
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 
May 5. 2021 

 
HDRC CASE NO:  2021-211 
ADDRESS:   135 LEOPOLD 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 2959 BLK  1 LOT 10 NCB 3553 BLK 1 LOT W TRI 35 FT OF A 
ZONING:   R-6 
CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 1 
APPLICANT:   James Mark Shannon 
OWNER:   James Mark Shannon 
TYPE OF WORK:  Historic landmark designation 
 
REQUEST: 
The applicant is requesting a finding of historic significance for the property located at 135 Leopold St. 
 
APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 
Unified Development Code Sec. 35-606. - Designation Process for Historic Landmarks.  

a. Authority. Requests for landmark designation may only be made by or with the concurrence of the property 
owner. In instances where a property owner does not consent to the landmark designation, the historic 
preservation officer shall request a resolution from city council to proceed with the designation process prior to 
any zoning commission hearing. Notwithstanding the foregoing, a request for landmark designation may be made 
and approved by the city council. To the extent that this subsection conflicts with any other provisions of this 
chapter, this paragraph shall control except for buildings, objects, sites, structures, or clusters heretofore 
designated as local landmarks or districts, National Register landmarks or districts, state historic landmarks or 
sites, or state archaeological landmarks or sites. Additionally, requests for designation shall be made on a form 
obtained from the city historic preservation officer through the office of historic preservation. Completed request 
forms shall be returned to the office of historic preservation for processing. All buildings, objects, sites, structures, 
or clusters heretofore designated by the city council as historic landmarks under any pre-existing ordinance of the 
City of San Antonio shall be accorded the protection of properties designated historic landmarks under this 
chapter and shall continue to bear the words "historic, exceptional" (HE) or "historic, significant" (HS) in their 
zoning designation.  

b. Designation of Historic Landmarks.  
1. Initiation. Any person, the historic and design review commission, zoning commission, the historic 

preservation officer, or the city council may initiate a historic landmark designation by filing an application 
with the historic preservation officer. Requests for designation shall be made on a form obtained from the city 
historic preservation officer. Completed request forms shall be returned to the office of historic preservation 
for processing. Owner consent for historic landmark designation shall be required unless a city council 
resolution to proceed with the designation has been approved. Additionally, owners may submit with the 
application a written description and photographs or other visual material of any buildings or structures that 
they wish to be considered for designation as non-contributing to the historic landmark. 

2. Decision. The historic preservation officer shall refer a completed application for historic landmark 
designation to the historic and design review commission. Property owners of proposed historic landmarks 
shall be notified of the historic and design review commission hearing by the historic preservation officer by 
mail prior to a historic and design review commission hearing for historic landmark designation. Notice to 
property owners shall state the place, date, time and purpose of the historic and design review commission 
hearing. The historic preservation officer shall also send notice of the meeting to any registered neighborhood 
associations located within the proposed district boundary. The historic and design review commission shall 
make and forward its recommendation to the zoning commission within forty-five (45) days from the date of 
submittal of the designation request by the historic preservation officer. Upon submittal of the historic and 
design review commission's recommendation, the proposed historic district or landmark designation shall be 
submitted to the zoning commission for its review recommendations along with its finding of historic 
significance. The zoning commission and the city council shall process the application as prescribed 
in section 35-421 of this chapter and this section. The zoning commission shall schedule a hearing on 
the historic and design review commission recommendation to be held within sixty (60) days of receipt of 
such recommendation and shall forward its recommendation to city council which shall schedule a hearing to 
be held within sixty (60) days of council's receipt of such recommendation. Upon passage of any ordinance 

https://library.municode.com/tx/san_antonio/codes/unified_development_code?nodeId=ARTIVPR_DIV3ZOPR_S35-421ZOAM


designating a historic landmark, or removing or upgrading the designation of historic, the city clerk shall send 
notice of the fact by mail to the owner or owners of affected property. 

