
 
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 

August 7, 2019 
 

HDRC CASE NO:  2019-438  
ADDRESS:   1622 W HUISACHE AVE 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB  1957  BLK   15 LOT 15 AND 16 
ZONING:   R-6 
CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 1 
APPLICANT:   Bryan Hendryx 
OWNER:   Hendryx Living Trust 
TYPE OF WORK:  Historic Landmark Designation 
 
REQUEST: 
The applicant is requesting a finding of historic significance for the property located at 1622 W Huisache Ave. 
 
APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 
Unified Development Code Sec. 35-606. - Designation Process for Historic Landmarks.  

a. Authority. Requests for landmark designation may only be made by or with the concurrence of the property 
owner. In instances where a property owner does not consent to the landmark designation, the historic 
preservation officer shall request a resolution from city council to proceed with the designation process prior to 
any zoning commission hearing. Notwithstanding the foregoing, a request for landmark designation may be made 
and approved by the city council. To the extent that this subsection conflicts with any other provisions of this 
chapter, this paragraph shall control except for buildings, objects, sites, structures, or clusters heretofore 
designated as local landmarks or districts, National Register landmarks or districts, state historic landmarks or 
sites, or state archaeological landmarks or sites. Additionally, requests for designation shall be made on a form 
obtained from the city historic preservation officer through the office of historic preservation. Completed request 
forms shall be returned to the office of historic preservation for processing. All buildings, objects, sites, structures, 
or clusters heretofore designated by the city council as historic landmarks under any pre-existing ordinance of the 
City of San Antonio shall be accorded the protection of properties designated historic landmarks under this 
chapter and shall continue to bear the words "historic, exceptional" (HE) or "historic, significant" (HS) in their 
zoning designation.  

b. Designation of Historic Landmarks.  
1. Initiation. Any person, the historic and design review commission, zoning commission, the historic 

preservation officer, or the city council may initiate a historic landmark designation by filing an application 
with the historic preservation officer. Requests for designation shall be made on a form obtained from the city 
historic preservation officer. Completed request forms shall be returned to the office of historic preservation 
for processing. Owner consent for historic landmark designation shall be required unless a city council 
resolution to proceed with the designation has been approved. Additionally, owners may submit with the 
application a written description and photographs or other visual material of any buildings or structures that 
they wish to be considered for designation as non-contributing to the historic landmark. 

2. Decision. The historic preservation officer shall refer a completed application for historic landmark 
designation to the historic and design review commission. Property owners of proposed historic landmarks 
shall be notified of the historic and design review commission hearing by the historic preservation officer by 
mail prior to a historic and design review commission hearing for historic landmark designation. Notice to 
property owners shall state the place, date, time and purpose of the historic and design review commission 
hearing. The historic preservation officer shall also send notice of the meeting to any registered neighborhood 
associations located within the proposed district boundary. The historic and design review commission shall 
make and forward its recommendation to the zoning commission within forty-five (45) days from the date of 
submittal of the designation request by the historic preservation officer. Upon submittal of the historic and 
design review commission's recommendation, the proposed historic district or landmark designation shall be 
submitted to the zoning commission for its review recommendations along with its finding of historic 
significance. The zoning commission and the city council shall process the application as prescribed 
in section 35-421 of this chapter and this section. The zoning commission shall schedule a hearing on 
the historic and design review commission recommendation to be held within sixty (60) days of receipt of 
such recommendation and shall forward its recommendation to city council which shall schedule a hearing to 



 
be held within sixty (60) days of council's receipt of such recommendation. Upon passage of any ordinance 
designating a historic landmark, or removing or upgrading the designation of historic, the city clerk shall send 
notice of the fact by mail to the owner or owners of affected property. 

