
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 
July 17, 2019 

 
HDRC CASE NO: 2019-371 
ADDRESS: 2500 E COMMERCE ST 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 1442 BLK LOT ALL OF NCB 
ZONING: C-1 
CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 2 
APPLICANT: Albert Fernandez/CFZ Group, LLC. 
OWNER: EAST END PARK DAWSON CENTER 
TYPE OF WORK: Parking improvements 
APPLICATION RECEIVED: June 05, 20Approval19 
60-DAY REVIEW: August 4, 2019 
CASE MANAGER: Adam Rajper 
REQUEST: 
The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to carry out various park improvements, including the 
reconstruction of the basketball court, installation of a shade canopy over the basketball court, two picnic canopies, and various 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) improvements.   

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 
UDC Sec. 35-641. - Design Considerations for Historic and Design Review Commission Recommendations.  
In reviewing an application, the historic and design review commission shall be aware of the importance of attempting to find a 
way to meet the current needs of the City of San Antonio, lessee or licensee of public property. The historic and design review 
commission shall also recognize the importance of recommending approval of plans that will be reasonable to implement. The 
best urban design standards possible can and should be employed with public property including buildings and facilities, parks 
and open spaces, and the public right-of-way. Design and construction on public property should employ such standards 
because the use of public monies for design and construction is a public trust. Public commitment to quality design should 
encourage better design by the private sector. Finally, using such design standards for public property improves the identity and 
the quality of life of the surrounding neighborhoods. 
 
UDC Sec 35-642. – New Construction of Buildings and Facilities:  
In considering whether to recommend approval or disapproval of a certificate, the historic and design review commission shall 
be guided by the following design considerations. These are not intended to restrict imagination, innovation or variety, but 
rather to assist in focusing on design principles, which can result in creative solutions that will enhance the city and its 
neighborhoods. Good and original design solutions that meet the individual requirements of a specific site or neighborhood are 
encouraged and welcomed.  
(a) Site and Setting. 
(1) Building sites should be planned to take into consideration existing natural climatic and topographical 
features. The intrusive leveling of the site should be avoided. Climatic factors such as sun, wind, and 
temperature should become an integral part of the design to encourage design of site-specific facilities which reinforces the 
individual identity of a neighborhood and promotes energy efficient facilities. 
(2) Special consideration should be given to maintain existing urban design characteristics, such as 
setbacks, building heights, streetscapes, pedestrian movement, and traffic flow. Building placement should 
enhance or create focal points and views. Continuity of scale and orientation shall be emphasized. 
(3) Accessibility from streets should be designed to accommodate safe pedestrian movement as well as vehicular traffic. Where 
possible, parking areas should be screened from view from the public right-of-way by attractive fences, berms, plantings or 
other means.  
(4) Historically significant aspects of the site shall be identified and if possible incorporated into the site  
design. Historic relationships between buildings, such as plazas or open spaces, boulevards or axial  
relationships should be maintained.  
(b) Building Design.  
(1) Buildings for the public should maintain the highest quality standards of design integrity. They should elicit a pride of 
ownership for all citizens. Public buildings should reflect the unique and diverse character of San Antonio  
and should be responsive to the time and place in which they were constructed.  
(2) Buildings shall be in scale with their adjoining surroundings and shall be in harmonious conformance to the identifying 



quality and characteristics of the neighborhood. They shall be compatible in design, style and  
materials. Reproductions of styles and designs from a different time period are not encouraged, consistent with  
the secretary of the interior's standards. Major horizontal and vertical elements in adjoining sites should be  
respected.  
(3) Materials shall be suitable to the type of building and design in which they are used. They shall be durable and easily 
maintained. Materials and designs at pedestrian level shall be at human scale, that is they shall be designed to  
be understood and appreciated by someone on foot. Materials should be selected that respect the historic character of the 
surrounding area in texture, size and color.  
(4) Building components such as doors, windows, overhangs, awnings, roof shapes and decorative elements shall  
all be designed to contribute to the proportions and scale of their surrounding context. Established mass/void relationships shall 
be maintained. Patterns and rhythms in the streetscape shall be continued.  
(5) Colors shall be harmonious with the surrounding environment, but should not be dull. Choice of color should reflect the 
local and regional character. Nearby historic colors shall be respected.  
(6) Mechanical equipment or other utility hardware should be screened from public view with materials  
compatible with the building design. Where possible, rooftop mechanical equipment should be screened, even  
from above. Where feasible, overhead utilities should also be underground or attractively screened. Exterior  
lighting shall be an integral part of the design. Interior lighting shall be controlled so that the spillover lighting  
onto public walkways is not annoying to pedestrians.  
(7) Signs which are out of keeping with the character of the environment in question should not be used.  
Excessive size and inappropriate placement on buildings results in visual clutter. Signs should be designed to  
relate harmoniously to exterior building materials and colors. Signs should express a simple clear message with wording kept to 
a minimum.  
(8) Auxiliary design. The site should take into account the compatibility of landscaping, parking facilities, utility  
and service areas, walkways and appurtenances. These should be designed with the overall environment in mind  
and should be in visual keeping with related buildings, structures and places. 