 
Unified Development Code Sec. 35-607. – Designation Criteria for Historic Districts and Landmarks.  

a. Process for Considering Designation of Historic Districts and Landmarks. Historic districts and landmarks 
shall be evaluated for designation using the criteria listed in subsection (b) and the criteria applied to evaluate 
properties for inclusion in the National Register. In order to be eligible for historic landmark designation, 
properties shall meet at least three (3) of the criteria listed. Historic districts shall consist of at least two (2) or 
more structures within a legally defined boundary that meet at least three (3) of the criteria. Additionally, all 
designated landmarks and districts shall demonstrate clear delineation of the legal boundaries of such designated 
resources. 

b. Criteria for Evaluation.  
5. Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the study of a 

period, type, method of construction, or use of indigenous materials;  
8. Its historical, architectural, or cultural integrity of location, design, materials, and workmanship; 
13. It bears an important and significant relationship to other distinctive structures, sites, or areas, either 

as an important collection of properties or architectural style or craftsmanship with few intrusions, or 
by contributing to the overall character of the area according to the plan based on architectural, 
historic or cultural motif. 
 

FINDINGS: 
a. The request for landmark designation was initiated by the property owner.  
b. HISTORIC CONTEXT: The property at 135 Leopold includes a single-story free classic Queen Anne residence 

built in 1908 by Louis Loessberg for Albert and Emma Merklen with three rear accessory buildings. It is located 
in the Lavaca neighborhood of City Council District 1. James Mark Shannon currently owns the property. Albert 
and Emma Merklen purchased Lot 10 in 1908 from Emil Scherrer, whose late father Leopold Scherrer is the 
namesake of this street. In September 1908, the Merklens contracted Louis Loessberg to build their home. The 
house was built in the free classic Queen Anne style, popular in the U.S. from 1880 to 1910. Typical features of 
this style found on the subject structure include a pyramidal roof with lower intersecting gables, classic (round) 
columns, decorative leaded glass windows found on the gable and in the front door. The Merklens added to the 
house by 1931. The Merklen Family retained ownership of the property through three generations, until 1996, 
when it was sold the home to the current owner. The rear accessory structure dates to between 1952 and 1963; the 
garage was added by 1931. The shed-roofed screened-in porch at the north edge of the parcel was built by the 
current owner.  

c. SITE CONTEXT: The structure is located on the north side of Leopold St, on a block bounded to the south by 
Leopold St, the west by S Presa St, the north by Lotus Ave, and the west by Panama Ave and N. U.S. Hwy 281. 
the property is located in an area bordered by three local historic districts (Lavaca to the north, King William to 
the northwest, and Mission to the southwest) and in a neighborhood that contains multiple individual landmarks. 
Nearby individual landmarks include 115 Leopold, 122 Leopold, 131 Leopold, 214 Lotus, and 224 Lotus. The 
parcel has a divorced concrete sidewalk with xeriscaped easement, and a concrete sidewalk leading from the street 
to the front porch. A wood picket fence about three feet tall encloses the front yard, which has tall wood gates 
under a pergola at the center. The concrete path and steps to the front porch are clad in stone. The rear garage is 
accessed via an alley that runs along the north side of the parcel. The backyard is enclosed using a combination of 
live bamboo, wood and bamboo fencing, corrugated steel, and mesquite. Much of the backyard is covered in 
grass, with the north end paved in decomposed stone. 

d. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: The house has a standing-seam metal pyramidal roof with intersecting 
wings and a separate shed roof over the wood front porch. There are dormers on the north and south sides of the 
pyramidal roof. The porch is supported by classic columns with a short balustrade. The house is clad in wood 
siding, with decorative shingles in the north and east gables and on the dormers; the skirt is clad in stucco. The 
primary entrance is a 15-lite wood door with a transom. The gable on the primary elevation has a wood sash 
window with leaded glass upper lite over a single-lite sash. Other windows are two-over-two with wood sashes. 
There north elevation has a door at center flanked by two-over-two wood windows under a cantilevered roof. 
There is a wood casement window west of the cantilevered roof. The rear concrete porch and path leading to rear 
accessory structures are clad in stone. The southernmost accessory structure has a saltbox form, standing seam 
metal roof, sliding barn doors, and is clad in cedar shingles. The end-gabled garage, also clad in shingles, and has 
a standing-seam metal roof and opens to the north. Both structures have exposed rafter tails. The shed-roof 



