
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 

May 05, 2021 

 

HDRC CASE NO: 2021-217 

COMMON NAME: Whitt Printing Co. Building 

ADDRESS: 821 W COMMERCE ST (816 W Houston) 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 285 BLK 25 LOT 10, 13, W IRR 145.6 FT OF 9 (ARB 12A) & N 

IRR 107.60 FT OF 11 

ZONING: D, HS, H 

CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 5 

DISTRICT: Cattleman Square Historic District 

LANDMARK: Individual Landmark 

APPLICANT: Patrick Christensen/Patrick Christensen, Attorney at Law 

OWNER: YUEN KING LIM FAMILY LLC 

TYPE OF WORK: Removal of historic landmark & district designation 

APPLICATION RECEIVED: April 29, 2021 

60-DAY REVIEW: Not applicable due to City Council emergency orders 

CASE MANAGER: Cory Edwards 

REQUEST: 

The applicant seeks a recommendation from the Historic and Design Review Commission to remove historic designation from 

the property at 821 W Commerce / 816 W Houston (Golden Star Restaurant / Whitt Print Co. Building)  

APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 

a.Process for Considering Designation of Historic Districts and Landmarks. Historic districts and landmarks 

shall be evaluated for designation using the criteria listed in subsection (b) and the criteria applied to evaluate 

properties for inclusion in the National Register. In order to be eligible for historic landmark designation, 

properties shall meet at least three (3) of the criteria listed. Historic districts shall consist of at least two (2) or 

more structures within a legally defined boundary that meet at least three (3) of the criteria. Additionally, all 

designated landmarks and districts shall demonstrate clear delineation of the legal boundaries of such 

designated resources. 

… 

g. Removal of Designation. Upon recommendation of the historic and design review commission based upon 

new and compelling evidence and negative evaluation according to the same criteria and following the same 

procedures set forth herein for designation, a designation made under subsection (a) of this section may be 

removed by city council following recommendation by the historic and design review commission. 

FINDINGS: 

a) The property at 821 W Commerce (816 W Houston) was designated an historic landmark by Ordinance 

68210 on October 27, 1988. The property also falls within the Cattleman Square Historic District which was 

designated by Ordinance 60317 in 1985.  

b) The lot at 821 W Commerce currently features two structures: the Whitt Printing Company building, an 

individual historic landmark facing north on West Houston, and the Golden Star Café, a non-contributing 

structure at the southwest corner of the lot. The Whitt Printing Company building was constructed c. 1930 

and features its original rectangular footprint as documented on the 1931 Sanborn Fire Insurance map, 

concrete frame of columns and roof beams with CMU masonry infill walls with cut window openings, a 

wood framed roof, and slab on grade foundation. The traditional enframed window wall storefront facing W 

Houston retains its a Mission Revival parapet, stucco texture, tiling, and canopy hooks. The two-story clay 

block masonry rear addition appears to have been constructed in the early 1950s per aerial photographs. The 

Whitt Printing Company was founded by Gilberto White after he fled the Mexican Revolution in 1914, and 

the business operated at this location from its date of construction through 1977. The use of this commercial 



structure is consistent with other contemporary light industrial uses in the area. The landmark is particularly 

remarkable for its role printing Spanish language materials and publications; at this time, San Antonio had 

the most Spanish language publishing houses of any city in the US. The Whitt Printing Company building 

contributes to the Cattleman Square Historic District. 
c) The current property owner wishes to demolish all buildings on the property and has requested for removal 

of historic designation (demolition has also been requested in separate HDRC Case 2021-212). Consistent 

with the UDC Sec 35-606(g), the applicant must present new and compelling evidence that the property no 

longer meets the criteria for landmark designation. The applicant has provided no such evidence to warrant 

a reversal of the previous decisions to designate the property; the structure located on the site at the time of 

designation remains. 

d) Historic District Designation is not just a tool to provide careful decision making about demolition. It also 

provides an important design review process to ensure compatible infill development in historically 

sensitive areas. Other multifamily and commercial projects have had success with design review within the 

Cattleman Square Historic District including properties in very close proximity to the subject property.   

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff finds there is no new and compelling evidence for removal of designation for the property based on 

findings b and c. Staff is further concerned that removal from the historic district will result in inappropriate and 

incompatible new construction on the site in the future. Staff recommends denial of the request for removal of 

historic designation. 
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