FINDINGS: 

a. The property located at 2500 E Commerce, east of Downtown, is a public park with the common name of Dawn Park. 
The applicant is requesting approval to carry out various park improvements.   

b. PARK IMPROVEMENTS – The applicant has proposed various park improvements, including the reconstruction of 
the basketball court, installation of a shade canopy over the basketball court, two picnic canopies, and various 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) improvements.   

c. ARCHAEOLOGY – The project shall comply with all federal, state, and local laws, rules, and regulations regarding 
archaeology. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval of the proposed park improvements based on findings a through c with the following stipulation: 

i. ARCHAEOLOGY – The project shall comply with all federal, state, and local laws, rules, and regulations 
regarding archaeology.   
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B.-CANOPY LOCATION.
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B.-   16'X16' Single Post Cantilevers
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N.I.C by others

EXISTING UTILITY/LIGHT POLE
SANITARY SEWER LINES
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PROPOSED LED FIXTURE
PROPOSED LED FIXTURE / WI-FI
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San Antonio, Texas 78216
7073 San Pedro
ENGINEERS & SURVEYORS
BAIN MEDINA BAIN, INC.

210/494-7223
TBPE NO. F-1712

30 0 30 6015

SCALE: 1" = 30'
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EXISTING ELECTRIC PULL BOX

EXISTING ELECTRIC JUNCTION BOX

EXISTING LIGHT POLE

EXISTING TELEPHONE MANHOLE

EXISTING WATER VALVE

EXISTING SPRINKLER

EXISTING FIRE HYDRANT

EXISTING IRRIGATION CONTROL
VALVE

EXISTING CLEANOUT

EXISTING GUARD POST

EXISTING COLUMNS

EXISTING SIGN

EXISTING STORM DRAIN MANHOLE

EXISTING WASTEWATER MANHOLE

EXISTING SCRUB

EXISTING TREE

LEGEND

BASKETBALL
COURT
WITH

EXISTING
CANOPY

EXISTING UNDERGROUND
ELECTRIC LINE

EXISTING GAS LINE

EXISTING STORM DRAIN LINE

EXISTING WATER LINE

EXISTING UNDERGROUND
TELEPHONE LINE

EXISTING GUARDRAIL

EXISTING CONTOURS

EXISTING WIRE FENCE

EXISTING IRON FENCE

PROPOSED CONCRETE
DEMOLITION

C-1.0

EXISTING SITE
AND

DEMOLITION
PLAN

EXIST.
BUILDING

EAST COMMERCE STREET

MONTANA STREET

M
IT

TM
AN

 S
TR

EE
T

SO
U

TH
 W

AL
TE

R
S 

ST
R

EE
T

EXIST. CURB
AND GUTTER

EXIST. CURB
AND GUTTER

EXIST.
PARKING

LOT

EXIST. RETAINING
WALL

EXIST.
PLAYGROUND

EXIST. CONCRETE SIDEWALK

EXIST. CONCRETE
SIDEWALK

EXIST. CONCRETE
SIDEWALK

EXIST. CONCRETE
SIDEWALK

EXIST. CONCRETE
SIDEWALK

EXIST. CURB
AND GUTTER

EXIST. CURB
AND GUTTER

EXIST. CONCRETE
SIDEWALK

EXIST.
POST (TYP.)

EXIST. CONCRETE
SIDEWALK

EXIST. DRAIN
INLET

EXIST. CURB
INLET

EXIST. BUS
STOP EXIST. HANDICAP

RAMP

EXIST.
DRIVEWAY

EXIST. STOP SIGN

EXIST. CHAINLINK
FENCE

EXIST. A/C UNIT

EXIST. CONCRETE
WALKWAY

EXIST. BENCH
(TYP.)

EXIST. SIGN:
ROBERT A. DAWSON
COMMUNITY CENTER

EXIST. SIGN:
WINNING NEIGHBORHOOD

EXIST. CONCRETE
CURB

EXIST.
BASEBALL

FIELD

EXIST. HANDICAP
RAMP

EXIST. CURB
INLET

EXIST. CURB
INLET

EXIST. CONCRETE
SIDEWALK

84 SY - PROPOSED DEMOLITION
OF CONCRETE SIDEWALK

24 SY - PROPOSED DEMOLITION
OF CONCRETE SIDEWALK

74 SY - PROPOSED DEMOLITION
OF CONCRETE PAVING

103 SY - PROPOSED DEMOLITION
OF CONCRETE PAVING

BENCHMARKS/CONTROL POINTS
POINT NO. NORTHING EASTING ELEVATION DESCRIPTION

1 13702763.6500' 2142554.0300' 705.48' CHISELED SQUARE IN CONCRETE

2 13702485.8100' 2143200.0400' 707.45' CHISELED SQUARE IN CONCRETE

5 13702753.2400' 2142543.3600' 705.03' 1/2" IRON ROD WITH RED CAP STAMPED "BMB INC CONTROL PT"