screened-in porch at the north end of the lot is wood framed. Character defining features of 135 Leopold include 
the pyramidal roof with dormers, wood front porch with classic columns and short balustrade under a separate 
shed roof, decorative shingles in the north and east gables, decorative shingles on dormers, leaded-glass windows 
and doors (where present), two-over-two wood windows (where present), wood casement window on north 
elevation, and the end-gabled garage with exposed rafter tails. 

e. EVALUATION: In order to be eligible for historic landmark designation, properties shall meet at least three (3) 
of the 16 criteria listed. Staff evaluated the structure against all 16 criteria and determined that it was consistent 
with UDC sec. 35-607(b): 

5. Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the study of a 
period, type, method of construction, or use of indigenous materials; the house is an example of a free 
classic Queen Anne residence, a style popular in the U.S. from 1880 to 1910. 

8. Its historical, architectural, or cultural integrity of location, design, materials, and workmanship; 
the house is an example of a multigenerational home, built for Albert and Emma Merklen passed down 
two subsequent generations of the Merklen Family.  

13. It bears an important and significant relationship to other distinctive structures, sites, or areas, 
either as an important collection of properties or architectural style or craftsmanship with few 
intrusions, or by contributing to the overall character of the area according to the plan based on 
architectural, historic or cultural motif; the property is located in an area bordered by three local 
historic districts (Lavaca to the north, King William to the northwest, and Mission to the southwest) and 
in a neighborhood that contains multiple individual landmarks. Staff has identified this area as an eligible 
local historic district; should this part of the Lavaca neighborhood choose to designate, the house would 
be considered contributing.  

f. The City offers a tax incentive for the substantial rehabilitation of historic properties because historic landmarks 
possess cultural and historical value and contribute to the overall quality and character of the City and its 
neighborhoods. If historic designation is approved, rehabilitation and restoration work may be eligible for this 
incentive. State and Federal tax incentives are also available for properties listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places and provide substantial relief for rehabilitation projects. 

g. If the HDRC approves the Finding of Historic Significance, then the recommendation for designation is submitted 
to the zoning commission. The zoning commission will schedule a hearing and then forward its recommendation 
to the City Council. City Council has the ultimate authority to approve the historic designation zoning overlay. 

h. Per UDC Sec. 35-453, once the commission makes a recommendation for designation, property owners must 
receive a written approval (a Certificate of Appropriateness) for any exterior work until the City Council makes 
their final decision. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval of a finding of historic significance and that the Historic and Design Review Commission 
should recommend approval for the landmark designation of 135 Leopold St to the Zoning Commission and to the City 
Council based on findings a through e. 
 
CASE MANAGER: Jessica Anderson 
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Bexar CAD

Tax Year: 2021Property Search Results > 138242 SHANNON JAMES
MARK for Year 2021

Property

Account
Property ID: 138242 Legal Descrip�on: NCB 2959 BLK 1 LOT 10 NCB 3553 BLK 1 LOT

W TRI 35 FT OF A
Geographic ID: 02959-001-0100 Zoning: R-6
Type: Real Agent Code:
Property Use Code: 001   
Property Use Descrip�on: Single Family   

Protest
Protest Status:
Informal Date:
Formal Date:

