. Appropriate application along sidewalks strengthens the visual quality of public streets. Careful 
selection of plant materials, using native and low-water use plants, is recommended. 
 
(Ord. No. 98697 § 6) 
 
Historic Design Guidelines, Chapter 2, Exterior Maintenance and Alterations 
 
3. Materials: Roofs  
A. MAINTENANCE (PRESERVATION)  
i. Regular maintenance and cleaning—Avoid the build-up of accumulated dirt and retained moisture. This can lead to the 
growth of moss and other vegetation, which can lead to roof damage. Check roof surface for breaks or holes and flashing 



for open seams and repair as needed.  
B. ALTERATIONS (REHABILITATION, RESTORATION, AND RECONSTRUCTION)  
i. Roof replacement—Consider roof replacement when more than 25-30 percent of the roof area is damaged or 25-30 
percent of the roof tiles (slate, clay tile, or cement) or shingles are missing or damaged.  
ii. Roof form—Preserve the original shape, line, pitch, and overhang of historic roofs when replacement is necessary.  
iii. Roof features—Preserve and repair distinctive roof features such as cornices, parapets, dormers, open eaves with 
exposed rafters and decorative or plain rafter tails, flared eaves or decorative purlins, and brackets with shaped ends.  
iv. Materials: sloped roofs—Replace roofing materials in-kind whenever possible when the roof must be replaced. Retain 
and re-use historic materials when large-scale replacement of roof materials other than asphalt shingles is required (e.g., 
slate or clay tiles). Salvaged materials should be re-used on roof forms that are most visible from the public right-of-way. 
Match new roofing materials to the original materials in terms of their scale, color, texture, profile, and style, or select 
materials consistent with the building style, when in-kind replacement is not possible.  
v. Materials: flat roofs—Allow use of contemporary roofing materials on flat or gently sloping roofs not visible from the 
public right-of-way.  
vi. Materials: metal roofs—Use metal roofs on structures that historically had a metal roof or where a metal roof is 
appropriate for the style or construction period. Refer to Checklist for Metal Roofs on page 10 for desired metal roof 
specifications when considering a new metal roof. New metal roofs that adhere to these guidelines can be approved 
administratively as long as documentation can be provided that shows that the home has historically had a metal roof.  
vii. Roof vents—Maintain existing historic roof vents. When deteriorated beyond repair, replace roof vents in-kind or with 
one similar in design and material to those historically used when in-kind replacement is not possible.  
 
4. Materials: Metal  
A. MAINTENANCE (PRESERVATION)  
i. Cleaning—Use the gentlest means possible when cleaning metal features to avoid damaging the historic finish. Prepare 
a test panel to determine appropriate cleaning methods before proceeding. Use a wire brush to remove corrosion or paint 
build up on hard metals like wrought iron, steel, and cast iron.  
ii. Repair—Repair metal features using methods appropriate to the specific type of metal.  
iii. Paint—Avoid painting metals that were historically exposed such as copper and bronze.  
 
B. ALTERATIONS (REHABILITATION, RESTORATION, AND RECONSTRUCTION)  
i. Replacement—Replace missing or significantly damaged metal features in-kind or with a substitute compatible in size, 
form, material, and general appearance to the historical feature when in-kind replacement is not possible.  
ii. Rust—Select replacement anchors of stainless steel to limit rust and associated expansion that can cause cracking of the 
surrounding material such as wood or masonry. Insert anchors into the mortar joints of masonry buildings.  
iii. New metal features—Add metal features based on accurate evidence of the original, such as photographs. Base the 
design on the architectural style of the building and historic patterns if no such evidence exists.  
 
Historic Design Guidelines, Chapter 5, Guidelines for Site Elements  
  
1. Topography  
A. TOPOGRAPHIC FEATURES  
i. Historic topography—Avoid significantly altering the topography of a property (i.e., extensive grading). Do not alter 
character-defining features such as berms or sloped front lawns that help define the character of the public right-of-way. 
Maintain the established lawn to help prevent erosion. If turf is replaced over time, new plant materials in these areas 
should be low-growing and suitable for the prevention of erosion.  
ii. New construction—Match the historic topography of adjacent lots prevalent along the block face for new construction. 
Do not excavate raised lots to accommodate additional building height or an additional story for new construction.  
iii. New elements—Minimize changes in topography resulting from new elements, like driveways and walkways, through 
appropriate siting and design. New site elements should work with, rather than change, character-defining topography 
when possible.  
 
5. Sidewalks, Walkways, Driveways, and Curbing  
A. SIDEWALKS AND WALKWAYS  
i. Maintenance—Repair minor cracking, settling, or jamming along sidewalks to prevent uneven surfaces. Retain and 
repair historic sidewalk and walkway paving materials—often brick or concrete—in place.  
ii. Replacement materials—Replace those portions of sidewalks or walkways that are deteriorated beyond repair. Every 



effort should be made to match existing sidewalk color and material.  
iii. Width and alignment— Follow the historic alignment, configuration, and width of sidewalks and walkways. Alter the 
historic width or alignment only where absolutely necessary to accommodate the preservation of a significant tree.  
iv. Stamped concrete—Preserve stamped street names, business insignias, or other historic elements of sidewalks and 
walkways when replacement is necessary.  
v. ADA compliance—Limit removal of historic sidewalk materials to the immediate intersection when ramps are added to 
address ADA requirements.  
B. DRIVEWAYS  
i. Driveway configuration—Retain and repair in place historic driveway configurations, such as ribbon drives. Incorporate 
a similar driveway configuration—materials, width, and design—to that historically found on the site. Historic driveways 
are typically no wider than 10 feet. Pervious paving surfaces may be considered where replacement is necessary to 
increase stormwater infiltration.  
ii. Curb cuts and ramps—Maintain the width and configuration of original curb cuts when replacing historic driveways. 
Avoid introducing new curb cuts where not historically found.  
C. CURBING  
i. Historic curbing—Retain historic curbing wherever possible. Historic curbing in San Antonio is typically constructed of 
concrete with a curved or angular profile.  
ii. Replacement curbing—Replace curbing in-kind when deteriorated beyond repair. Where in-kind replacement is not be 
feasible, use a comparable substitute that duplicates the color, texture, durability, and profile of the original. Retaining 
walls and curbing should not be added to the sidewalk design unless absolutely necessary.  
 
