
 

 

HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 
July 21, 2021 

 
HDRC CASE NO:  2021-291 
ADDRESS:   326 SEGUIN ST 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB A-42 BLK   LOT A-2 & LOT TR A1  ITEM # 37 -LAND ONLY 
ZONING:   I-2 
CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 2 
APPLICANT:   Marlene Hawkins/Government Hill Community Association 
OWNER:   Weston Company, LLC 
TYPE OF WORK:  Request for review of historic significance 
CASE MANAGER:   Jessica Anderson 
 
REQUEST: 
A request for review by the HDRC regarding eligibility of the two-story, stone-clad building located at 326 Seguin St for 
landmark designation. 
 
APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 
Unified Development Code Sec. 35-606. - Designation Process for Historic Landmarks.  

a. Authority. Requests for landmark designation may only be made by or with the concurrence of the property 
owner. In instances where a property owner does not consent to the landmark designation, the historic 
preservation officer shall request a resolution from city council to proceed with the designation process prior to 
any zoning commission hearing. Notwithstanding the foregoing, a request for landmark designation may be made 
and approved by the city council. To the extent that this subsection conflicts with any other provisions of this 
chapter, this paragraph shall control except for buildings, objects, sites, structures, or clusters heretofore 
designated as local landmarks or districts, National Register landmarks or districts, state historic landmarks or 
sites, or state archaeological landmarks or sites. Additionally, requests for designation shall be made on a form 
obtained from the city historic preservation officer through the office of historic preservation. Completed request 
forms shall be returned to the office of historic preservation for processing. All buildings, objects, sites, structures, 
or clusters heretofore designated by the city council as historic landmarks under any pre-existing ordinance of the 
City of San Antonio shall be accorded the protection of properties designated historic landmarks under this 
chapter and shall continue to bear the words "historic, exceptional" (HE) or "historic, significant" (HS) in their 
zoning designation.  

b. Designation of Historic Landmarks.  
1. Initiation. Any person, the historic and design review commission, zoning commission, the historic 

preservation officer, or the city council may initiate a historic landmark designation by filing an application 
with the historic preservation officer. Requests for designation shall be made on a form obtained from the city 
historic preservation officer. Completed request forms shall be returned to the office of historic preservation 
for processing. Owner consent for historic landmark designation shall be required unless a city council 
resolution to proceed with the designation has been approved. Additionally, owners may submit with the 
application a written description and photographs or other visual material of any buildings or structures that 
they wish to be considered for designation as non-contributing to the historic landmark. 

2. Decision. The historic preservation officer shall refer a completed application for historic landmark 
designation to the historic and design review commission. Property owners of proposed historic landmarks 
shall be notified of the historic and design review commission hearing by the historic preservation officer by 
mail prior to a historic and design review commission hearing for historic landmark designation. Notice to 
property owners shall state the place, date, time, and purpose of the historic and design review commission 
hearing. The historic preservation officer shall also send notice of the meeting to any registered neighborhood 
associations located within the proposed district boundary. The historic and design review commission shall 
make and forward its recommendation to the zoning commission within forty-five (45) days from the date of 
submittal of the designation request by the historic preservation officer. Upon submittal of the historic and 
design review commission's recommendation, the proposed historic district or landmark designation shall be 
submitted to the zoning commission for its review recommendations along with its finding of historic 
significance. The zoning commission and the city council shall process the application as prescribed 



 

 

in section 35-421 of this chapter and this section. The zoning commission shall schedule a hearing on 
the historic and design review commission recommendation to be held within sixty (60) days of receipt of 
such recommendation and shall forward its recommendation to city council which shall schedule a hearing to 
be held within sixty (60) days of council's receipt of such recommendation. Upon passage of any ordinance 
designating a historic landmark, or removing or upgrading the designation of historic, the city clerk shall send 
notice of the fact by mail to the owner or owners of affected property. 

 
Unified Development Code Sec. 35-607. – Designation Criteria for Historic Districts and Landmarks.  

a. Process for Considering Designation of Historic Districts and Landmarks. Historic districts and landmarks 
shall be evaluated for designation using the criteria listed in subsection (b) and the criteria applied to evaluate 
properties for inclusion in the National Register. In order to be eligible for historic landmark designation, 
properties shall meet at least three (3) of the criteria listed. Historic districts shall consist of at least two (2) or 
more structures within a legally defined boundary that meet at least three (3) of the criteria. Additionally, all 
designated landmarks and districts shall demonstrate clear delineation of the legal boundaries of such designated 
resources. 

b. Criteria for Evaluation.  
1. Its value as a visible or archeological reminder of the cultural heritage of the community, or 

national event; 
2. Its location as a site of a significant local, county, state, or national event; 
3. Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the development of the 

community, county, state, or nation; 
5. Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the study of a 

period, type, method of construction, or use of indigenous materials;  
 
FINDINGS: 

a. On May 5, 2021, a demolition application was submitted to the Office of Historic Preservation by Joseph 
Hopewell of JR Ramon Demolition, on behalf of the property owner of the stone-clad building at 326 Seguin St, 
located in the Government Hill neighborhood of City Council District 2. OHP staff notified the Government Hill 
Community Association and other neighborhood stakeholders and conducted research during the 30-day review 
period provided by UDC 35-455. After completing the review, OHP staff's research did not indicate that the 
property met three criteria under UDC Sec. 35-607(b). Staff approved an administrative Certificate of 
Appropriateness for demolition on June 4, 2021.  