Loca�on
Address: 135 LEOPOLD ST 

SAN ANTONIO, TX 78210
Mapsco: 616F8

Neighborhood: DURANGO/ROOSEVELT Map ID:
Neighborhood CD: 57057 E-File Eligible

Owner
Name: SHANNON JAMES MARK Owner ID: 98470
Mailing Address: 135 LEOPOLD ST 

 SAN ANTONIO, TX 78210-1603
% Ownership: 100.0000000000%

  Exemp�ons: HS

Values

     
(+) Improvement Homesite Value: + $146,740  
(+) Improvement Non-Homesite Value: + $0  
(+) Land Homesite Value: + $202,130  
(+) Land Non-Homesite Value: + $0  Ag / Timber Use Value
(+) Agricultural Market Valua�on: + $0 $0
(+) Timber Market Valua�on: + $0 $0
  --------------------------  
(=) Market Value: = $348,870  
(–) Ag or Timber Use Value Reduc�on: – $0  
  --------------------------  
(=) Appraised Value: = $348,870  
(–) HS Cap: – $197,454  
  --------------------------  
(=) Assessed Value: = $151,416  

javascript:__doPostBack('propertyHeading$searchResults','')
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Taxing Jurisdic�on

Owner: SHANNON JAMES MARK   
% Ownership: 100.0000000000%   
Total Value: $348,870   

En�ty Descrip�on Tax Rate Appraised Value Taxable Value Es�mated Tax   
06 BEXAR CO RD & FLOOD 0.023668 $348,870 $148,416 $35.12   
08 SA RIVER AUTH 0.018580 $348,870 $146,416 $27.20   
09 ALAMO COM COLLEGE 0.149150 $348,870 $151,416 $225.84   
10 UNIV HEALTH SYSTEM 0.276235 $348,870 $151,416 $418.26   
11 BEXAR COUNTY 0.277429 $348,870 $151,416 $420.08   
21 CITY OF SAN ANTONIO 0.558270 $348,870 $146,416 $817.40   
57 SAN ANTONIO ISD 1.502300 $348,870 $121,416 $1,824.03   
CAD BEXAR APPRAISAL DISTRICT 0.000000 $348,870 $151,416 $0.00   
 Total Tax Rate: 2.805632    
  Taxes w/Current Exemp�ons: $3,767.93   
  Taxes w/o Exemp�ons: $9,788.01   

Improvement / Building

Improvement
#1:

Residen�al State
Code:

A1 Living
Area:

1442.0 sq� Value: $138,350

 
Type Descrip�on Class

CD Exterior Wall Year
Built SQFT

 LA Living Area A - WS 1924 1442.0
 ENC2 Enclosure - 2nd level A - NO 1924 300.0
 OP A�ached Open Porch A - NO 1924 192.0

Improvement
#2:

Residen�al State
Code:

A1 Living
Area:

sq� Value: $5,980

 
Type Descrip�on Class

CD Exterior Wall Year
Built SQFT

 GAR Detached Garage F - WS 0 289.0

Improvement
#3:

Residen�al State
Code:

A1 Living
Area:

sq� Value: $2,410

 
Type Descrip�on Class

CD Exterior Wall Year
Built SQFT

 RSH Shed F - NO 0 360.0

Land

# Type Descrip�on Acres Sq� Eff Front Eff Depth Market Value Prod. Value
1 RES R/1 Family not Farm Single 0.2210 9625.00 0.00 0.00 $202,130 $0

Roll Value History

Year Improvements Land Market Ag Valua�on Appraised HS Cap Assessed
2021 $146,740 $202,130 0 348,870 $197,454 $151,416
2020 $67,870 $202,130 0 270,000 $132,349 $137,651
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2019 $101,380 $140,620 0 242,000 $116,863 $125,137
2018 $90,210 $141,790 0 232,000 $118,239 $113,761
2017 $64,960 $135,040 0 200,000 $96,581 $103,419

Deed History - (Last 3 Deed Transac�ons)

# Deed Date Type Descrip�on Grantor Grantee Volume Page Deed Number
1 Deed Deed SHANNON,

JAMES MARK
6727 0102 0

2021 data current as of Apr 28 2021 1:24AM.
2020 and prior year data current as of Apr 2 2021 6:53AM

For property information, contact (210) 242-2432 or (210) 224-
8511 or email.

For website information, contact (210) 242-2500.