 
Unified Development Code Sec. 35-607. – Designation Criteria for Historic Districts and Landmarks.  

a. Process for Considering Designation of Historic Districts and Landmarks. Historic districts and landmarks 
shall be evaluated for designation using the criteria listed in subsection (b) and the criteria applied to evaluate 
properties for inclusion in the National Register. In order to be eligible for historic landmark designation, 
properties shall meet at least three (3) of the criteria listed. Historic districts shall consist of at least two (2) or 
more structures within a legally defined boundary that meet at least three (3) of the criteria. Additionally, all 
designated landmarks and districts shall demonstrate clear delineation of the legal boundaries of such designated 
resources. 

b. Criteria for Evaluation.  
3. Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the study of a 

period, type, method of construction, or use of indigenous materials;  
5. Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the study of a 

period, type, method of construction, or use of indigenous materials; 
13. It bears an important and significant relationship to other distinctive structures, sites, or areas, 

either as an important collection of properties or architectural style or craftsmanship with few 
intrusions, or by contributing to the overall character of the area according to the plan based on 
architectural, historic or cultural motif. 

FINDINGS: 
a. The request for landmark designation was initiated by the property owner.  
b. HISTORIC CONTEXT: The property at 1622 W Huisache is a one-story Spanish Eclectic residence with Tudor 

Revival influence and detached Craftsman-style garage built in 1925 by Robert P. Bethea. The Hendryx Living 
Trust currently owns the property. The property is located in the Woodlawn Place Addition to Beacon Hill, 
platted in 1923 by Kenneth Wimer, who purchased the 45 acres of land from the University of Cincinnati, Julia 
Anderson, and R. B. Greathouse. The subject structure was advertised in 1925 as part of the Bethea Block in 
Woodlawn Place, designed and marketed by Robert P. Bethea. The residence contributes to a well-maintained 
collection of Spanish Eclectic homes with Tudor Revival influence on the 1600 block of W Huisache. R. N. 
White, who served as mayor of San Antonio for seven months in 1954-55, lived at 1622 W Huisache from 1944 
until his death in 1977; his wife Bess remained in the home until her death, reported by the applicant as in 1994, 
though staff was unable to confirm. The Estate of R. N. White Jr. sold the home to the present owner in 1994. 

c. SITE CONTEXT: The property at 1622 W Huisache is a one-story Tudor Revival residence with heavy Spanish 
Eclectic influence and detached Craftsman-style garage built in 1925, located in the Woodlawn Place Addition to 
Beacon Hill. Its block is bound to the north by W Huisache Ave, the east by N Calaveras, the south by W 
Magnolia Ave, and the west by N Zarzamora St. It is located three blocks east of the Monticello Park historic 
district, south of the Keystone and Fulton historic districts, and northeast of the Woodlawn Lake and Park historic 
district. Homes along the 1600 block of W Huisache have deep setbacks, with the sidewalk set far from the street, 
separated by a grass easement. Driveways are predominantly ribbon drives, though the subject structure’s ribbon 
drive transitions into an asphalt driveway. 

d. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: 1622 W Huisache is clad in gold-brown brick with white cast concrete and 
stucco details and infill. The primary form of the composition shingle roof is cross-gabled; a rear hipped form 
appears to be an addition when a satellite image is compared with the 1052 Sanborn Fire Insurance map. A low 
stucco wall runs in front of the home, and the front chimney is capped in white concrete to match tabbed cast 
concrete details around the door, arches, and windows. A stone-clad patio with low-rise steps leads from a stone-
clad sidewalk to the front door. Historic windows are one-over-one with wood windows covered by modern 
stationary storm windows; modern windows include both casement and glass block. Round columns on the 
primary façade are painted white to match the tabbed details. Arches and columns on the east elevation are gold-
brown brick to match the walls. The primary elevation features a prominent chimney right of center with the front 
door at its left. The rear detached garage has a hipped roof with visible rafter tails and a shed roof over the west 
addition. There are overlapping corrugated metal awnings above the doors and window. The garage sits south of a 
detached metal carport.  



 
e. EVALUATION: In order to be eligible for historic landmark designation, properties shall meet at least three (3) 

of the 16 criteria listed. Staff evaluated the structure against all 16 criteria and determined that it was consistent 
with UDC sec. 35-607(b): 

3. Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the development of the 
community, county, state, or nation; as home of former San Antonio mayor R. N. White. 

5. Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the study of a 
period, type, method of construction, or use of indigenous materials; as an example of a Tudor 
Revival residence with heavy Spanish Eclectic influence. 

13. It bears an important and significant relationship to other distinctive structures, sites, or areas, 
either as an important collection of properties or architectural style or craftsmanship with few 
intrusions, or by contributing to the overall character of the area according to the plan based on 
architectural, historic or cultural motif; the structure contributes to an eligible historic district and to a 
well-maintained collection of Spanish Eclectic homes with Tudor Revival influence on the 1600 block of 
W Huisache. 

f. The City offers a tax incentive for the substantial rehabilitation of historic properties because historic landmarks 
possess cultural and historical value and contribute to the overall quality and character of the City and its 
neighborhoods. If historic designation is approved, rehabilitation and restoration work may be eligible for this 
incentive. State and Federal tax incentives are also available for properties listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places and provide substantial relief for rehabilitation projects. 

g. If the HDRC approves the Finding of Historic Significance, then the recommendation for designation is submitted 
to the zoning commission. The zoning commission will schedule a hearing and then forward its recommendation 
to the City Council. City Council has the ultimate authority to approve the historic designation zoning overlay. 

h. Per UDC Sec. 35-453, once the commission makes a recommendation for designation, property owners must 
receive a written approval (a Certificate of Appropriateness) for any exterior work until the City Council makes 
their final decision. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval of a finding of historic significance and that the Historic and Design Review Commission 
should recommend approval for the landmark designation of 1622 W Huisache Ave to the Zoning Commission and to the 
City Council based on findings a through e. 
 
CASE MANAGER: Jessica Anderson 
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Statement of Significance 
 
Property Address:  1622 W Huisache Ave 
 
1. Application Details 
Applicant: Bryan Hendryx 
Type: Application for Historic Landmark Designation 
Date Received: 26 June 2019 
 
2. Findings 
The property at 1622 W Huisache is a one-story Spanish Eclectic residence with Tudor Revival influence 
and detached Craftsman-style garage built in 1925 by Robert P. Bethea.1 The Hendryx Living Trust currently 
owns the property.  
 
The property is located in the Woodlawn Place Addition to Beacon Hill, platted in 1923 by Kenneth Wimer, 
who purchased the 45 acres of land from the University of Cincinatti, Julia Anderson, and R. B. Greathouse.2 
The subject structure was advertised in 1925 as part of the Bethea Block in Woodlawn Place, designed and 
marketed by Robert P. Bethea and including 1622, 1627, and 1631 W Huisache. The three houses boasted 
“carefully-thought-out details which make them so comfortable,” namely a built-in ironing board, cedar-
lined closes, hardwood floors, tiled verandas, “a breakfast set decorated to match the woodwork,” and a 
refrigerator already installed. Bethea’s office was located just down the block at 1615 W Huisache; 3 all four 
aforementioned homes contribute well-maintained collection of Spanish Eclectic homes with Tudor Revival 
influence on the 1600 block of W Huisache. For example, 1619 W Huisache is a stucco-clad residence with a 
front gable that has a sweeping eave topped in red barrel tile. The subject structure is clad in brick with a 
tabbed cast concrete details around the front door, arches, and windows, and a prominent chimney on the 
primary façade—characteristics of the Tudor Revival style—but has the massing and low-pitched roof of a 
Spanish Eclectic home. The Spanish influence is continued in later modifications to the home, namely infill 
of the northeast porch, where an arched colonnade has stucco walls between its columns. This porch 
modification appears to have been made by the 1950s or 60s, based on a photo submitted by the applicant 
with his request for landmark designation of a previous owner (Bess White) in midcentury apparel standing 
in front of the home.4 
 
The first residents of 1622 W Huisache were Royal Wheeler and Josephine King, who owned the property 
by 1926.5 King was a partner in the law firm Kelso, Locke & King, known in the 1930s for representing 
Graciela Munoz Peza de Urrutia, the third wife of Miraflores’ owner Aurelia Urrutia, in their annulment case 
after Mr. Urrutia accused his new wife of being married to another man at the time of their wedding.6  
 

