
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 
October 07, 2020 

 
HDRC CASE NO: 2020-422 
ADDRESS: 100 PLAZA DE ARMAS 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 865 BLK LOT P-100 ARB CITY HALL 
ZONING: D 
CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 1 
DISTRICT: Main/Military Plaza Historic District 
APPLICANT: Mari Tamez/Canary Islands Descendants Association 
OWNER: CITY OF SAN ANTONIO 
TYPE OF WORK: Historic marker installation  
APPLICATION RECEIVED: July 22, 2020 
60-DAY REVIEW: Not applicable due to City Council Emergency Orders 
CASE MANAGER: Rachel Rettaliata 
REQUEST: 
The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to install a historical marker at 100 Plaza de Armas.  

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 
Sec. 35-645. - Signs and Billboards on Public Property or Right-of-Way. 
 
(a) General Provisions. All non-regulatory signage on public property, on the public right-of-way, or overhanging the 
public right-of-way shall conform to all city codes and must be approved by the historic preservation officer prior to 
installation. Permits must be obtained following approval of the application. The historic preservation officer may 
submit an application under this section to the historic and design review commission for their recommendation prior to 
approving, denying, or approving with conditions the application. Memorials, markers, naming rights of public property, 
and recognition of charitable donations given to the City of San Antonio shall be additionally governed by existing 
policies for memorials and markers and/or any formal action passed by city council. Temporary displays approved by 
the department exercising control of the public property are authorized if in accordance with chapter 28 of the City Code 
of San Antonio, Texas. 

FINDINGS: 

a. The property located at 101 Plaza de Armas is the location of San Antonio City Hall. The applicant is requesting 
a Certificate of Appropriateness to install an adorned bronze plaque mounted to a post on the east side of the 
property to commemorate the arrival of the Canary Islanders in 1731, who were sent by Royal decree to 
establish the first civil government in what is now Texas.  

b. MARKER DESIGN – The applicant is requesting approval to install an adorned bronze plaque. The plaque will 
be installed at the east side of the property flanking the north side of the entrance walkway to City Hall. The 
plaque will be located adjacent to an existing post-mounted Texas Historical Commission subject marker. The 
proposed plaque will be mounted on a pole and will measure a total height of 6 feet to match the existing Texas 
Historical Commission Plaque. Staff finds that the proposed plaque is in accordance with UDC Section 35-645 
and is appropriate. 

c. MARKER LOCATION – The applicant has proposed to install the marker on the east side of City Hall grounds, 
on the north side of the entrance walkway parallel to the existing post-mounted Texas Historical Commission 
subject marker. The applicant has proposed this location, with the plaque facing east toward the San Fernando 
Cathedral, to honor the two locations tied to the genesis of modern-day San Antonio. The commemorative 
landscape of City Hall currently features approximately eight markers, plaques, and monuments. Staff finds the 
proposed location to be appropriate in relation to the location of existing monuments, markers, and plaques on 
City Hall grounds and because it will provide symmetry to the existing Texas Historical Commission subject 
marker.  

d. MARKER POLICY – The applicant has met all requirements of the City of San Antonio Monuments, 
Memorials, Markers and Plaques Policy. The applicant has assumed financial responsibility for the complete 
design, manufacturing, installation, and maintenance endowment to ensure the adequate quality care for the 



marker. The applicant has provided evidence of existing funding for the proposed adorned bronze plaque and all 
associated costs. Improvements made on City lands become the property of the City of San Antonio. The final 
text on the plaque will be reviewed by the City’s Cultural Historian.  

e. ARCHAEOLOGY – The project shall comply with all federal, state, and local laws, rules, and regulations 
regarding archaeology, as applicable.  

RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval based on findings a through e with the following stipulation:  

1. ARCHAEOLOGY – The project shall comply with all federal, state, and local laws, rules, and regulations 
regarding archaeology, as applicable. 
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Architecture
Planning
Interior Design
Preservation

1138 East Commerce Street
San Antonio, Texas 78205
210/226-1246

Revisions

Mark Date Description

Architects

97500

2425 Broadway, Suite 105
San Antonio, Texas  78215

p.   210.828.1155
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LANDSCAPE SITE
REFERENCE PLAN

L200.3

SHEETS L202.3, L204.3

SHEETS L201.3, L203.3

1. THE GENERAL CONTRACTOR SHALL SCHEDULE A
PRE-CONSTRUCTION CONFERENCE WITH LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
PRIOR TO MOBILIZATION TO DISCUSS AND MARK ALL TREES TO BE
PROTECTED AND REMOVED.