Website version: 1.2.2.33 Database last updated on: 4/28/2021 1:24 AM © N. Harris Computer Corpora�on

mailto:cs@bcad.org


    
 

1901 S. ALAMO ST, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78204 

210.207.0035 • Fax: 210.207.0199 • info@sapreservation.com • www.sapreservation.com 
 

Statement of Significance 
 
Property Address:  135 Leopold 
 
1. Application Details 

Applicant: James Mark Shannon 
Type: Application for Historic Landmark Designation 
Date Received: 9 April 2021 

 
2. Findings 
The property at 135 Leopold includes a single-story free classic Queen Anne residence built in 1908 by Louis 
Loessberg for Albert and Emma Merklen1 with three rear accessory buildings. It is located in the Lavaca 
neighborhood of City Council District 1. James Mark Shannon currently owns the property. 
 
In 1898, Emil Scherrer was deeded land east of S Presa St by his parents, Leopold and Anna Scherrer.2 
Leopold and Anna lived at 1618 S Presa,3 now addressed 1626 S Presa and located at the northwest corner of 
S Presa and Leopold St. On July 22, 1899, son Albert found Leopold dead in his grape orchard with a 
gunshot wound to the head.4 Albert later testified he believed the death was accidental, stating there was a 
.22-caliber rifle beside Leopold when he was found.5 When Emil’s new block first appears in the city 
directory in 1907,6 it is named Leopold St after his father. 
 
Emil Scherrer sold Lot 10 along Leopold St to Albert and Emma Merklen in April 1908.7 In September 
1908, the Merklens contracted Louis Loessberg to build their home.8 The house was built in the free classic 
Queen Anne style, popular in the U.S. from 1880 to 1910. Typical features of this style found on the subject 
structure include a pyramidal roof with lower intersecting gables, classic (round) columns, decorative leaded 
glass windows found on the gable and in the front door.9 The current owners added the colored glass to these 
lites, as well as the decorative trim seen around fenestration.10 
 
Albert Merklen worked for various meat markets in his early years on Leopold St, and later became a market 
manager for Piggly-Wiggly.11 His son Walter was employed in the same line of work, eventually settling 

 
1 Bexar County Clerk (web site). B&M Lien: Albert Merklen et ux to Louis Loessberg, 4 September 1908, M LN vol. 
T, p 593. 
2 Bexar County Clerk (web site). Deed: Leopold and Anna Scherrer to Emil Scherrer, 26 January 1898, Deed vol. 187, 
p. 301. 
3 “Killed By A Bullet.” The Sunday Light, Sunday, 23 July 1899, p. 5. 
4 Ibid. 
5 “Inquest Begun: Testimony on the death of Leopold Scherrer.” The Daily Light, Monday, 7 August 1899, p. 5. 
6 San Antonio City Directory, 1907, p. 589. 
7 Bexar County Clerk (web site). Deed: Emil Scherrer to Albert Merklen and Emma M. Merklen, 7 April 1908, Deed 
vol. 269, p. 637. 
8 Bexar County Clerk (web site). B&M Lien: Albert Merklen et ux to Louis Loessberg, 4 September 1908, M LN vol. 
T, p 593 
9 McAlester, Virginia. A Field Guide to American Houses: The Definitive Guide to Identifying and Understanding 
America's Domestic Architecture. Knopf, 2015, p. 344-70 and p. 396-405. 
10 OHP staff site visit, 21 April 2021. 
11 San Antonio City Directory, 1924, p. 717; 1931, p. 659; 1934, p. 703; 1948, p. 731. 
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into a position with meat-packing company Swift & Co.12 The Merklen Family owned the property until 
1996, deeding it down through three generations. Emma passed away at home in 1940;13 Albert resided in 
the home until his death in 1968.14 The year before he passed, Albert deeded 135 Leopold to sons Herbert 
and Walter;15 following their father’s death, Herbert deeded his half of the property to Walter.16 The Merklen 
Family retained ownership of the property until 1996, when Walter’s daughters Carolyn and Marilyn sold the 
home to the current owner, James Mark Shannon.17 
 