                                                           
1 “This Is the Last Day of ‘OPEN HOUSE’…” (ad). San Antonio Light, Sunday, 23 August 1925, Part Seven, p. 2.  
2 Bexar County Clerk (web site). Woodlawn Place Add’n. Plat, vol. 642, p. 87. 
3 “This Is the Last Day of ‘OPEN HOUSE’…” (ad). San Antonio Light, Sunday, 23 August 1925, Part Seven, p. 2. 
4 Historic Landmark Designation Application: 1622 West Huisache Avenue. Submitted by Charles Hendryx, 26 June 
2019. 
5 San Antonio City Directory, 1926, p. 749 and 1393.  
6 “Mrs. Urrutia Wins Alimony of $150.” San Antonio Express, Saturday, 19 May 1934, p. 5. 
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The Kings sold their home on W Huisache to Frieda Abdo in 1943,7 who in turn sold it to real estate 
developer Richard Neylor White in 1944.8 R. N. White served as mayor of San Antonio for a brief seven 
months; he was sworn in October 21, 1954, and departed office April 3, 1955.9 White, born and raised in San 
Antonio, fought in World War I and worked for both the San Antonio & Pacific and the Texas & Pacific 
railroads before launching his real estate business.10 R. N. lived at 1622 W Huisache until his death in 
1977;11 his wife Bess remained in the home until her death, reported by the applicant as in 1994,12 though 
staff was unable to confirm. The Estate of R. N. White Jr. sold the home to the present owner in 1994.13 
 
The detached garage, located at the southeast corner of the lot, has to reversible additions: a simple shed-
roofed addition on the west side and overlapping corrugated metal awnings across above the doors. The 
garage sits south of a detached metal carport.  
 
Both Beacon Hill and the Woodlawn Place Addition and are recognized by OHP staff as eligible local 
historic districts. 
 
3. Architectural Description 
The property at 1622 W Huisache is a one-story Spanish Eclectic residence with Tudor Revival influence 
and detached Craftsman-style garage built in 1925, located in the Woodlawn Place Addition to Beacon Hill. 
Its block is bound to the north by W Huisache Ave, the east by N Calaveras, the south by W Magnolia Ave, 
and the west by N Zarzamora St. It is located three blocks east of the Monticello Park historic district, south 
of the Keystone and Fulton historic districts, and northeast of the Woodlawn Lake and Park historic district. 
Homes along the 1600 block of W Huisache have deep setbacks, with the sidewalk set far from the street, 
separated by a grass easement. Driveways are predominantly ribbon drives, though the subject structure’s 
ribbon drive transitions into an asphalt driveway. The street is dotted with old growth trees. 
  
The home is clad in gold-brown brick with white cast concrete and stucco details and infill. The primary 
form of the composition shingle roof is cross-gabled; a rear hipped form appears to be an addition when a 
satellite image is compared with the 1052 Sanborn Fire Insurance map.14 A low stucco wall runs in front of 
the home, and the front chimney is capped in white concrete to match tabbed cast concrete details around the 
door, arches, and windows. A stone-clad patio with low-rise steps leads from a stone-clad sidewalk to the 
front door. Historic windows are one-over-one with wood windows covered by modern stationary storm 
windows; modern windows include both casement and glass block. Round columns on the primary façade 
are painted white to match the tabbed details. Arches and columns on the east elevation are gold-brown brick 
to match the walls.  
 