b. On June 10, 2021, Marlene Hawkins submitted a request for review of historic significance for the stone-clad 
building at 326 Seguin St on behalf of the Government Hill Community Association.  

c. DEMOLITION AND DESIGNATIONS COMMITTEE: The Demolition & Designation Committee (DDC) 
attended a virtual site visit on July 20, 2021. OHP staff will provide virtual site visit notes to commissioners 
before the July 21 hearing. 

d. HISTORIC CONTEXT: The property at 326 Seguin Street includes a two-story stone-clad Prairie Style 
commercial structure built c. 1930 for Colglazier & Hoff. It is located in the Government Hill neighborhood of 
City Council District 2. Weston Company, LLC. currently owns the property. The applicant posits that the 
building is the location of a national event, the Old Spanish Trail Auto Expedition of 1929, and that “the 
distinguishing characteristics architecturally of this building are the very careful selection and placement of 
natural stones.” The Colglazier family owned the construction company that was located at 326 Seguin, and R. W. 
Colglazier, who served as president during the life of the company, was a decorated Army Lieutenant General. As 
a member of the armed forces, he played a key role in the planning and organization for the construction of the 
Pentagon. 

e. SITE CONTEXT: The property is located on a block bound to the north by Seguin St, the west by N New 
Braunfels Ave, the south by the Union Pacific railroad tracks, and the east by Frank St and Dignowity Ave. The 
parcel is primarily covered in gravel or concrete, with some vegetation near the subject structure. The two-story, 
stone-clad building shares the property with a stucco-clad commercial structure with attached metal canopy, 
located just north of the subject structure. The property is located northeast of the Dignowity Hill local historic 
district and southeast of the Government Hill local historic district. The surrounding neighborhoods have a 
number of individual local historic landmarks, both within and outside the aforementioned districts.  



 

 

f. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: The property at 326 Seguin Street includes a two-story stone-clad Prairie 
Style commercial structure built c. 1930. It has a side-gabled standing-seam metal roof, with either ganged or 
single one-over-one windows tucked directly below the eaves on the second floor. Windows sit on stone or 
concrete sills. The primary entrance is on the north elevation, marked by a protruding first-floor end-gabled mass 
under a standing seam metal roof. The south elevation has a large garage door and rear entrance near the center, 
with two one-over-one windows near the west edge.  

g. EVALUATION: In order to be eligible for historic landmark designation, properties shall meet at least three (3) 
of the 16 criteria listed. The applicant submitted that the property meets the following criteria, consistent with 
UDC Sec. 35-607(b): 

1. Its value as a visible or archeological reminder of the cultural heritage of the community, or 
national event; as a one-of-a-kind building, method of construction, and materials, and as part of the Old 
Spanish Trail initial expedition of 1929. 

2. Its location as a site of a significant local, county, state, or national event; as part of the Old Spanish 
Trail initial expedition of 1929. 

3. Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the development of the 
community, county, state, or nation; the structure was built for the Colglazier family and was at one 
time headed by R. W. Colglazier, a lieutenant general in the U.S. Army who worked as a director for the 
WPA in Texas and had a key role in planning for the construction of the Pentagon.  

5. Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the study of a 
period, type, method of construction, or use of indigenous materials; as an example of a stone-clad 
Prairie Style commercial structure. 

Staff found that the evidence submitted by the applicant supports criteria 3 and 5 but does not sufficiently support 
criteria 1 or 2. The style, form, and materials of the stone structure are common for the period of construction, and 
though the property is along the route of the Old Spanish Trail through San Antonio, staff could find no evidence 
it was built as infrastructure related to the trail or built in response to the trail’s presence.  

h. The City offers a tax incentive for the substantial rehabilitation of historic properties because historic landmarks 
possess cultural and historical value and contribute to the overall quality and character of the City and its 
neighborhoods. If historic designation is approved, rehabilitation and restoration work may be eligible for this 
incentive. State and Federal tax incentives are also available for properties listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places and provide substantial relief for rehabilitation projects. 

i. If the HDRC agrees with the request, OHP will seek concurrence from the owner. If the owner is in favor of 
designation, the request may proceed in the designation process and will be presented to the Zoning Commission.  
In the case where an owner is not in favor, OHP must first forward the recommendation of the HDRC to City 
Council for consideration of a resolution to initiate the landmark designation process as outlined in UDC 35-606. 
If the HDRC does not agree with the request, a resolution from City Council to initiate the landmark designation 
will not be sought. 

j. Per UDC Sec. 35-453, once the Commission makes a recommendation for designation, property owners must 
receive a written approval (a Certificate of Appropriateness) for any exterior work until the City Council makes 
their final decision. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
A property must meet three of 16 criteria under UDC Sec. 35-607(b) in order to be eligible for local historic landmark 
designation. Staff finds that 326 Seguin St meets two criteria. Therefore, staff finds that the property is not eligible based 
on findings a through g and does not recommend a Finding of Historic Significance to the Historic and Design Review 
Commission. 
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