10 13702816.7200' 2143160.2400'  687.36' 1/2" IRON ROD WITH RED CAP STAMPED "BMB INC CONTROL PT"

15 13702477.9900' 2143182.1500' 707.50' 1/2" IRON ROD WITH RED CAP STAMPED "BMB INC CONTROL PT"

20 13702420.2200' 2142542.8300'  698.24' 1/2" IRON ROD WITH RED CAP STAMPED "BMB INC CONTROL PT"

CP 1

CP 5

CP 10

CP 20

CP 2CP 15

EXIST. HANDRAILS
TO BE REMOVED
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7073 San Pedro
ENGINEERS & SURVEYORS
BAIN MEDINA BAIN, INC.

210/494-7223
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EXISTING ELECTRIC MANHOLE
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San Antonio, Texas 78216
7073 San Pedro
ENGINEERS & SURVEYORS
BAIN MEDINA BAIN, INC.
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San Antonio, Texas 78216
7073 San Pedro
ENGINEERS & SURVEYORS
BAIN MEDINA BAIN, INC.

210/494-7223
TBPE NO. F-1712

C-4.0

CIVIL DETAILS

CONCRETE SIDEWALK SECTION

2" MINIMUM GRAVEL, CRUSHED ROCK
OR FLEXIBLE BASE MATERIAL

4" CLASS "A" CONCRETE 2% MAX. SLOPE TO CURB

WIRE FLAT SHEETS (ITEM 303) OR
#3 BARS @ 18" O.C. EACH WAY
CENTERED IN SLAB (ITEM 301)

ITEM 502

6" x 6" W /   D 2.9 x W /   D 2.9 WELDED

6'
 S

ID
EW

AL
K

A A

CONCRETE SIDEWALK DRAIN DETAIL
NTS

10 - 3 /  4" TO 26 - 3 /  4"

CONCRETE
SIDEWALK

8" TO 24"

1 / 4" CHECKERED PLATE

4"
 M

IN
.

EXPANSION JOINT

WELDED WIRE MESH

SEE DETAIL 1

1

1

SECTION A-A

6" x 6" W/  02.9 x W/  02.9

NTS

12"

NO. 4 BAR

LIMITS OF MEASUREMENT
FOR STREET EXCAVATION3" RAD.

NO. 4
BAR

3"

7"
5"

3"

3"

1' - 9" 12"

PAY LIMITS FOR STREET EXCAVATION
LIME TREATMENT FOR SUBGRADE, FLEXIBLE
BASE, ASPHALT TREATED BASE AND PRIME COAT

ITEM 500 ON ASPHALT TREATED BASE OR ASPHALTIC CONCRETE BASE
TYPICAL CURB & GUTTER DETAIL

5 /  8"

2 5 /  8"

8 3 /  8"

1 
/  

2"

5 
1 

/  
2"

AND THICKNESS, MIN. 2"
ASPHALTIC PAVEMENT TYPE

MATCH THICKNESS
OF BASE OF EXISTING
ASPHALT PAVING.
MINIMUM DEPTH TO BE
7". (ITEM 511)

MATCH EXISTING HOT MIX

ANGLE @ 18" O.C.

1 - 3 /  8"

1 / 4" SCREW
@ 12" O.C.

1 / 4" CHECKERED
PLATE

2" X 2" x 1 / 4" ANGLE

1 / 4" x 3 / 4" BAR

1 /  8"

3 / 4"

#3 BARS WELDED TO

3

1

DETAIL 1

HANDRAIL DETAIL
N.T.S.
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10118 Emerald Sun, San Antonio, TX. 78245
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GENERAL NOTES:  (THIS SHEET ONLY)

KEYED NOTES:  (THIS SHEET ONLY)
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ELECTRICAL SITE
LIGHTING PLAN

SCALE: 1" = 40' - 0"1 ELECTRICAL SITE LIGHTING PLAN
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GENERAL NOTES:  (THIS SHEET ONLY)
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ENLARGED BUILDING
ELECTRICAL PLAN

SCALE: 1/8" = 1' - 0"1 ENLARGED BUILDING ELECTRICAL PLAN



SCALE: NOT-TO-SCALE2 TYPICAL POLE BASE DETAIL

SCALE: NOT-TO-SCALE3 TYPICAL IN-GRADE ELECTRICAL HAND-HOLE
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ELECTRICAL
ONE-LINE DIAGRAM

& DETAILS

SCALE: NOT-TO-SCALE1 ELECTRICAL ONE-LINE DIAGRAM
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ELECTRICAL
SCHEDULES
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