                                                           
7 Bexar County Clerk (web site), Warranty Deed V/L: Royal W. King et al to Frieda Abdo, 27 February 1943, Deed, 
vol. 1947, p. 610. 
8 Bexar County Clerk (web site), Warranty Deed: Frieda Abdo to R. N. White, 10 March 1944, Deed, vol. 2023, p. 578.  
9 “Former mayor’s rites set.” San Antonio Express, Wednesday, 2 November 1977, p. 1.  
10 “Onetime Clerk Now Mayor of S.A.” San Antonio Light, Thursday, 21 October 1954, p. 2.  
11 “Former mayor’s rites set.” San Antonio Express, Wednesday, 2 November 1977, p. 1. 
12 Historic Landmark Designation Application: 1622 West Huisache Avenue. Submitted by Charles Hendryx, 26 June 
2019. 
13 Bexar County Clerk (web site), Warranty Deed: Donna Roth and Louise A. White to Chuck B. and Nancy Hendryx, 
22 November 1994, OPR, vol. 6273, p. 589.  
14 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, San Antonio, Texas: 1911-1952, vol. 5W, sheet 534. 
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The primary elevation features a prominent chimney right of center with the front door at its left. An infilled 
patio sits at the northeast corner, and a single window with decorative surround is right of the chimney. The 
east elevation has a casement window in the infilled wall of the patio, in the northernmost arch. A set of 
three ganged wood windows sits near the southwest corner under the gable. The southern end of this 
elevation has three ganged wood windows followed by a pair of ganged wood windows. 
 
The rear (south) elevation, left to right, has a single window followed by a rear door and another single 
window infilled with glass block. Two pairs of ganged wood windows follow. A covered wood porch with 
metal balustrade capped in wood is found at the southwest corner of the elevation. A second smaller brick 
chimney extending from the rear half of the roof is visible from this elevation.  
 
Staff could not photograph all of the west elevation, but were able to observe a pair of ganged windows near 
the northwest corner followed by a single window.  
 
The rear detached garage has a hipped roof with visible rafter tails and a shed roof over the west addition. 
The west addition is built like a greenhouse, with full-length windows. The historic garage has barn-style 
doors followed by a single one-over-one wood window and a modern door. There are overlapping corrugated 
metal awnings above the doors and window. The garage sits south of a detached metal carport.  
 
Character-defining features of 1622 W Huisache include: 

 Gold-brown brick façade with white cast concrete details 
 One-over-one wood windows 
 Arched patio at the northeast corner of the home 
 Detached Craftsman-style garage 

 
4. Landmark Criteria 
The property meets the following criteria under UDC 35-607(b): 

 3: Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the development 
of the community, county, state, or nation; as home of former San Antonio mayor R. N. White. 

 5: Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the 
study of a period, type, method of construction, or use of indigenous materials; as an example of 
a Tudor Revival residence with heavy Spanish Eclectic influence. 

 13: It bears an important and significant relationship to other distinctive structures, sites, or 
areas, either as an important collection of properties or architectural style or craftsmanship 
with few intrusions, or by contributing to the overall character of the area according to the 
plan based on architectural, historic or cultural motif; the structure contributes to an eligible 
historic district and to a well-maintained collection of homes on the 1600 block of W Huisache that 
could be described as either Spanish Eclectic with Tudor Revival influence, or the inverse—Tudor 
Revival with Spanish Eclectic influence—depending on the dominant characteristics of each 
residence. 

 
5. Staff Recommendation 
A property must meet at least three of the 16 criteria used to evaluate eligibility for landmark designation, 
and this assessment determines that 1622 W Huisache Ave meets this threshold. Therefore, staff 
recommends a finding of historic significance for the property at 1622 W Huisache Ave. Further research 
may reveal additional significance associated with this structure. 
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Primary (north) elevation 
 

 
Primary (north) and west elevations  
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East elevation 
 

 
Rear (south) elevation 
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Detached garage 
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1622 W Huisache contributes to a collection of Spanish Eclectic/Tudor Revival homes found on the 1600 
block of W Huisache. Examples included below. 
 

 
1610 W Huisache 
 

 
1619 W Huisache 
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1628 W Huisache 
 

 
1636 W Huisache 
 
 











































1

Jessica L. Anderson (OHP)

From: Elia Reyna 
Sent: Wednesday, July 24, 2019 2:47 PM
To: Jessica L. Anderson (OHP); Ana Sandoval (City Council)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Owner-initiated application for landmark designation in D1/Jefferson: 1622 

W. Huisache

The Jefferson Neighborhood Association fully supports the owner's initiated landmark request of this property. 
 
Elia Reyna, JNA Co-President  




