
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 
February 19, 2020 

 
HDRC CASE NO: 2020-054 
ADDRESS: 516 PIERCE 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 1260 BLK LOT 47 
ZONING: IDZ-3 
CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 2 
DISTRICT: Government Hill Historic District 
APPLICANT: Ashley Farrimond/Kaufman & Killen, Inc. 
OWNER: SA QUAD VENTURES LLC 
TYPE OF WORK: Relocation of a historic structure within the Government Hill Historic District 
APPLICATION RECEIVED: January 31, 2020 
60-DAY REVIEW: March 30, 2020 
CASE MANAGER: Huy Pham 
REQUEST: 
The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to relocate the historic structure located at 516 
Pierce to 303 Spofford. The structure will remain within the Government Hill Historic District. 

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 
Sec. 35-613. - Relocation of a Landmark or Property Located in a Historic District.  

(a)  In considering whether to recommend approval or disapproval of a certificate application to relocate a building, 
object or structure designated a historic landmark or located in a historic district, the historic and design review 
commission shall be guided by the following considerations:  

(1)  The historic character and aesthetic interest the building, structure or object contributes to its present setting;  
(2)  Whether there are definite plans for the area to be vacated and what the effect of those plans on the character of 

the surrounding area will be;  
(3)  Whether the building, structure, or object can be moved without significant damage to its physical integrity;  
(4)  Whether the proposed relocation area is compatible with the historical and architectural character of the 

building, object, or structure.  
(5)  Balancing the contribution of the property to the character of the historic district with the special merit of the 

application.  

(b)  Should an application to relocate a building, object or structure be approved, the historic preservation officer shall 
ensure that the new location is already zoned historic or shall review whether such location should be designated.  

(c)  The historic preservation officer may approve applications for relocation for properties deemed noncontributing to 
the historic character of a historic district.  

(Ord. No. 2010-06-24-0616, § 2, 6-24-10) 

 
FINDINGS: 

a. The primary historic structure at 516 Pierce was constructed circa 1915 in the Craftsman style and contributes to 
the Government Hill Historic District. The one-story single-family structure features primary hipped roof  with a 
front facing gable over the inset porch, square wood columns with tapered bases to grade, etched column capitals, 
Craftsman style front-facing wood railing, wood lap siding, and wood sash windows.  

b. RELOCATION – The applicant has proposed to relocate the structure from 516 Pierce to the vacant lot at 303 
Spofford; both locations are located within the Government Hill Historic District. 

c. CASE HISTORY – At the April 3, 2019, the Historic and Design Review Commission granted conceptual 
approval to 1. relocate the historic structure located at 516 Pierce and 2. construct a five story, multi-family 
residential structure on the vacant lots bounded by E Carson to the south, Quitman to the north and Pierce Avenue 
to the East – with staff stipulations.  

d. HISTORIC CHARACTER IN PRESENT SETTING – Per the UDC Sec. 35-613,(a)(1), the Historic and Design 
Review shall consider he historic character and aesthetic interest the building, structure or object contributes to its 
present setting. The structure is currently located at the corner of Quitman and Pierce, immediately surrounded by 
vacant lots, and most adjacent to Carson Street Christian Church, a United States Postal Service building, San 



Antonio International Hostel, Bullis House Inn, and an Army Lodge.  Staff finds that the location at 516 Pierce no 
longer relates to the residential development pattern historically at the corner of Quitman and Pierce. 

e. EFFECTS OF VACATED  AREA – Per the UDC Sec. 35-613,(a)(2), the Historic and Design Review 
Commission shall consider  whether there are definite plans for the area to be vacated and what the effect of those 
plans on the character of the surrounding area will be. As noted in finding c, a multi-family residential 
development is proposed on the existing lot, as well as adjacent lots. 

f. ABILITY TO RELOCATE – Per the UDC. Sec. 35-613.(a)3) the Historic and Design Review Commission shall 
consider whether the building, structure, or object can be moved without significant damage to its physical 
integrity. Based on photographic evidence, staff finds that the structure sufficiently intact and structurally stable to 
be relocated. However, an engineering report and/or relocation contract should be submitted to staff prior to the 
issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness. 

g. COMPATIBILITY OF PROPOSED LOCATION – Per the UDC Sec.35-613.(a)(4), the Historic and Design 
Review Commission shall consider  whether the proposed relocation area is compatible with the historical and 
architectural character of the building, object, or structure. The proposed property at 303 Spofford is located at the 
corner of Spofford and Interstate 35 Frontage Rd, is adjacent to two historic Folk Victorian residential structures 
and one infill residential structure constructed circa 1988. The 1912 Sanborn map also depicts a residential 
structure similar in footprint to 516 Pierce at 303 Spofford. Staff finds that the residential development pattern, 
the corner location, and the similar historic footprint supports the compatibility of the structure at 516 Pierce at 
the proposed location. 

h. HISTORIC CONTRIBUTION AND DESIGNATION – Per the UDC. Sec. 35-613.(a)(5), the Historic and Design 
Review Commission shall consider balancing the contribution of the property to the character of the historic 
district with the special merit of the application. Per the UDC. Sec. 35-613(b)., the historic preservation officer 
shall ensure that the new location is already zoned historic or shall review whether such location should be 
designated. Staff finds that relocation the structure within the same historic district is consistent with both UDC 
provisions.  

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval based on findings b through g with the stipulation that an engineering report and/or relocation 
contract be submitted to staff for review prior to the issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness.  
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HDRC Application

516 Pierce & 303 Spofford

100 West Houston Street, Suite 1250, San Antonio, Texas 78205-1457 
TELE: (210) 227-2000 FAX: (210) 227-2001 www.kk-lawfirm.com



Project Description 

The request is for approval to relocate the single-family structure at 516 Pierce 
Avenue to 303 Spofford Avenue. Both properties are located within the boundaries 
of the Government Hill Historic District.  

On April 3, 2019 the HDRC granted conceptual approval for design related to the 
construction of a mixed-use project located between Carson Street & Quitman 
Street within Government Hill. As part of the conceptual approval, the applicant 
requested the relocation of the house at 516 Pierce Avenue. The applicant was 
required to come back to the HDRC for final approval of the new location. The 
location of 303 Spofford Avenue has been determined, and the applicant is 
seeking final approval of the relocation location and plan. 



Photos

HDRC Application – 516 Pierce & 303 Spofford



51
6

PI
ER

CE
AV

E



51
6

PI
ER

CE
AV

E



51
6

PI
ER

CE
AV

E



51
6

PI
ER

CE
AV

E



51
6

PI
ER

CE
AV

E



30
3 

SP
OF

FO
RD

 A
VE

 



30
3 

SP
OF

FO
RD

 A
VE

 



30
3 

SP
OF

FO
RD

 A
VE

 



30
3 

SP
OF

FO
RD

 A
VE

 



30
3 

SP
OF

FO
RD

 A
VE

 



Site Plan

HDRC Application – 516 Pierce & 303 Spofford
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Elevations

HDRC Application – 516 Pierce & 303 Spofford
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