The house as it now appears has a larger footprint than was built by Loessberg for the Merklens in 1908. In 
1912, the house appears in a T-plan, with covered porches on the north and south sides of an intersecting 
wing. By 1931, the house has a larger footprint, though it retains its T-shape and porches at the north and 
south sides.18 The owner reports the roof of the original house is still visible from the newer attic space.19 
 
135 Leopold first appears on the 1912 Sanborn with a small rear accessory structure,20 but the footprint does 
not match either of the current structures that sit along the west edge of the parcel. By 1931, the property 
includes the garage,21 which still stands at the end of the alley-accessed driveway. The long and low 
accessory structure that sits between the garage and house was built between 1952 (when it does not appear 
on the Sanborn map22) and 1963. Historic aerials from 1963 clearly show the structure along the west edge of 
the parcel; trees obscure this part of the backyard in the 1955 aerials.23 The current owner reports he built the 
shed-roofed screened porch and at the north end of the parcel, added cedar shingles to the accessory structure 
closest to the house, and added the decorative trim and scrollwork found around fenestration and in the front 
gable of the house.24  
 
3. Architectural Description 
The property at 135 Leopold includes a single-story free classic Queen Anne residence built in 1908 with 
three rear accessory buildings. It is located in the Lavaca neighborhood of City Council District 1. James 
Mark Shannon currently owns the property. The structure is located on the north side of Leopold St, on a 
block bounded to the south by Leopold St, the west by S Presa St, the north by Lotus Ave, and the west by 
Panama Ave and N. U.S. Hwy 281. the property is located in an area bordered by three local historic districts 
(Lavaca to the north, King William to the northwest, and Mission to the southwest) and in a neighborhood 

 
12 San Antonio City Directory, 1931, p. 659; 1934, p. 703; 1948, p. 731; 1959, p. 842; 1960, p. 914. 
13 “Announcements—Deaths: Merklen, Mrs. Emma Marie Merklen.” San Antonio Express, Friday morning, 13 
September 1940, p. A-7. 
14 Find A Grave (web site). Albert Merklen, 1880-1968. Accessed 28 April 2021. Findagrave.com. 
15 Bexar County Clerk (web site). Warranty Deed: Albert Merklen to Walter Joe Merklen and Herbert Joe Merklen, 28 
January 1967, Deed vol. 5699, p. 596. 
16 Bexar County Clerk (web site). Warranty Deed: Herbert Joe Merklen to Walter Joe Merklen, 1 July 1968, Deed vol. 
6001, p. 377. 
17 Bexar County Clerk (web site). General Warranty Deed: Marilyn J. Merklen Franke and Carolyn A. Merklen Selsor 
to James Mark Shannon, 5 April 1996, OPR vol. 6727, p. 102. 
18 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map: San Antonio, Texas, 1912, vol. 3, sheet 260; 1931, vol. 3, sheet 327. 
19 OHP staff site visit, 21 April 2021. 
20 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map: San Antonio, Texas, 1912, vol. 3, sheet 260. 
21 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map: San Antonio, Texas, 1931, vol. 3, sheet 327. 
22 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map: San Antonio, Texas, 1911-1952, vol. 3, 1912, republished 1952, sheet 327. 
23 Historic Aerials (web site). 135 Leopold, San Antonio, Texas, 1955 and 1963. Accessed 28 April 2021. 
Historicaerials.com 
24 OHP staff site visit, 21 April 2021. 
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that contains multiple individual landmarks. Nearby individual landmarks include 115 Leopold, 122 
Leopold, 131 Leopold, 214 Lotus, and 224 Lotus. The parcel has a divorced concrete sidewalk with 
xeriscaped easement, and a concrete sidewalk leading from the street to the front porch. A wood picket fence 
about three feet tall encloses the front yard, which has tall wood gates under a pergola at the center. The 
concrete path and steps to the front porch are clad in stone. The rear garage is accessed via an alley that runs 
along the north side of the parcel. The backyard is enclosed using a combination of live bamboo, wood and 
bamboo fencing, corrugated steel, and mesquite. Much of the backyard is covered in grass, with the north 
end paved in decomposed stone. 
 