6. Non-Residential and Mixed Use Streetscapes  
A. STREET FURNITURE  
i. Historic street furniture—Preserve historic site furnishings, including benches, lighting, tree grates, and other features.  
ii. New furniture—Use street furniture such as benches, trash receptors, tree grates, and tables that are simple in design 
and are compatible with the style and scale of adjacent buildings and outdoor spaces when historic furnishings do not 
exist.  
B. STREET TREES  
i. Street trees—Protect and maintain existing street trees. Replace damaged or dead trees with trees of a similar species, 
size, and growth habit.  
C. PAVING  
i. Maintenance and alterations—Repair stone, masonry, or glass block pavers using in-kind materials whenever possible. 
Utilize similar materials that are compatible with the original in terms of composition, texture, color, and detail, when in-
kind replacement is not possible.  
D. LIGHTING  
i. General—See UDC Section 35-392 for detailed lighting standards (height, shielding, illumination of uses, etc.).  
ii. Maintenance and alterations—Preserve historic street lights in place and maintain through regular cleaning and repair 
as needed.  
iii. Pedestrian lighting—Use appropriately scaled lighting for pedestrian walkways, such as short poles or light posts 
(bollards).  
iv. Shielding—Direct light downward and shield light fixtures using cut-off shields to limit light spill onto adjacent 
properties.  
v. Safety lighting—Install motion sensors that turn lights on and off automatically when safety or security is a concern. 
Locate these lighting fixtures as discreetly as possible on historic structures and avoid adding more fixtures than 
necessary. 
  
 
FINDINGS: 
 

a. The property located 400 Club Dr, commonly known as Monticello Park, is a public park located within the 
Monticello Park Historic District. The park is located adjacent to Thomas Jefferson High School and features a 
gazebo, pedestrian pathways, benches, and water fountains. 

b. GAZEBO – The applicant has proposed to restore several significant features of the existing stone gazebo. The 
work will include new metal finials, decorative metal screens, and colored flooring. Staff finds the proposal 
appropriate. 



c. TRAIL IMPROVEMENTS – The applicant has proposed to replace the existing decomposed granite pathways 
with stamped concrete in a herringbone pattern. The applicant has indicated that this work will be done to 
eliminate runoff of decomposed granite into the street and stormwater basins. According to the Historic Design 
Guidelines, walkways should be replaced in-kind when deteriorated beyond repair. Staff finds that the proposed 
new material will not detract from the significance of the site and is compatible with the park.  

d. ACCESSIBLE SIDEWALK – The applicant has proposed to construct an ADA path surrounding the gazebo. 
According to UDC Section 35-646, pedestrian movement should be pleasant, allow for a diversity of experiences, 
be accessible, and should feature durable, aesthetically pleasing materials that feature contrast to ensure pedestrian 
safety. Staff finds the proposal appropriate and consistent with the UDC. 

e. BENCHES – The applicant has proposed to install three benches near the gazebo for park patron use. The 
benches will be cast aluminum with a PASTISOL coating and will feature a perforated diamond pattern. 
According to the UDC and Historic Design Guidelines, seating should be durable and compatible with the scale 
and style of adjacent outdoor spaces. Staff finds the proposal consistent.  

f. SIGNAGE – The applicant has proposed to replace the existing park signage on the property. The proposed 
monument sign will be 5 feet in height and be supported by steel pipes 6” in diameter. The sign will read 
“Monticello Park” and will be constructed of a painted metal panel. Staff finds the proposal consistent with the 
Guidelines and UDC. 

g. PLAQUE – The applicant has also proposed to install a plaque with text describing the history of the park and the 
1997 renovation project. The proposed plaque is in accordance with UDC Section 35-645 and is appropriate. 

h. ARCHAEOLOGY – The project shall comply with all federal, state, and local laws, rules, and regulations 
regarding archaeology.   

 RECOMMENDATION: 
 Staff recommends approval based on findings a through h with the following stipulation: 

i. ARCHAEOLOGY – The project shall comply with all federal, state, and local laws, rules, and regulations 
regarding archaeology.   
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2017 Bond Program
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 Bond Funding: $300,000
 General park 

improvements which may 
include gazebo and trail 
enhancements

Project Information



Project Information
Project Goals

 Replace existing decomposed granite surfacing to stamped 
concrete with herringbone pattern.

 Reduce maintenance and improve trail safety.
 Eliminate runoff of decomposed granite into street and 

stormwater basins. 
 Provide an accessible path with widths which varies from 8 FT 

to 5 FT.
 Provide a more complete look to the existing gazebo.
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Project Information
Project Scope
Enhancements to the Gazebo
• New metal finals
• Decorative metal screens
• 3 metal benches
• Colored flooring
• 5’ Sidewalk around the 

Gazebo with accessible path 
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View of Gazebo



Gazebo 
Current View  vs. Planned Improvements 

11View of Gazebo


























