
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 
March 17, 2021 

 
HDRC CASE NO: 2021-107 
ADDRESS: 6161 GIBBS-SPRAWL RD 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 17629 P-1 (17.015) P-8 (.376) 
ZONING: R-6 
CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 2 
APPLICANT: Cullen Colrane/Vickrey & Associates 
OWNER: Desiree Salmon/CITY OF SAN ANTONIO 
TYPE OF WORK: Park improvements 
APPLICATION RECEIVED: February 26, 2021 
60-DAY REVIEW: Not Applicable Due to City Council Emergency Orders 
CASE MANAGER: Rachel Rettaliata 
REQUEST: 
The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for approval to: 

1. Replace gravel overflow parking with 10 paved parking spaces. 
2. Construct a new dog park.  
3. Install park amenities.  
4. Install a Portland Loo restroom. 
5. Install a shade structure. 
6. Install a new concrete walkway.  

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 

UDC Section 35-450. General Rules.  
(a)Area of Jurisdiction. A certificate of appropriateness is required and shall be secured by a party prior to the issuance 
of a permit from the department of planning and development services before said party will be allowed to undertake 
activities affecting a designated historic landmark, property within a designated historic district, a state archaeological 
landmark, a recorded Texas historical landmark, property within a National Register Historic District, property listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places, a National Historic Landmark, property within the river improvement overlay 
district, public property, public rights-of-way, or public art.  

 
UDC Sec. 35-641. - Design Considerations for Historic and Design Review Commission Recommendations. 
In reviewing an application, the historic and design review commission shall be aware of the importance of attempting 
to find a way to meet the current needs of the City of San Antonio, lessee or licensee of public property. The historic and 
design review commission shall also recognize the importance of recommending approval of plans that will be 
reasonable to implement. The best urban design standards possible can and should be employed with public property 
including buildings and facilities, parks and open spaces, and the public right-of-way. Design and construction on public 
property should employ such standards because the use of public monies for design and construction is a public trust. 
Public commitment to quality design should encourage better design by the private sector. Finally, using such design 
standards for public property improves the identity and the quality of life of the surrounding neighborhoods. 

 
UDC Sec 35-642. – New Construction of Buildings and Facilities: 
In considering whether to recommend approval or disapproval of a certificate, the historic and design review 
commission shall be guided by the following design considerations. These are not intended to restrict imagination, 
innovation or variety, but rather to assist in focusing on design principles, which can result in creative solutions that will 
enhance the city and its neighborhoods. Good and original design solutions that meet the individual requirements of a 
specific site or neighborhood are encouraged and welcomed. 
(a) Site and Setting. 
(1) Building sites should be planned to take into consideration existing natural climatic and topographical 
features. The intrusive leveling of the site should be avoided. Climatic factors such as sun, wind, and 
temperature should become an integral part of the design to encourage design of site-specific facilities which 
reinforces the individual identity of a neighborhood and promotes energy efficient facilities. 



(2) Special consideration should be given to maintain existing urban design characteristics, such as 
setbacks, building heights, streetscapes, pedestrian movement, and traffic flow. Building placement should 
enhance or create focal points and views. Continuity of scale and orientation shall be emphasized. 
(3) Accessibility from streets should be designed to accommodate safe pedestrian movement as well as 
vehicular traffic. Where possible, parking areas should be screened from view from the public right-of-way by 
attractive fences, berms, plantings or other means. 
(4) Historically significant aspects of the site shall be identified and if possible incorporated into the site 
design. Historic relationships between buildings, such as plazas or open spaces, boulevards or axial 
relationships should be maintained. 

FINDINGS: 
a. The property located at 6161 Gibbs Sprawl is commonly known as Lou Kardon Park and is located northeast of 

downtown. The park is bound by Gibbs Sprawl to the south, Castle Cross to the west, green space between the 
park and East Village to the north, and green space to the east. The proposed park improvements include 
installing new paved parking spaces, parking lot lighting, park amenities, a new dog park, a new Portland Loo 
restroom, concrete walkways, and shade structures. 

b. PARKING LOT INSTALLATION – The applicant has proposed to install 10 new paved parking spaces and 
parking lot lighting to the west of the existing parking lot that is accessed from Gibbs Sprawl. The parking lot 
addition will be connected to the park and proposed dog park by accessible walkways. Staff finds the proposal 
consistent with the UDC. 

c. DOG PARK – The applicant has proposed to construct a fully enclosed dog park with areas for small and large 
dogs. The proposed dog park will be located west of the existing and proposed parking lots. The dog park will 
include wire mesh panel fencing installed in concrete footings. The proposed fencing will be 6 feet in height for 
the large dog area and 4 feet in height for the small dog area. The dog park will feature an all-dog entry gate and 
a small dog entry gate, mulch area, concrete walks, trash & recycling receptacles, picnic benches with shade, 
dog waste dispensers, a drinking fountain, and a 2-bowl dog drinking fountain. Staff finds the proposal 
generally appropriate. 

d. SIGNAGE – The applicant has proposed to install new signage for the proposed dog park. The signage proposal 
includes a 4-foot-tall steel post sign in concrete footings with a dog park rules sign of approximately 9 square 
feet with a dark green background and white text. Additional standard Parks dog park signage is proposed as 
well as two signs with emergency information and pet waste disposal information. Staff finds the proposal 
consistent with the UDC.  

e. SHADE STRUCTURE – The applicant has proposed to install five cantilever umbrella shade structures. One 
shade structure will be 15’x15’, two of these structures are proposed for the dog park and two more are 
proposed for existing picnic areas. The second shade structure will be 25’x22’, and this shade structure is 
proposed to cover an existing exercise equipment area. The proposed shade canopy features a large shade 
canopy supported by a metal post and arm set in concrete. Staff finds the proposal appropriate. 

f. RESTROOM FACILITY – The applicant has proposed to install a Portland Loo restroom facility to the north of 
the existing parking lot. Staff finds the proposal appropriate.  

g. WALKWAY INSTALLATION – The applicant has proposed to install new concrete paving to connect the new 
and existing parking lots with the dog park and the existing walking trail. The proposed paving will range from 
6’-6” in width to 8’ in width. Staff finds the proposal consistent with the UDC. 

h. ARCHAEOLOGY – The project shall comply with all federal, state, and local laws, rules, and regulations 
regarding archaeology, as applicable.  

RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval based on findings a through h with the following stipulation:  

i. ARCHAEOLOGY – The project shall comply with all federal, state, and local laws, rules, and regulations 
regarding archaeology, as applicable. 
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12940 Country Parkway San Antonio, TX 78216
Telephone: (210) 349-3271

Firm Registration No: F-159
TBPLS Firm Registration No: 10004100
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