2. THE GENERAL CONTRACTOR SHALL NOTIFY LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
OF ANY EXISTING CONDITIONS THAT PREVENT CONSTRUCTION AS
DETAILED.

3. ALL DIMENSIONS MUST BE VERIFIED ON SITE.  NOTIFY THE
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT IF THERE ARE ANY DISCREPANCIES BEFORE
PROCEEDING WITH THE WORK.

4. CONTRACTOR SHALL IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY THE LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECT OF ANY QUESTIONS THAT MAY ARISE CONCERNING THE
INTENT, PLACEMENT, OR LIMITS OF DIMENSIONS NECESSARY FOR
THE CONSTRUCTION OF THIS PROJECT.

5. THE GENERAL CONTRACTOR IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ESTABLISHING
SUBGRADE FOR ALL HARDSCAPE AND PLANTING AREAS.  SUBGRADE
FOR PLANTING AREAS SHALL BE 18" BELOW LABELED FINISH GRADE
TO RECEIVE 14" SOIL MIX AND 4" MULCH BY LANDSCAPE
CONTRACTOR.  DO NOT EXCAVATE IN THE ROOT PROTECTION ZONE
OF EXISTING TREES.  THOSE AREAS ARE TO RECEIVE 2" OF COMPOST
MIXED INTO THE SOIL, BY HAND, AT TIME OF PLANTING.

6. CONTRACTOR SHALL ALERT LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT WHEN
SUBGRADE HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED FOR REVIEW PRIOR TO
BACKFILLING WITH SOIL MIX.

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION NOTES

NOTE:

SHADED AREA IN ARCHITECTURE SCOPE, REF. ARCH DRAWINGS.
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Canary Islands Descendants Association Project with the City of San Antonio 

Purpose:     To heighten awareness of the formation of the first civil government in Texas with 
the recognition that it was formally established in San Antonio in 1731.  

This will solidify the importance of the Plaza de las Islas Canarias area (Main Plaza) which the 
City of San Antonio recognized during the TriCentennial.  This will help tell the story  of where it 
all began and will strengthen the story telling of the site,  that is now the location of the 
municipal buildings ie... City Hall, Municipal Plaza and the City Frost Bank Tower.  This is an 
opportunity to have a larger narrative, as tour guides could use this marker to broaden their 
scope of their downtown storytelling to include City Hall.  It will allow for the Spanish Governors 
Palace and the proposed CIDA/ City Hall maker or monument in the front to have a significant 
impact in the telling of the area. This telling of the Spanish Colonial period is essential in 
expanding our World Heritage statement as to the development of the region and the 
important role this area played in the development of the region.   

The project will inform locals and visitors alike of the first municipal government (attached) and 
we ask that the City of San Antonio (OHP) recommend any suggestions to the narrative.  We 
see this project as part of the celebration and completion and of  the City Hall restoration 
project.  

Location:  We propose that the selected site be facing  San Fernando Cathedral as to tie in the 
entire footprint of  the beginnings of San Antonio.  Site 1  A marker located by the walkway 
steps of City Hall.  Site 2  A rock base monument with a bronze plaque on the left hand side of 
the City Hall grounds facing San Fernando.  Site 3 A rock base monument with a bronze plaque  
on the right hand side of City Hall grounds facing San Fernando.   

Structure:  CIDA has selected Southwell as the designer of the plaque.  We propose for site 1 a 
bronze plaque located on the walls to the stairs leading up to City Hall.  On Site 2 & 3 we 
recommend a 3 ft. rock monument with a bronze plaque affixed.   We recommend using  
material consistent with City Hall as to be aesthetically pleasing, possibly rock  or granite and 
the plaque in bronze.  The Canary Islands Descendants Association will pay for the marker and 
will donate the marker to the City of San Antonio in perpetuity.  We will pay for the installation 
and any necessary cost associated with placing the plaque on City property.   

Cost: CIDA will be paying for the cost of the marker which Southwell has designed.  Our cost for 
the bronze plaque  is $2500.00.  If another site is selected that requires a base CIDA will also 
provide the price for that and will pay for that cost.     
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