The house has a standing-seam metal pyramidal roof with intersecting wings and a separate shed roof over 
the wood front porch. There are dormers on the north and south sides of the pyramidal roof. The porch is 
supported by classic columns with a short balustrade. The house is clad in wood siding, with decorative 
shingles in the north and east gables and on the dormers; the skirt is clad in stucco. The primary entrance is a 
15-lite wood door with a transom. The gable on the primary elevation has a wood sash window with leaded 
glass upper lite over a single-lite sash. Other windows are two-over-two with wood sashes. There north 
elevation has a door at center flanked by two-over-two wood windows under a cantilevered roof. There is a 
wood casement window west of the cantilevered roof. The rear concrete porch and path leading to rear 
accessory structures are clad in stone. 
 
The southernmost accessory structure has a saltbox form, standing seam metal roof, sliding barn doors, and 
is clad in cedar shingles. The end-gabled garage, also clad in shingles, and has a standing-seam metal roof 
and opens to the north. Both structures have exposed rafter tails. The shed-roof screened-in porch at the north 
end of the lot is wood framed.  
 
Character-defining features of 135 Leopold include: 

• Pyramidal roof with dormers 
• Wood front porch with classic columns and short balustrade under a separate shed roof 
• Decorative shingles in the north and east gables 
• Decorative shingles on dormers 
• Leaded-glass windows and doors, where present 
• Two-over-two wood windows, where present 
• Wood casement window on north elevation, where present 
• End-gabled garage with exposed rafter tails 

4. Landmark Criteria 
The property meets the following criterion under UDC 35-607(b): 

• 5: Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the 
study of a period, type, method of construction, or use of indigenous materials; the house is an 
example of a free classic Queen Anne residence, a style popular in the U.S. from 1880 to 1910. 

• 8: Its historical, architectural, or cultural integrity of location, design, materials, and 
workmanship; the house is an example of a multigenerational home, built for Albert and Emma 
Merklen passed down two subsequent generations of the Merklen Family.  

• 13: It bears an important and significant relationship to other distinctive structures, sites, or 
areas, either as an important collection of properties or architectural style or craftsmanship 
with few intrusions, or by contributing to the overall character of the area according to the 
plan based on architectural, historic or cultural motif; the property is located in an area bordered 
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by three local historic districts (Lavaca to the north, King William to the northwest, and Mission to 
the southwest) and in a neighborhood that contains multiple individual landmarks. Staff has 
identified this area as an eligible local historic district; should this part of the Lavaca neighborhood 
choose to designate, the house would be considered contributing.  

5. Staff Recommendation 
A property must meet at least three of the 16 criteria used to evaluate eligibility for landmark designation, 
and this assessment determines that 135 Leopold meets this threshold. Therefore, staff recommends a finding 
of historic significance for the property at 135 Leopold. Further research may reveal additional significance 
associated with this property.  
 
 
 
While not required by the Unified Development Code, this document has been prepared by OHP staff that meet the 
Secretary of the Interior’s professional qualification standards for Architectural History as defined in 36 CFR Part 61. 
 
 

 
South (primary) elevation. 
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Southwest oblique. 
 

 
Southeast oblique. 
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North elevation. 
 

 
Accessory structure, garage, and screened-in porch in rear. 
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LAVACA NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
Proudly Serving San Antonio’s Oldest Residential 

Neighborhood 
P.O. BOX 831274  |  SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, 78283 

PRESIDENT@LAVACA.NET  |  WWW.LAVACA.NET 
 

April 26, 2021 
 
Jessica Anderson 
Office of Historic Preservation 
1901 S. Alamo St 
San Antonio, TX 78204 
 
Re: 135 Leopold St 

  
 
The Lavaca Neighborhood Association enthusiastically supports landmark 
designation of 135 Leopold St. This home is a wonderful example of 
historic architecture consistent with the Lavaca Historic District.  
 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Cherise J Rohr-Allegrini, PhD, MPH 
President 
 

 

http://www.lavaca.net/
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